


FOREWORD 

I n  t h i s  i s s u e  of t h e  Qua r t e r l y  we a r e  p leased  
t o  b r i n g  our  r e a d e r s  t h e  1986 Reformation Lec tu re s  - 

j o i n t l y  sponsored by Bethany Lutheran Col lege and 
Bethany Lutheran Theolog ica l  Seminary. These 
l e c t u r e s  were d e l i v e r e d  on October 29-30, 1986, i n  
Mankato, Minnesota.  

The l e c t u r e r  was D r .  George R .  Kraus,  P ro fe s so  
of P a s t o r a l  Theology and D i r e c t o r  of Vicarage a t  
Concordia Theolog ica l  Seminary, Fo r t  Wayne, I nd i an  
D r .  Kraus a p t l y  d e s c r i b e s  ~ u t h e r ' s  devo t iona l  l i f e  
a  model t h a t  every  undershepherd should seek t o  
emulate .  The r eade r  w i l l  r e a d i l y  recognize  Luther  
well-known dictum: ORATIO, MEDITATIO, TENTATIO 
FACIUNT THEOLOGUM ( p r a y e r ,  med i t a t i on ,  and t r i a l  
make t h e  t h e o l o g i a n ) .  D r .  Kraus adds one more 
dimension, LECTIO ( s t u d y ) ,  which a l s o  cha rac t e r -  
i z e s  t h e  Reformer. The r eade r  w i l l  a l s o  a p p r e c i a t  
t h e  major i n s i g h t s ,  s o  c l e a r l y  enunc ia ted  by t h e  
l e c t u r e r ,  w i th  which Luther  conducted t h e  o f f i c e  
a s  shepherd of s o u l s .  

The two r e a c t o r s  were Armin J .  Panning, P r e s i d e  
of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin,  
where h e  a l s o  t e aches  New Testament,  and E r l i n g  T. 
Teigen,  Chaplain  and P r o f e s s o r  of Re l ig ion  and 
Phi losophy a t  Bethany Lutheran Col lege ,  Mankato, 
Minnesota.  

W e  a l s o  t a k e  t h i s  oppo r tun i t y  t o  wish our  reade 
a  b l e s s e d  Chris tmas and a  t r u l y  happy and h e a l t h y  
New Year i n  t h e  Name of t h e  C h r i s t  Chi ld  i n  whom 
a lone  we have l a s t i n g  peace and joy .  

-- WWP 



FOREWORD 

I n  t h i s  i s s u e  of t h e  Qua r t e r l y  we a r e  p leased  
t o  b r i n g  our  r e a d e r s  t h e  1986 Reformation Lec tu re s  - 

j o i n t l y  sponsored by Bethany Lutheran Col lege and 
Bethany Lutheran Theolog ica l  Seminary. These 
l e c t u r e s  were d e l i v e r e d  on October 29-30, 1986, i n  
Mankato, Minnesota.  

The l e c t u r e r  was D r .  George R .  Kraus,  P ro fe s so  
of P a s t o r a l  Theology and D i r e c t o r  of Vicarage a t  
Concordia Theolog ica l  Seminary, Fo r t  Wayne, I nd i an  
D r .  Kraus a p t l y  d e s c r i b e s  ~ u t h e r ' s  devo t iona l  l i f e  
a  model t h a t  every  undershepherd should seek t o  
emulate .  The r eade r  w i l l  r e a d i l y  recognize  Luther  
well-known dictum: ORATIO, MEDITATIO, TENTATIO 
FACIUNT THEOLOGUM ( p r a y e r ,  med i t a t i on ,  and t r i a l  
make t h e  t h e o l o g i a n ) .  D r .  Kraus adds one more 
dimension, LECTIO ( s t u d y ) ,  which a l s o  cha rac t e r -  
i z e s  t h e  Reformer. The r eade r  w i l l  a l s o  a p p r e c i a t  
t h e  major i n s i g h t s ,  s o  c l e a r l y  enunc ia ted  by t h e  
l e c t u r e r ,  w i th  which Luther  conducted t h e  o f f i c e  
a s  shepherd of s o u l s .  

The two r e a c t o r s  were Armin J .  Panning, P r e s i d e  
of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin,  
where h e  a l s o  t e aches  New Testament,  and E r l i n g  T. 
Teigen,  Chaplain  and P r o f e s s o r  of Re l ig ion  and 
Phi losophy a t  Bethany Lutheran Col lege ,  Mankato, 
Minnesota.  

W e  a l s o  t a k e  t h i s  oppo r tun i t y  t o  wish our  reade 
a  b l e s s e d  Chris tmas and a  t r u l y  happy and h e a l t h y  
New Year i n  t h e  Name of t h e  C h r i s t  Chi ld  i n  whom 
a lone  we have l a s t i n g  peace and joy .  

-- WWP 



TABLE O F  CONTENTS 

Page 

REFORMATION LECTURES 

I. LECTURE I 

. . .  Luthe r ' s  Devotional L i f e  

11. LECTURE I1 

Luther ,  Shepherd of Sou l s  . . 
. . . . . . . . . . .  111. FOOTNOTES 

REACTORS 

. . . . . . .  I V .  Armin J .  Panning 

. . . . . . . . .  V .  E r l i n g  Teigen 

REFORMATION LECTURES 1986 

Bethany Lutheran Theological  Seminary 
Bethany Lutheran College 

Mankato, Minnesota 

LUTHER, SHEPHERD OF SOULS 

D r ,  George R.  Kraus 
Concordia Theological  Seminary 

For t  Wayne, Indiana 

iii 



TABLE O F  CONTENTS 

Page 

REFORMATION LECTURES 

I. LECTURE I 

. . .  Luthe r ' s  Devotional L i f e  

11. LECTURE I1 

Luther ,  Shepherd of Sou l s  . . 
. . . . . . . . . . .  111. FOOTNOTES 

REACTORS 

. . . . . . .  I V .  Armin J .  Panning 

. . . . . . . . .  V .  E r l i n g  Teigen 

REFORMATION LECTURES 1986 

Bethany Lutheran Theological  Seminary 
Bethany Lutheran College 

Mankato, Minnesota 

LUTHER, SHEPHERD OF SOULS 

D r ,  George R.  Kraus 
Concordia Theological  Seminary 

For t  Wayne, Indiana 

iii 



LECTURE I 

LUTHER'S DEVOTIONAL LIFE 

1. The t o p i c  a s s igned  t o  m e  by your committee was 
LUTHER, THE PASTOR. 1 took i t  upon myself t o  

change t h e  t i t l e  t o  LUTHER, THE SHEPHERD OF SOULS. 
Th i s  was n o t  done f o r  l i t e r a r y  r ea sons .  Ra ther ,  
i t  was renamed f o r  t h e  sake  of t hose  shepherds  a t  
work i n  t h e  v ineyard  of C h r i s t  i n  our  t ime and our  
c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u ;  and w i th  them t h e  s u b t l e  bu t  mean- 
i n g f u l  s h i f t  i n  emphasis should f i n d  a  comfortable  
accep tance .  The t i t l e  shepherd conveys a  warm, 
i n t i m a t e  and,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  B i b l i c a l  unders tanding  of 
t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y .  For t h e  shepherd of 
God's people  t h e  c l o s e ,  sometimes t r a g i c ,  o f t e n  
e x c i t i n g ,  f r e q u e n t l y  j o y f u l  and even bor ing  occa- 
s i o n s  of p a s t o r a l  c a r e  can never  be  cap tured  i n  t h e  
pages of any paper  o r  book on t h e  p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y .  
It was w i th  l ove ,  a f f e c t i o n  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
working undershepherds  of God's l o c a l  congrega t ions  
t h a t  t h i s  paper was prepared and is  now p re sen t ed .  
I n  t h e  church m i l i t a n t  ~ o d ' s  c a l l e d ,  working s e r v a n t s  
always f a c e  t h e  t e n s i o n  between t h e  academic s tudy  
and d i s c u s s i o n  of God's Word and t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
t h e  i n s p i r e d ,  i n e r r a n t  t e x t  t o  t h e  l i v e s  of God's 
people .  It i s  t h e  "working" p a s t o r  who comprehends 
what t h a t  t e n s i o n  means--by h i s  pe r sona l  s tudy  of 
God's Word, h i s  p r a y e r s ,  h i s  counse l  w i th  God's 
s a i n t s ,  and h i s  s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t s .  Perhaps Mar t in  
Luther  s a i d  i t  b e s t  w i th  h i s  O r a t i o ,  T e n t a t i o ,  
Med i t a t i o .  Only h e r e  does  God mold, hammer and 
f i l e  h i s  c a l l e d  s e r v a n t s  i n t o  e f f e c t i v e  spokesmen 
and soul-shepherds  under t h e  Risen  Lord. 
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2.  Luther  was such a  shepherd of s o u l s .  No one 
can r ead  t h i s  g i a n t  of t h e  f a i t h  and come away 

wi th  t h e  impression of a  co ld ,  academic - - a l b e i t ,  
orthodox-- theo log ian .  Here was a shepherd of s o u l s .  
Here w a s  a  man of God, an  undershepherd of s o u l s .  
Here was a man of God, an  undershepherd of C h r i s t ,  
who shared  anger ,  p a i n ,  sorrow, joy,  f r u s t r a t i o n  
w i th  and over  C h r i s t ' s  redeemed people;  he  d e a l t  
w i th  t h e  problems they  encountered i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  
and church. H e  never ,  never  avoided them. 

3 .  The t o p i c  of p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y  i s  germane t o  t h e  
Lutheran  church today;  i t  cannot be  avoided,  

ignored .  P a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  i s  under s c r u t i n y  and 
deba te .  Sociology and psychology have s lowly bu t  
s u r e l y  s e t  models f o r  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  a c r o s s  t h e  
broad scope of Christendom. The B i b l i c a l  perspec-  
t i v e  h a s  eroded over  t h e  l a s t  decade o r  so .  T h i s  i s  
no a t t emp t  a t  d e n i g r a t i n g  t h e  g a i n s  and cont r ibu-  
t i o n s  of t h o s e  two s e c u l a r  d i s c i p l i n e s ;  they  have 
c o n t r i b u t e d  e x c e l l e n t  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of 
man, b u t  i t  i s  a  c a l l  t o  t h e  church of t h e  Refor- 
mation t o  remember i t s  p a s t o r a l  o f f i c e  and i t s  
B i b l i c a l  dimensions --to remain f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  
h igh  c a l l i n g  of t h i s  d i v i n e  o f f i c e  as our  Lord in-  - 

s t i t u t e d  i t .  L i s t e n  t o  t h e  comments of one obse rve r  
of t h e  p a s t o r a l  scene,  Bruce Larramore: 

Most of u s  view t h i s  t r e n d  w i th  mixed emo- 
t i o n s .  On t h e  one hand we sense  t h e  g r e a t  
p o t e n t i a l  i n  a  s c i e n t i f i c  s tudy  of man.... 
Undoubtedly t h e  new i n s i g h t s  of psychology can 
h e l p  u s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, 
t h e  r a p i d  growth of t h e  p sycho log i ca l  s c i e n c e s  
and p r o f e s s i o n s  may be  viewed as an  encroach- 
ment on t h e  m i n i s t r y  of t h e  church. We sense  
a v e i l e d  t h r e a t  ( o r  sometimes obvious) t o  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  t h e  r e a l i t y  of 
t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  and t h e  r o l e  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
m i n i s t r y .  1 

4 .  I t  can be  no s e c r e t  t h a t  t h e  l o s s  of B i b l i c a l  
a u t h o r i t y  f o r  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  d i s t r e s s e d  s o u l s  

is a  major f a c t o r  i n  t h e  new, s e c u l a r  models f o r  
p a s t o r a l  c a r e .  The concerned m i n i s t e r  must f i n d  
h i s  mentor,  h i s  model, h i s  a u t h e n t i c i t y  somewhere. 
I f  God's Word i s  dead, i n e f f e c t i v e ,  ou tda ted ,  then  
some o t h e r  gu ide ,  some o t h e r  "golden c a l f "  w i l l  b e  
c a s t .  The Lutheran Church needs t o  main ta in  i t s  
B i b l i c a l  b a s i s  and model f o r  soul-shepherding.  The 
t o p i c :  LUTHER, THE SHEPHERD OF SOULS, add re s se s  
t h a t  i s s u e .  The p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y  i s  --the w r i t e r  
of t h i s  paper  maintains-- t h e  queen of a l l  theology;  
i t  is  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of p a s t o r ,  i n  t h e  p a s t o r a l  min- 
i s t r y ,  t h a t  a l l  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  of theology come 
t o g e t h e r  and s e r v e  God's kingdom, God's people .  
Mar t in  Luther ,  t heo log i an ,  p r o f e s s o r ,  husband, 
f a t h e r ,  musician,  f r i e n d ,  p a s t o r ,  shepherd h a s  
something t o  t e ach  t h e  church of our  day on t h i s  
v i t a l  s u b j e c t .  The church t h a t  b e a r s  h i s  name had 
b e t t e r  heed t h e  counse l  of h e r  g r e a t e s t  p a s t o r .  

5. We w i l l  survey our  t o p i c  under two headings:  
LUTHER'S DEVOTIONAL LIFE AND LUTHER, SHEPHERD 

OF SOULS. The f i r s t  d e a l s  w i th  t h e  format ion  and 
development of t h e  man h imse l f  --the "raw m a t e r i a l , "  
i f  you w i l l ,  w i th  which God molds and shapes  H i s  
s e r v a n t ,  There  a r e ,  of course ,  many f a c t o r s  t h a t  
e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  making of a  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  Gospel;  
and t h i s  a p p l i e s  t o  Luther  a s  t o  any p a s t o r  i n  our  
p u l p i t s  today,  bu t  t h e  B i b l i c a l  image of a  p a s t o r  
i s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  s h a l l  l i m i t  
o u r s e l v e s  t o  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  of ~ u t h e r ' s  devo t iona l  
l i f e  t h a t  seem --to t h i s  w r i t e r  a t  l e a s t - -  c r u c i a l  
i n  making Luther  t h e  man of f a i t h  and m i n i s t r y  h e  
was. We s h a l l  cons ide r  L u t h e r ' s  devo t iona l  l i f e  
under t h e  f o u r  headings:  l e c t i o ,  o r a t i o ,  
t e n t a t i o ,  and med i t a t i o .  Three a r e  from h i s  own 
pen and t h e  f o u r t h  from mine; one can l e g i t i m a t e l y  
a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  l e c t i o  p r o p e r l y  f i t s  under 
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a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  l e c t i o  p r o p e r l y  f i t s  under 



Luthe r ' s  concept of med i t a t i o .  With t h i s  I have 
no argument, bu t  f o r  t h e  purpose of t h i s  paper ,  
however, I w i l l  make a d i s t i n c t i o n .  I t r u s t  my 
t h e o l o g i c a l  mentor from Wit tenberg would approve. 

LUTHER'S DEVOTIONAL LIFE 

6.  And i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning, whi le  i t  was s t i l l  
dark,  J e s u s  a r o s e  and went ou t  and depar ted  t o  

a l o n e l y  p l a c e ,  and w a s  p ray ing  t h e r e .  Mark 1 :35  

7. More than  one m a t e r i a l i s t  h a s  claimed we a r e  
what we e a t  and no more. I f  a man h a s  t h a t  

view of l i f e ,  i t  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  he  w i l l  t a k e  i n  t h i s  world.  Now, i f  one 
b e l i e v e s  l i f e  i s  determined by t h e  Word of God and 
i t s  use ;  t hen  l i f e ,  i t s  purposes ,  i t s  g o a l s ,  i t s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  can be  p l o t t e d  wi th  a r a t h e r  h igh  
degree of accuracy.  L u t h e r ' s  devo t iona l  l i f e  forms 
and sets t h e  a t t i t u d e s ,  t h e  aims, t h e  very  person- 
a l i t y  of t h e  man. What h e  r eads ,  how h e  p rays ,  
t h e  s u b j e c t  matter of h i s  med i t a t i on ,  t h e  manner 
i n  which h e  endures  s t r e s s  and t r i a l ,  d e s c r i b e s  
t h e  way i n  which h e  shepherds s o u l s .  

LECTIO, THE MAN OF SCRIPTURE 

8. When you come, b r i n g  t h e  c loak  which I l e f t  a t  
Troas wi th  Carpus, and t h e  books, e s p e c i a l l y  

t h e  parchments. 2 Timothy 4:13  

9. Luther ,  a s  f r i e n d  and f o e  a l i k e  w i l l  a f f i r m ,  
w a s  a man of Holy W r i t .  No one can deny t h a t  

t h i s  open, committed, p a s s i o n a t e  pas tor -professor  
p l an t ed  both  " theo log ica l  f e e t "  i n  t h e  Word of God. 
H i s  a d v e r s a r i e s  may have argued wi th  h i s  i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n  and a p p l i c a t i o n ,  bu t  they  never  ques t ioned  
h i s  commitment t o  t h e  Book t h a t  h e  maintained is 

Deus loquens,  God speaking. They may have con- 
demned h i s  s o l e  r e l i a n c e  on t h e  Book f o r  h i s  cath-  
o l i c  f a i t h ,  bu t  it was t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  a lone  
t h a t  made Luther  t h e  p a s t o r  he  was, t h e  reformer 
he was. The burden of t h e  term l e c t i o  i n  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e  s t r e s s e s  Luther  t h e  p a s t o r a l  theo logian ,  
t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  concept ion and d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  min i s t ry .  L i s t e n  t o  h i s  own words 
on t h e  source  and norm of h i s  f a i t h  and p a s t o r a l  
theology : 

" ~ 0 t h  n a t u r e s  a r e  simply t h e r e  ( i n  t h e  
Sacrament of t h e  A l t a r )  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y ,  
and i t  is  t r u l y  s a i d :  'This  man is  God; 
t h i s  God i s  man.' Even though philosophy 
cannot grasp  t h i s ,  f a i t h  g ra sps  i t  nonethe- 
l e s s .  And t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of God's Word i s  
g r e a t e r  than  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of our  i n t e l l e c t  
t o  g ra sp  i t .  "2 

Is t h e r e  any ques t i on  h e r e  a s  t o  where Luther  goes 
f o r  a u t h o r i t y  and d i r e c t i o n  i n  h i s  f a i t h  and min- 
i s t r y ?  I n  t h e  l a s t  sen tence  of t h e  quo ta t i on  
reason,  s tubbornness  and humanism a l l  f a l l  be fo re  
t h e  c u t t i n g  edge of God's Word. Th i s  a u t h o r i t y  
of God's Word guided Luther  i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  devo- 
t i o n a l  l i f e  a s  w e l l  a s  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e .  There 
was no o t h e r  s t r e n g t h  o r  source  f o r  h i s  f a i t h  and 
min i s t ry .  When God's Word spoke, i t  was enough 
--for p a r i s h i o n e r  and p a s t o r .  

" ~ e  who i s  unwi l l ing  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  words 
of God need not  demand anyth ing  f u r t h e r  from 
me. So I do enough i f  I prove t h a t  i t  is 
n o t  c o n t r a r y  t o  ~ o d ' s  Word, bu t  c o n s i s t e n t  
wi th  ~ c r i ~ t u r e . " 3  

For we have b e f o r e  u s  t h e  c l e a r  t e x t  and 
t h e  p l a i n  words of C h r i s t :  "Take, e a t ;  t h i s  
i s  my body, which i s  g iven  f o r  you ..." These 
a r e  t h e  words on which we t a k e  our  s t and .  



Luthe r ' s  concept of med i t a t i o .  With t h i s  I have 
no argument, bu t  f o r  t h e  purpose of t h i s  paper ,  
however, I w i l l  make a d i s t i n c t i o n .  I t r u s t  my 
t h e o l o g i c a l  mentor from Wit tenberg would approve. 

LUTHER'S DEVOTIONAL LIFE 

6.  And i n  t h e  e a r l y  morning, whi le  i t  was s t i l l  
dark,  J e s u s  a r o s e  and went ou t  and depar ted  t o  

a l o n e l y  p l a c e ,  and w a s  p ray ing  t h e r e .  Mark 1 :35  

7. More than  one m a t e r i a l i s t  h a s  claimed we a r e  
what we e a t  and no more. I f  a man h a s  t h a t  

view of l i f e ,  i t  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  he  w i l l  t a k e  i n  t h i s  world.  Now, i f  one 
b e l i e v e s  l i f e  i s  determined by t h e  Word of God and 
i t s  use ;  t hen  l i f e ,  i t s  purposes ,  i t s  g o a l s ,  i t s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  can be  p l o t t e d  wi th  a r a t h e r  h igh  
degree of accuracy.  L u t h e r ' s  devo t iona l  l i f e  forms 
and sets t h e  a t t i t u d e s ,  t h e  aims, t h e  very  person- 
a l i t y  of t h e  man. What h e  r eads ,  how h e  p rays ,  
t h e  s u b j e c t  matter of h i s  med i t a t i on ,  t h e  manner 
i n  which h e  endures  s t r e s s  and t r i a l ,  d e s c r i b e s  
t h e  way i n  which h e  shepherds s o u l s .  

LECTIO, THE MAN OF SCRIPTURE 

8. When you come, b r i n g  t h e  c loak  which I l e f t  a t  
Troas wi th  Carpus, and t h e  books, e s p e c i a l l y  

t h e  parchments. 2 Timothy 4:13  

9. Luther ,  a s  f r i e n d  and f o e  a l i k e  w i l l  a f f i r m ,  
w a s  a man of Holy W r i t .  No one can deny t h a t  

t h i s  open, committed, p a s s i o n a t e  pas tor -professor  
p l an t ed  both  " theo log ica l  f e e t "  i n  t h e  Word of God. 
H i s  a d v e r s a r i e s  may have argued wi th  h i s  i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n  and a p p l i c a t i o n ,  bu t  they  never  ques t ioned  
h i s  commitment t o  t h e  Book t h a t  h e  maintained is 

Deus loquens,  God speaking. They may have con- 
demned h i s  s o l e  r e l i a n c e  on t h e  Book f o r  h i s  cath-  
o l i c  f a i t h ,  bu t  it was t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  a lone  
t h a t  made Luther  t h e  p a s t o r  he  was, t h e  reformer 
he was. The burden of t h e  term l e c t i o  i n  t h i s  
i n s t a n c e  s t r e s s e s  Luther  t h e  p a s t o r a l  theo logian ,  
t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  concept ion and d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  
o f f i c e  of t h e  min i s t ry .  L i s t e n  t o  h i s  own words 
on t h e  source  and norm of h i s  f a i t h  and p a s t o r a l  
theology : 

" ~ 0 t h  n a t u r e s  a r e  simply t h e r e  ( i n  t h e  
Sacrament of t h e  A l t a r )  i n  t h e i r  e n t i r e t y ,  
and i t  is  t r u l y  s a i d :  'This  man is  God; 
t h i s  God i s  man.' Even though philosophy 
cannot grasp  t h i s ,  f a i t h  g ra sps  i t  nonethe- 
l e s s .  And t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of God's Word i s  
g r e a t e r  than  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of our  i n t e l l e c t  
t o  g ra sp  i t .  "2 

Is t h e r e  any ques t i on  h e r e  a s  t o  where Luther  goes 
f o r  a u t h o r i t y  and d i r e c t i o n  i n  h i s  f a i t h  and min- 
i s t r y ?  I n  t h e  l a s t  sen tence  of t h e  quo ta t i on  
reason,  s tubbornness  and humanism a l l  f a l l  be fo re  
t h e  c u t t i n g  edge of God's Word. Th i s  a u t h o r i t y  
of God's Word guided Luther  i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  devo- 
t i o n a l  l i f e  a s  w e l l  a s  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e .  There 
was no o t h e r  s t r e n g t h  o r  source  f o r  h i s  f a i t h  and 
min i s t ry .  When God's Word spoke, i t  was enough 
--for p a r i s h i o n e r  and p a s t o r .  

" ~ e  who i s  unwi l l ing  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  words 
of God need not  demand anyth ing  f u r t h e r  from 
me. So I do enough i f  I prove t h a t  i t  is 
n o t  c o n t r a r y  t o  ~ o d ' s  Word, bu t  c o n s i s t e n t  
wi th  ~ c r i ~ t u r e . " 3  

For we have b e f o r e  u s  t h e  c l e a r  t e x t  and 
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They a r e  so  simply and c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  
even they,  our  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  must confess  
t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n t e r p r e t  them 
o therwise .  Y e t  they  p a s s  t h e s e  c l e a r  words 
by and fo l l ow  t h e i r  own thoughts ,  making 
darkness  f o r  themselves i n  t h e  midst  of t h e  
b r i g h t  l i g h t e 4  

So, t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and p e r s p i c u i t y  of God's Word 
were format ive  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  of C h r i s t ,  t h e  theo- 
l o g i c a l  p ro fe s so r ,  and t h e  shepherd of ~ o d ' s  
people .  One i s  compelled t o  comment on t h e  cur- 
r e n t  p a s t o r a l  scene where t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  u s e  
of t h e  B ib l e  i s  condemned a s  manipulat ion,  inh ib-  
i t i n g  a  p a r i s h i o n e r ' s  freedom, and s t i f l i n g  h i s  
n a t u r a l ,  h e a l t h y  urges .  Luther  would be bes ide  
himself  i n  t h e  f a c e  of such non-b ib l ica l  advice .  
Th i s  B i b l i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  app l i ed  t o  both h i s  p r i -  
v a t e  devo t iona l  l i f e  and h i s  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e .  

10. Yet a u t h o r i t y  and c l a r i t y  were no t  t h e  on ly  
a s p e c t  of t h e  Word. The Word of God was 

always b e n e f i c i a l .  Hear Luther  on t h i s  under- 
s tanding  of t h e  u se  of Holy W r i t , :  

" ~ e a r i n g  and handl ing  t h e  Word i s  always 
good and u s e f u l .  For a l though t h e  Word does 
n o t  always s t r i k e  home, our  h e a r t  nonethe- 
less remembers what i t  h a s  heard  and perhaps 
i n  a n  hour  and a t  a t i m e  when we need it 
w i l l  beg in  r e a l l y  t o  understand it and f e e l  
i ts  power and comfort.  I n  l i k e  manner, 
embers which have l a i n  under t h e  a shes  f o r  
a  whi le  w i l l  start burning aga in  and g i v e  
f i r e  when one stirs them up and blows on 
them. Therefore  t h e  Word should n o t  be  con- 
s i d e r e d  powerless .  One should no t  t h i n k  
t h a t  i t  h a s  been preached i n  va in .  Ne i the r  
should another  word be  sought i n  c a s e  f r u i t  
does n o t  appear  immediately. "5 

The word b r i n g s ,  conveys God's b l e s s i n g s .  A s  
Luther  o r  t h e  Lutheran p a s t o r  today proclaims t h e  
Good News Sunday a f t e r  Sunday, i t  i s  n o t  "new" 
t o  t h e  o l d e r  C h r i s t i a n  i n  t h e  sense  of brand new, 
never  heard  be fo re .  And whi le  t h e  proclamation is  
a c o n s i s t e n t  reminder of God's g r e a t  a c t  of redemp- 
t i o n ,  it i s  equa l ly  important  t o  remember t h i s  
Good News i s  t h e  power of God; i t  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  
t hose  hea r ing  it --every t i m e .  It i s  e f f e c t i v e ,  
dynamic, t h e  Means of H i s  Grace. So Luther  t h e  
p a s t o r  worked on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  power, t h e  bene- 
f i t  of t h e  Word. The Word conf ronted ,  condemned, 
c a l l e d ,  comforted and changed people .  The Word is  
always e f f e c t i v e .  Th i s  app l i ed  t o  t h e  Reverend 
D r .  Luther  a s  i t  d i d  t o  P e t e r ,  t h e  Master Barber.  

11. The Reformer cen t e r ed  h i s  m i n i s t r y  and h i s  
pe r sona l  f a i t h  i n  t h e  i n e r r a n t  Word of C h r i s t .  

He d i d  n o t  have one pe r sona l  f a i t h  l i f e ,  a  p r i v a t e  
devo t iona l  l i f e  and another  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  m in i s t e r -  
i a l ,  p a s t o r a l  l i f e .  The word " i n t e g r i t y "  i s  a  word 
wi th  h igh  marks i n  every c u l t u r e ,  every  t ime; and 
what does t h i s  honored concept mean? This  w r i t e r  
would sugges t  t h a t  i n t e g r i t y  is  t h e  gap, t h e  space,  
between what a  person says  and what he  does,  what 
h e  is. Obviously one wishes t o  have t h e  gap non- 
e x i s t e n t .  I n  s h o r t ,  what I say i s  what I do is  
what I am. Now s i n  h a s  des t royed  t h a t  i d e n t i t y  
between word and deed; on ly  t h e  Son of God possesses  
a b s o l u t e  i n t e g r i t y .  W e ,  a s  redeemed s i n n e r s ,  a r e  
i n  t h e  p roces s  of narrowing t h a t  i n t e g r i t y  gap wi th  
t h e  h e l p  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ;  some a r e  more success-  
f u l  than  o t h e r s .  Only Judgment Day w i l l s e e i t  com- 
p l e t e l y  e l imina t ed .  

12.  The purpose of t h i s  comment i s  t o  p o i n t  t o  
~ u t h e r ' s  own i n t e g r i t y  gap. He was always 

s t r i v i n g  t o  be what h e  s a i d  and t o  say  what t h e  Word 
says .  Luther  i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  example of a  C h r i s t i a n  
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10. Yet a u t h o r i t y  and c l a r i t y  were no t  t h e  on ly  
a s p e c t  of t h e  Word. The Word of God was 

always b e n e f i c i a l .  Hear Luther  on t h i s  under- 
s tanding  of t h e  u se  of Holy W r i t , :  

" ~ e a r i n g  and handl ing  t h e  Word i s  always 
good and u s e f u l .  For a l though t h e  Word does 
n o t  always s t r i k e  home, our  h e a r t  nonethe- 
less remembers what i t  h a s  heard  and perhaps 
i n  a n  hour  and a t  a t i m e  when we need it 
w i l l  beg in  r e a l l y  t o  understand it and f e e l  
i ts  power and comfort.  I n  l i k e  manner, 
embers which have l a i n  under t h e  a shes  f o r  
a  whi le  w i l l  start burning aga in  and g i v e  
f i r e  when one stirs them up and blows on 
them. Therefore  t h e  Word should n o t  be  con- 
s i d e r e d  powerless .  One should no t  t h i n k  
t h a t  i t  h a s  been preached i n  va in .  Ne i the r  
should another  word be  sought i n  c a s e  f r u i t  
does n o t  appear  immediately. "5 

The word b r i n g s ,  conveys God's b l e s s i n g s .  A s  
Luther  o r  t h e  Lutheran p a s t o r  today proclaims t h e  
Good News Sunday a f t e r  Sunday, i t  i s  n o t  "new" 
t o  t h e  o l d e r  C h r i s t i a n  i n  t h e  sense  of brand new, 
never  heard  be fo re .  And whi le  t h e  proclamation is  
a c o n s i s t e n t  reminder of God's g r e a t  a c t  of redemp- 
t i o n ,  it i s  equa l ly  important  t o  remember t h i s  
Good News i s  t h e  power of God; i t  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  
t hose  hea r ing  it --every t i m e .  It i s  e f f e c t i v e ,  
dynamic, t h e  Means of H i s  Grace. So Luther  t h e  
p a s t o r  worked on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  power, t h e  bene- 
f i t  of t h e  Word. The Word conf ronted ,  condemned, 
c a l l e d ,  comforted and changed people .  The Word is  
always e f f e c t i v e .  Th i s  app l i ed  t o  t h e  Reverend 
D r .  Luther  a s  i t  d i d  t o  P e t e r ,  t h e  Master Barber.  

11. The Reformer cen t e r ed  h i s  m i n i s t r y  and h i s  
pe r sona l  f a i t h  i n  t h e  i n e r r a n t  Word of C h r i s t .  

He d i d  n o t  have one pe r sona l  f a i t h  l i f e ,  a  p r i v a t e  
devo t iona l  l i f e  and another  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  m in i s t e r -  
i a l ,  p a s t o r a l  l i f e .  The word " i n t e g r i t y "  i s  a  word 
wi th  h igh  marks i n  every c u l t u r e ,  every  t ime; and 
what does t h i s  honored concept mean? This  w r i t e r  
would sugges t  t h a t  i n t e g r i t y  is  t h e  gap, t h e  space,  
between what a  person says  and what he  does,  what 
h e  is. Obviously one wishes t o  have t h e  gap non- 
e x i s t e n t .  I n  s h o r t ,  what I say i s  what I do is  
what I am. Now s i n  h a s  des t royed  t h a t  i d e n t i t y  
between word and deed; on ly  t h e  Son of God possesses  
a b s o l u t e  i n t e g r i t y .  W e ,  a s  redeemed s i n n e r s ,  a r e  
i n  t h e  p roces s  of narrowing t h a t  i n t e g r i t y  gap wi th  
t h e  h e l p  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ;  some a r e  more success-  
f u l  than  o t h e r s .  Only Judgment Day w i l l s e e i t  com- 
p l e t e l y  e l imina t ed .  

12.  The purpose of t h i s  comment i s  t o  p o i n t  t o  
~ u t h e r ' s  own i n t e g r i t y  gap. He was always 

s t r i v i n g  t o  be what h e  s a i d  and t o  say  what t h e  Word 
says .  Luther  i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  example of a  C h r i s t i a n  



p a s t o r  who is  o u t s i d e  t h e  p u l p i t  what he  i s  i n s i d e  
it. Luther ,  i n  h i s  d e a l i n g  w i th  people ,  p r e sen t ed  
them wi th  t h e  impe ra t i ve s  of t h e  l i v i n g  Word of 
God. I n  t h i s  h e  was c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  h imse l f .  H e  
d i d  n o t  con f ron t  them w i t h  moral,  s p i r i t u a l  o p t i o n s  
and t hen  exc lude  h imse l f .  Yet one must remember 
t h a t  Luther  based and l i v e d  a l l  we have s a i d  on t h e  
w r i t t e n  r e v e l a t i o n  of God, t h e  Holy Bib le .  L i s t e n  
t o  t h e  Reformer: 

"Pe te r   omb bard" was a  ve ry  d i l i g e n t  man 
wi th  a  s u p e r i o r  mind. He wro te  many exce l -  
l e n t  t h i n g s .  H e  would r e a l l y  have been a 
g r e a t  doc to r  of t h e  church i f  h e  had g iven  
himself  wholly and t r u l y  t o  t h e  Holy Scr ip-  
t u r e s ,  bu t  he  confuses  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  w i th  
many u s e l e s s  q u e s t  i o n s .  

What P e t e r  Lombard should have done, Mar t in  Luther  
d id .  He was a  man of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  L u t h e r ' s  
p r i v a t e  devo t iona l  l i f e  and h i s  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  
g i v e  credence t o  t h e  c l a im  t h a t  Luther  was a  man 
of t h e  W r i t t e n  Word. Who h a s  n o t  been e x c i t e d  
and p r o f i t e d  i n  h i s  f a i t h  l i f e  by s tudying  L u t h e r ' s  
e x e g e t i c a l  m a t e r i a l ?  Both layman and clergyman 
p r o f i t  from h i s  deep i n s i g h t s  and s imple  explana- 
t i o n .  L i s t e n  t o  h i s  adv i ce  t o  P e t e r  and Master 
Barber ,  on t h e  u se  of S c r i p t u r e .  

F i r s t ,  when I f e e l  t h a t  I have become 
coo l  and j o y l e s s  i n  p r aye r  because of o t h e r  
t a s k s  o r  thoughts  ( f o r  t h e  f l e s h  and t h e  
d e v i l  always impede and o b s t r u c t  p r a y e r ) ,  
I t a k e  my l i t t l e  P s a l t e r ,  h u r r y  t o  my room, 
o r ,  i f  i t  be  t h e  day and hour  f o r  i t ,  t o  
t h e  church where a  congrega t ion  i s  assembled 
and, a s  t i m e  pe rmi t s ,  I say  q u i e t l y  t o  my- 
s e l f  and word-for-word t h e  Ten Commandments, 
t h e  Creed, and, i f  I have t ime,  some words 
of C h r i s t  o r  Pau l ,  o r  some Psalms, j u s t  as 
a c h i l d  might do. 7  

Luther  f a l l s  back on t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  f o r  h i s  per-  
s o n a l  f a i t h  and devo t iona l  l i f e .  The P s a l m i s t ' s  
words were L u t h e r ' s  words: "I w i l l  med i t a t e  on 
Thy p r e c e p t s ,  and r ega rd  Thy ways. I s h a l l  d e l i g h t  
i n  Thy s t a t u t e s ;  I s h a l l  n o t  f o r g e t  Thy word." 
(Ps.  119:15,16) The adv i ce  t o  Master P e t e r  was 
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  s e l f ;  t h e r e  was no double  s tandard  
f o r  t h e  Reformer. H e  was a  man t o  whom t h e  word 
l e c t i o  a p p l i e d  --reading, s tudying ,  b e l i e v i n g  
S c r i p t u r e .  He was a  p a s t o r  who preached: Do what 
I say ,  n o t  what I do! I t  needs t o  be noted aga in  
t h a t  some would p r e f e r  t o  keep t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  of 
S c r i p t u r e  under L u t h e r ' s  own word, med i t a t i o .  
While t h i s  i s  a  v a l i d  and a c c e p t a b l e  c r i t i c i s m ,  
t h e  writer of t h i s  paper  s t i l l  p l eads  f o r  a  d i s -  
t i n c t i o n .  S ince  t h e  a s s igned  t o p i c  i s  Luther ,  
t h e  Shepherd of Souls ,  t h e  w r i t e r  would l i k e  t o  
make a  d i s t i n c t i o n  --no ma t t e r  how f i n e  t h e  l i ne s - -  
between t h e  l e c t i o  --the i n t e l l e c t u a l  s tudy  and 
g ra sp  of t h e  Word, and t h e  m e d i t a t i o  -- t h e  in- 
depth c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  med i t a t i on ,  and a p p l i c a t i o n  
of t h e  t e x t  t o  h i s  pe r sona l  l i f e  and c a l l i n g .  
I t r u s t  t h e  r eade r  w i l l  con t i nue  t o  indulge  me 
i n  t h i s  r e q u e s t .  

ORATIO: A MAN OF PRAYER 

13 .  Ask, and it s h a l l  be  g iven  t o  you; seek,  and 
you s h a l l  f i n d ;  knock, and i t  s h a l l  be opened 

t o  you. For every  one who a s k s  r e c e i v e s ,  and h e  
who seeks  f i n d s ,  and t o  him who knocks i t  s h a l l  
be opened. Matthew 7:7,8 

14. Yet s ea r ch ing  t h e  Holy W r i t  was n o t  t h e  s o l e  
a c t i v i t y  of t h e  Wit tenberg p r o f e s s o r  i n  h i s  

devo t iona l  l i f e .  He was n o t  an  " ivory  tower" 
academician. P raye r  w a s  h i s  n a t u r a l  response t o  
t h e  Good News. ~ o d ' s  comment t o  Ananias concerning 
t h e  former p e r s e c u t o r  of t h e  church f i t s  Luther :  



p a s t o r  who is  o u t s i d e  t h e  p u l p i t  what he  i s  i n s i d e  
it. Luther ,  i n  h i s  d e a l i n g  w i th  people ,  p r e sen t ed  
them wi th  t h e  impe ra t i ve s  of t h e  l i v i n g  Word of 
God. I n  t h i s  h e  was c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  h imse l f .  H e  
d i d  n o t  con f ron t  them w i t h  moral,  s p i r i t u a l  o p t i o n s  
and t hen  exc lude  h imse l f .  Yet one must remember 
t h a t  Luther  based and l i v e d  a l l  we have s a i d  on t h e  
w r i t t e n  r e v e l a t i o n  of God, t h e  Holy Bib le .  L i s t e n  
t o  t h e  Reformer: 

"Pe te r   omb bard" was a  ve ry  d i l i g e n t  man 
wi th  a  s u p e r i o r  mind. He wro te  many exce l -  
l e n t  t h i n g s .  H e  would r e a l l y  have been a 
g r e a t  doc to r  of t h e  church i f  h e  had g iven  
himself  wholly and t r u l y  t o  t h e  Holy Scr ip-  
t u r e s ,  bu t  he  confuses  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  w i th  
many u s e l e s s  q u e s t  i o n s .  

What P e t e r  Lombard should have done, Mar t in  Luther  
d id .  He was a  man of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  L u t h e r ' s  
p r i v a t e  devo t iona l  l i f e  and h i s  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  
g i v e  credence t o  t h e  c l a im  t h a t  Luther  was a  man 
of t h e  W r i t t e n  Word. Who h a s  n o t  been e x c i t e d  
and p r o f i t e d  i n  h i s  f a i t h  l i f e  by s tudying  L u t h e r ' s  
e x e g e t i c a l  m a t e r i a l ?  Both layman and clergyman 
p r o f i t  from h i s  deep i n s i g h t s  and s imple  explana- 
t i o n .  L i s t e n  t o  h i s  adv i ce  t o  P e t e r  and Master 
Barber ,  on t h e  u se  of S c r i p t u r e .  

F i r s t ,  when I f e e l  t h a t  I have become 
coo l  and j o y l e s s  i n  p r aye r  because of o t h e r  
t a s k s  o r  thoughts  ( f o r  t h e  f l e s h  and t h e  
d e v i l  always impede and o b s t r u c t  p r a y e r ) ,  
I t a k e  my l i t t l e  P s a l t e r ,  h u r r y  t o  my room, 
o r ,  i f  i t  be  t h e  day and hour  f o r  i t ,  t o  
t h e  church where a  congrega t ion  i s  assembled 
and, a s  t i m e  pe rmi t s ,  I say  q u i e t l y  t o  my- 
s e l f  and word-for-word t h e  Ten Commandments, 
t h e  Creed, and, i f  I have t ime,  some words 
of C h r i s t  o r  Pau l ,  o r  some Psalms, j u s t  as 
a c h i l d  might do. 7  

Luther  f a l l s  back on t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  f o r  h i s  per-  
s o n a l  f a i t h  and devo t iona l  l i f e .  The P s a l m i s t ' s  
words were L u t h e r ' s  words: "I w i l l  med i t a t e  on 
Thy p r e c e p t s ,  and r ega rd  Thy ways. I s h a l l  d e l i g h t  
i n  Thy s t a t u t e s ;  I s h a l l  n o t  f o r g e t  Thy word." 
(Ps.  119:15,16) The adv i ce  t o  Master P e t e r  was 
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  s e l f ;  t h e r e  was no double  s tandard  
f o r  t h e  Reformer. H e  was a  man t o  whom t h e  word 
l e c t i o  a p p l i e d  --reading, s tudying ,  b e l i e v i n g  
S c r i p t u r e .  He was a  p a s t o r  who preached: Do what 
I say ,  n o t  what I do! I t  needs t o  be noted aga in  
t h a t  some would p r e f e r  t o  keep t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  of 
S c r i p t u r e  under L u t h e r ' s  own word, med i t a t i o .  
While t h i s  i s  a  v a l i d  and a c c e p t a b l e  c r i t i c i s m ,  
t h e  writer of t h i s  paper  s t i l l  p l eads  f o r  a  d i s -  
t i n c t i o n .  S ince  t h e  a s s igned  t o p i c  i s  Luther ,  
t h e  Shepherd of Souls ,  t h e  w r i t e r  would l i k e  t o  
make a  d i s t i n c t i o n  --no ma t t e r  how f i n e  t h e  l i ne s - -  
between t h e  l e c t i o  --the i n t e l l e c t u a l  s tudy  and 
g ra sp  of t h e  Word, and t h e  m e d i t a t i o  -- t h e  in- 
depth c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  med i t a t i on ,  and a p p l i c a t i o n  
of t h e  t e x t  t o  h i s  pe r sona l  l i f e  and c a l l i n g .  
I t r u s t  t h e  r eade r  w i l l  con t i nue  t o  indulge  me 
i n  t h i s  r e q u e s t .  

ORATIO: A MAN OF PRAYER 

13 .  Ask, and it s h a l l  be  g iven  t o  you; seek,  and 
you s h a l l  f i n d ;  knock, and i t  s h a l l  be opened 

t o  you. For every  one who a s k s  r e c e i v e s ,  and h e  
who seeks  f i n d s ,  and t o  him who knocks i t  s h a l l  
be opened. Matthew 7:7,8 

14. Yet s ea r ch ing  t h e  Holy W r i t  was n o t  t h e  s o l e  
a c t i v i t y  of t h e  Wit tenberg p r o f e s s o r  i n  h i s  

devo t iona l  l i f e .  He was n o t  an  " ivory  tower" 
academician. P raye r  w a s  h i s  n a t u r a l  response t o  
t h e  Good News. ~ o d ' s  comment t o  Ananias concerning 
t h e  former p e r s e c u t o r  of t h e  church f i t s  Luther :  



 r rise and go t o  t h e  s t r e e t  c a l l e d  S t r a i g h t ,  and 
i n q u i r e  a t  t h e  house of Judas  f o r  a  man from Tarsus  
named Saul ,  f o r  behold, h e  is  praying.  " (Ac . 9: 11)  . 
Luther  w a s  such a  man of p raye r ;  h i s  pe r sona l  h i s -  
t o r y  and w r i t i n g  demonstrate  t h i s  f a c t .  The LARGE 
CATECHISM g i v e s  c l e a r  evidence:  

Consequently no th ing  is s o  necessary  a s  
t o  c a l l  upon God i n c e s s a n t l y  and drum i n t o  
h i s  ears our  p raye r  t h a t  h e  may g ive ,  pre-  
s e rve ,  and i n c r e a s e  i n  u s  f a i t h  and obe- 
d ience  t o  t h e  Ten Commandments. 

Luther  bu t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  Word o r  C h r i s t  i n  P a u l ' s  
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  church a t  Thessalonica:  "Pray with- 
ou t  ceasing."  (1 Th. 5:17).  H i s  need f o r  and 
confidence i n  p raye r  a s  h i s  own d a i l y  b r e a t h  i s  
exempl i f ied  i n  h i s  own w r i t i n g  on t h i s  very  s u b j e c t :  

To begin w i th ,  two t h i n g s  a r e  necessary  
s o  t h a t  a prayer  is  good and so  t h a t  i t  is  
heard ,  F i r s t ,  we must have a  promise o r  a 
p ledge  from God. W e  must r e f l e c t  on t h i s  
promise and remind God of i t ,  and i n  t h a t  
way be  emboldened t o  pray wi th  conf idence.9 

Luther  d i d  n o t  cons ider  h i s  m i n i s t r y  a p a r t  from 
prayer  --whether i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  l i f e  o r  pub l i c .  
L u t h e r ' s  wel l -publ ic ized  two hours  a  day i n  p raye r  
--his p r i v a t e  devotion-- a r e  a s  we l l  known t o  h i s  
fo l l ower s  as P a t r i c k  ~ e n r y ' s  "Give m e  l i b e r t y  o r  
g ive  me death!" t o  American p a t r i o t s .  Consider 
s e v e r a l  p r a y e r s  of t h e  Reformer concerning h i s  own 
minis t ry :  

Dear God, I have begun t o  preach,  and 
t o  t each  t h e  people.  It i s  hard .  I f  i t  
o f f e n d s  h e r e  and t h e r e ,  may no harm be 
done. S ince  you have commanded me t o  
preach  your word, I w i l l  n o t  s t op .  I f  i t  
f a i l s ,  it f a i l s  f o r  you. I f  i t  succeeds,  
it succeeds f o r  you and me.  Amen. 

You know how unworthy I am t o  f i l l  so  
g r e a t  and important  an o f f i c e .  Were i t  
no t  f o r  your counsel ,  I would have f a i l e d  
long ago. Therefore ,  I c a l l  upon you f o r  
guidance. Gladly w i l l  I g i v e  my h e a r t  
and v o i c e  t o  t h i s  work. I want t o  teach  
t h e  people .  I want always t o  seek and 
s tudy  i n  your word, and eage r ly  t o  medi- 
t a t e  upon it. Use me a s  your ins t rument .  
Lord, do no t  fo r sake  me. I f  I were a lone ,  
I would r u i n  every th ing .  Amen. 10 

I would t r u s t  a  p a s t o r  l i k e  t h a t ,  and s o  would you. 
I would open my h e a r t  t o  him, and so  would you. 
Here P a s t o r  Luther  opens h i s  h e a r t  t o  God and con- 
f e s s e s  h i s  f e a r s ,  h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  of h i s  own t a l e n t s ,  
h i s  hopes, h i s  d e s i r e s .  Prayer  i s  t h e  m i n i s t r y ' s  
d a i l y  b rea th  j u s t  a s  much a s  i t  i s  t h e  ~ h r i s t i a n ' s .  
O r a t i o  was no s u p e r f i c i a l  motto f o r  Luther ,  no 
bumper s t i c k e r  theology on "The family t h a t  p rays  
t oge the r  s t a y s  toge ther" ;  i t  was a  pe rcep t ion  of 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  l i f e ,  a way t o  m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  
people  and m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  h imse l f .  

15.  Often we only  cons ider  t h e  prayer  l i f e  of 
Luther  from i t s  d o c t r i n a l  and even polemical  

imp l i ca t i ons .  That i s  un fo r tuna t e ;  Luther  prac- 
t i c e d  prayer  be fo re  h e  l e c t u r e d  on i t  o r  defended 
i t .  He wres t l ed  wi th  God i n  prayer  over h i s  own 
"Anfechtung," h i s  anx ie ty .  H e  w a s  a  Jacob a t  t h e  
Jabbok be fo re  h e  was a  sys t ema t i c i an  o r  t e ache r .  
Prayer  i s  not  a  means of g race ;  i t  i s  a  response 
t o  t h e  t hank fu l  h e a r t  f o r  t h e  g i f t  of g race .  It i s  
a l s o  t h e  c r y  of t h e  t roub led  h e a r t .  Th i s  presen- 
t a t i o n  d e s i r e s  t o  show Luther  a t  p r aye r ,  n o t  simply 
l e c t u r i n g  on prayer .  It i s  i n  dea l ing  wi th  t h e  
u l t i m a t e s  of l i f e  t h a t  we see t h e  man f o r  what he 
is .  L i s t e n  t o  one of t h e  Reformer's p r aye r s  on 
death:  



 r rise and go t o  t h e  s t r e e t  c a l l e d  S t r a i g h t ,  and 
i n q u i r e  a t  t h e  house of Judas  f o r  a  man from Tarsus  
named Saul ,  f o r  behold, h e  is  praying.  " (Ac . 9: 11)  . 
Luther  w a s  such a  man of p raye r ;  h i s  pe r sona l  h i s -  
t o r y  and w r i t i n g  demonstrate  t h i s  f a c t .  The LARGE 
CATECHISM g i v e s  c l e a r  evidence:  

Consequently no th ing  is s o  necessary  a s  
t o  c a l l  upon God i n c e s s a n t l y  and drum i n t o  
h i s  ears our  p raye r  t h a t  h e  may g ive ,  pre-  
s e rve ,  and i n c r e a s e  i n  u s  f a i t h  and obe- 
d ience  t o  t h e  Ten Commandments. 

Luther  bu t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  Word o r  C h r i s t  i n  P a u l ' s  
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is .  L i s t e n  t o  one of t h e  Reformer's p r aye r s  on 
death:  



0 most p rec ious  God and Fa the r ,  i n  
p re f e r ence  t o  thousands of o t h e r s  you have 
g iven  me so  many p r i c e l e s s  g i f t s .  I f  i t  
i s  your w i l l ,  I would g l a d l y  u s e  t h e s e  
g i f t s  t o  s e r v e  your l i t t l e  f l o c k .  Le t  
your d i v i n e  and f a t h e r l y  w i l l  be done, 
s o  t h a t  whether I l i v e  o r  d i e ,  your name 
be p r a i s e d  through m e .  Amen. 11 

Here t h e  man p r e s e n t s  h i s  t r u s t  i n  t h e  heavenly 
Fa the r .  He d e a l s  wi th  t h e  u l t i m a t e  of h i s  own 
l i f e ,  h i s  pe r sona l  dea th .  He h a s  w r i t t e n  s e v e r a l  
p r aye r s  concerning h i s  own dea th ,  and t h e  dea th  
of o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s .  H i s  p r aye r  l i f e  was " fo r  
r ea l " ;  i t  was n o t  an e x e r c i s e  i n  l i t u r g i c a l  pom- 
p o s i t y  o r  v e r b o s i t y .  H e  p r e s e n t s  t h e  depth  and 
power of p rayer  i n  h i s  e x c e l l e n t  commentary on 
J a c o b ' s  p rayer  f o r  h i s  b a r r e n  wi fe ,  Rebecca, i n  
Ge. 25:21. It i s  a  chap te r  every Lutheran p a s t o r  
must read ;  it p r e s e n t s  t h e ' a n x i e t y ,  t h e  f e a r ,  t h e  
hope, t h e  expec t a t i on ,  t h e  de te rmina t ion ,  t h e  con- 
f i dence  of a  godly man's p rayer .  It i s  a "must"! 
One b r i e f  quote  w e  cons ider :  

The Hebrew v e r b  ATAR i s  very  emphatic;  
f o r  it i s  a  s p e c i a l  v e r b  of praying and 
means " t o  pray impor tuna te ly  and beyond 
measure," i n  such a  way t h a t  by knocking 
and importuning i n  a vexa t ious  manner w e  
annoy God. We c a l l  i t  " t o  p r e v a i l  upon." .... I f  He s t i l l  de l ays ,  you should never- 
t h e l e s s  no t  s t o p  pray ing  bu t  should say: 
"I s h a l l  n o t  cease ,  and I s h a l l  no t  s t o p  
knocking; bu t  I s h a l l  c r y  o u t  and knock 
u n t i l  t h e  end of my l i f e . " l 2  

Here is no co ld ,  c lassroom l e c t u r e r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  
t h e o l o g i c a l  t h e s e s  t o  t h e  un learned;  h e r e  i s  a  man 
who l i v e d  t h e  a n x i e t y  of Isaac, who knew what i t  
was t o  ask ,  seek  and knock wi th  a11  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  
of t h e  world,  f l e s h  and s a t a n  upon him. W e  can 

l e a r n  about o r a t i o  from such a  man of God, and we 
can s e e  our  own m i n i s t r y  bracke ted  and adorned 
wi th  p e t i t i o n s ,  i n t e r c e s s i o n s ,  thanksgiv ings ,  
and p r a i s e .  God g r a n t  our  church such men! 

16 .  Furthermore, Luther  be l i eved  i n  t h e  e f f i c a c y  
of t h e  need f o r  p rayer  i n  a l l  a r e a s  of human 

endeavor. It was no t  t h a t  h e  considered prayer  
only f o r  s p i r i t u a l  ma t t e r s .  Prayer  was a p p l i c a b l e  
t o  every problem and endeavor of man. Luther  was 
no t  a  myopic churchman who was unconcerned about 
economics, k ings ,  educa t ion  and t h e  l i k e .  For him 
prayer  belonged i n  t h e  p a s t o r ' s  h e a r t  f o r  a l l  s o r t s  
and cond i t i ons  of man. L i s t e n  t o  h i s  comments on 
1  Tm: 

We must pray: "I am indeed unworthy 
t o  ask .  But I cons ide r  no t  my i n s i g n i f i -  
cance bu t  your g rea tnes s . "  It i s  a  shame 
t o  pray t o  God f o r  a  mere p i t t a n c e .  From 
t h e  g r e a t n e s s  of t h e  g i f t s  t h e  confidence 
t o  ask  f o r  g r e a t  t h i n g s  grows. He gave 
H i s  Son. Our p e t i t i o n s  --peace i n  t he  
world, wisdom f o r  magis t ra tes--  a r e  f a r  
i n f e r i o r  t o  prayer  f o r  e t e r n a l  l i f e  and 
remiss ion  of s ins . . .These  p o s t u l a t i o n s  a r e  
p rope r ly  i n t e r c e s s i o n s .  We c o r r e c t l y  
apply them t o  our  enemies ... who do not  
seem worthy of our  praying f o r  them. l 3  

Luther  does no t  advocate  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  pray only 
f o r  s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s .  Even h i s  enemies a r e  t h e  
o b j e c t  of h i s  i n t e r c e s s i o n s  and s u p p l i c a t i o n s .  

1 7 .  No ma t t e r  which volume of L u t h e r ' s  works one 
pe ruses ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  and need f o r  p rayer  i s  

i n  evidence.  It i s  n o t  t h a t  one s ea rches  f o r  
quo te s  on t h e  p a s t o r  a t  p r aye r ;  r a t h e r  i t  i s  a  
ma t t e r  of which quo te s  does one want? L i s t e n  t o  
t h e  Reformer's comments on John 14:13,14: 



0 most p rec ious  God and Fa the r ,  i n  
p re f e r ence  t o  thousands of o t h e r s  you have 
g iven  me so  many p r i c e l e s s  g i f t s .  I f  i t  
i s  your w i l l ,  I would g l a d l y  u s e  t h e s e  
g i f t s  t o  s e r v e  your l i t t l e  f l o c k .  Le t  
your d i v i n e  and f a t h e r l y  w i l l  be done, 
s o  t h a t  whether I l i v e  o r  d i e ,  your name 
be p r a i s e d  through m e .  Amen. 11 

Here t h e  man p r e s e n t s  h i s  t r u s t  i n  t h e  heavenly 
Fa the r .  He d e a l s  wi th  t h e  u l t i m a t e  of h i s  own 
l i f e ,  h i s  pe r sona l  dea th .  He h a s  w r i t t e n  s e v e r a l  
p r aye r s  concerning h i s  own dea th ,  and t h e  dea th  
of o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s .  H i s  p r aye r  l i f e  was " fo r  
r ea l " ;  i t  was n o t  an e x e r c i s e  i n  l i t u r g i c a l  pom- 
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must read ;  it p r e s e n t s  t h e ' a n x i e t y ,  t h e  f e a r ,  t h e  
hope, t h e  expec t a t i on ,  t h e  de te rmina t ion ,  t h e  con- 
f i dence  of a  godly man's p rayer .  It i s  a "must"! 
One b r i e f  quote  w e  cons ider :  

The Hebrew v e r b  ATAR i s  very  emphatic;  
f o r  it i s  a  s p e c i a l  v e r b  of praying and 
means " t o  pray impor tuna te ly  and beyond 
measure," i n  such a  way t h a t  by knocking 
and importuning i n  a vexa t ious  manner w e  
annoy God. We c a l l  i t  " t o  p r e v a i l  upon." .... I f  He s t i l l  de l ays ,  you should never- 
t h e l e s s  no t  s t o p  pray ing  bu t  should say: 
"I s h a l l  n o t  cease ,  and I s h a l l  no t  s t o p  
knocking; bu t  I s h a l l  c r y  o u t  and knock 
u n t i l  t h e  end of my l i f e . " l 2  

Here is no co ld ,  c lassroom l e c t u r e r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  
t h e o l o g i c a l  t h e s e s  t o  t h e  un learned;  h e r e  i s  a  man 
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of t h e  world,  f l e s h  and s a t a n  upon him. W e  can 

l e a r n  about o r a t i o  from such a  man of God, and we 
can s e e  our  own m i n i s t r y  bracke ted  and adorned 
wi th  p e t i t i o n s ,  i n t e r c e s s i o n s ,  thanksgiv ings ,  
and p r a i s e .  God g r a n t  our  church such men! 

16 .  Furthermore, Luther  be l i eved  i n  t h e  e f f i c a c y  
of t h e  need f o r  p rayer  i n  a l l  a r e a s  of human 

endeavor. It was no t  t h a t  h e  considered prayer  
only f o r  s p i r i t u a l  ma t t e r s .  Prayer  was a p p l i c a b l e  
t o  every problem and endeavor of man. Luther  was 
no t  a  myopic churchman who was unconcerned about 
economics, k ings ,  educa t ion  and t h e  l i k e .  For him 
prayer  belonged i n  t h e  p a s t o r ' s  h e a r t  f o r  a l l  s o r t s  
and cond i t i ons  of man. L i s t e n  t o  h i s  comments on 
1  Tm: 

We must pray: "I am indeed unworthy 
t o  ask .  But I cons ide r  no t  my i n s i g n i f i -  
cance bu t  your g rea tnes s . "  It i s  a  shame 
t o  pray t o  God f o r  a  mere p i t t a n c e .  From 
t h e  g r e a t n e s s  of t h e  g i f t s  t h e  confidence 
t o  ask  f o r  g r e a t  t h i n g s  grows. He gave 
H i s  Son. Our p e t i t i o n s  --peace i n  t he  
world, wisdom f o r  magis t ra tes--  a r e  f a r  
i n f e r i o r  t o  prayer  f o r  e t e r n a l  l i f e  and 
remiss ion  of s ins . . .These  p o s t u l a t i o n s  a r e  
p rope r ly  i n t e r c e s s i o n s .  We c o r r e c t l y  
apply them t o  our  enemies ... who do not  
seem worthy of our  praying f o r  them. l 3  

Luther  does no t  advocate  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  pray only 
f o r  s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s .  Even h i s  enemies a r e  t h e  
o b j e c t  of h i s  i n t e r c e s s i o n s  and s u p p l i c a t i o n s .  

1 7 .  No ma t t e r  which volume of L u t h e r ' s  works one 
pe ruses ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  and need f o r  p rayer  i s  

i n  evidence.  It i s  n o t  t h a t  one s ea rches  f o r  
quo te s  on t h e  p a s t o r  a t  p r aye r ;  r a t h e r  i t  i s  a  
ma t t e r  of which quo te s  does one want? L i s t e n  t o  
t h e  Reformer's comments on John 14:13,14: 



Therefore  wherever t h e r e  i s  a  C h r i s t i a n ,  
t h e r e  i s  none o t h e r  than  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  
who does no th ing  bu t  pray without  ceas ing .  
Even though one does no t  move one ' s  l i p s  
and form words cont inuous ly ,  one ' s  h e a r t  
none the l e s s  does b e a t  i n c e s s a n t l y ,  and, 
l i k e  t h e  p u l s e  and t h e  h e a r t  i n  t h e  body, 
it b e a t s  wi th  s i g h s  such a s  these :  "Oh, 
dear  Fa the r ,  p l e a s e  l e t  Thy name be ha l -  
lowed, Thy kingdom come, Thy w i l l  be done 
among u s  and everyone!" And when blows 
f a l l ,  when tempta t ions  th icken ,  and adver- 
s i t y  p r e s s e s  ha rde r ,  t hen  such s igh ing  
p raye r s  become more f e r v e n t  and a l s o  f i n d  
words. A C h r i s t i a n  wi thout  p rayer  i s  j u s t  
a s  impossible  as a  l i v i n g  person wi thout  a  
pu lse .  The p u l s e  i s  never  mot ion less ;  i t  
moves and b e a t s  c o n s t a n t l y ,  whether one is  
a s l e e p  o r  something e l s e  keeps one from 
being aware of i t . 1 4  

Need one e l a b o r a t e  more on ~ u t h e r ' s  understanding 
of t h e  va lue  f o r  a  r e g u l a r  p rayer  l i f e  --for p a s t o r  
o r  p a r i s h i o n e r ?  The church is  p a i n f u l l y  aware 
today of t h e  t e r m  "burn-out"; i t  i s  t h e  newer word 
f o r  "nervous breakdown" o r  "mental f a t i gue . "  
There i s  another  term f o r  i t  t h e  church ought t o  
remember - - s p i r i t u a l  bankruptcy. The a p p a l l i n g  
l a c k  of a  proper  devo t iona l  and prayer  l i f e  among 
t h e  c l e rgy  i s  no s e c r e t .  O r a t i o  i s  no t  h igh  on 
t h e  agenda of f a r  t o o  many clergemen, even our  own; 
i t  was f o r  Luther .  ~ o d a y ' s  shepherd of s o u l s  had 
b e t t e r  s e i z e  t h i s  command and g i f t  of God; h i s  
m i n i s t r y  depends on i t .  O r a t i o  i s  n o t  a  luxury ;  
i t  i s  p a r t  of t h e  warp and woof of t h e  d i v i n e  
o f f i c e ,  no t  j u s t  t h e  layman's c a l l i n g .  Luther  
reminds h i s  fo l l ower s  of t h e  primacy of prayer :  

Therefore  C h r i s t  wants t o  say here:  
"When you b e l i e v e  i n  Me and have rece ived  
t h e  s p i r i t  by which t h e  h e a r t  is  assured  

of t h e  g race  of God ( C h r i s t  had s a i d  
above: "He who h a s  seen  Me h a s  seen t h e  
Fa the r . " ) ,  t hen  you w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be  
cons t r a ined  t o  pray." For p raye r  i s  t h e  
t r u e  work c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  only of Chris- 
t i a n s .  l5 

Would anyone doubt t h a t  Luther  intended t h i s  f o r  
shepherd and p a r i s h i o n e r  a l i k e ?  

TENTATIO: A MAN OF TRIAL 

18 ,  A s  an  example, b r e th ren ,  of s u f f e r i n g  and 
pa t i ence ,  t ake  t h e  prophets  who spoke i n  t h e  

name of t h e  Lord. James 5:10 

19. T e n t a t i o  p l a c e s  t h e  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  world 
t h a t  is,  not  t h e  world of textbook,  candle ,  

cassock and b e l l .  Most of you have met some of t h e  
g r e a t  s o l d i e r s  of t h e  c r o s s  from some mission s t a -  
t i o n  around t h e  world,  o r  a  seminary classroom, o r  
a  l o c a l  p a r i s h .  They have always impressed us  
because of t h e i r  whole au ra  of being a  " l i t t l e  
Chr i s t "  ( t o  use  L u t h e r ' s  term) i n  t h e  r e a l  world,  
I have known such men and so  have you. It  i s  no t  
unusual t h a t  they a r e  men who have endured much; 
they have n o t  complained, whined, o r  grumbled about  
how l i f e  and God t r e a t s  them. They do no t  spend 
t h e i r  t i m e  looking f o r  a  c a l l  worthy of t h e i r  g r e a t  
t a l e n t s .  The d a r k e s t  p l a c e s ,  t h e  l o n e l i e s t  out- 
p o s t s ,  t h e  avoided co rne r s  of t h e  vineyard a r e  
t h e i r  p l a c e s  of s e r v i c e .  Not always, bu t  o f t e n  
they  a r e  underpaid,  overlooked, and --on occasion-- 
a r e  even an embarrassment t o  t h e  church. Sure ly  
they understand t e n t a t i o ;  they  a r e  impressive 
examples of l i v i n g  a  theology of t h e  c r o s s .  They 
know what i t  i s  l i k e  t o  l i v e  t h e i r  orthodox Luth- 
e r a n  theology i n  a world of chaos and darkness .  
It is t h i s  concept t h a t  Luther  himself  l i v e d  and 



Therefore  wherever t h e r e  i s  a  C h r i s t i a n ,  
t h e r e  i s  none o t h e r  than  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  
who does no th ing  bu t  pray without  ceas ing .  
Even though one does no t  move one ' s  l i p s  
and form words cont inuous ly ,  one ' s  h e a r t  
none the l e s s  does b e a t  i n c e s s a n t l y ,  and, 
l i k e  t h e  p u l s e  and t h e  h e a r t  i n  t h e  body, 
it b e a t s  wi th  s i g h s  such a s  these :  "Oh, 
dear  Fa the r ,  p l e a s e  l e t  Thy name be ha l -  
lowed, Thy kingdom come, Thy w i l l  be done 
among u s  and everyone!" And when blows 
f a l l ,  when tempta t ions  th icken ,  and adver- 
s i t y  p r e s s e s  ha rde r ,  t hen  such s igh ing  
p raye r s  become more f e r v e n t  and a l s o  f i n d  
words. A C h r i s t i a n  wi thout  p rayer  i s  j u s t  
a s  impossible  as a  l i v i n g  person wi thout  a  
pu lse .  The p u l s e  i s  never  mot ion less ;  i t  
moves and b e a t s  c o n s t a n t l y ,  whether one is  
a s l e e p  o r  something e l s e  keeps one from 
being aware of i t . 1 4  

Need one e l a b o r a t e  more on ~ u t h e r ' s  understanding 
of t h e  va lue  f o r  a  r e g u l a r  p rayer  l i f e  --for p a s t o r  
o r  p a r i s h i o n e r ?  The church is  p a i n f u l l y  aware 
today of t h e  t e r m  "burn-out"; i t  i s  t h e  newer word 
f o r  "nervous breakdown" o r  "mental f a t i gue . "  
There i s  another  term f o r  i t  t h e  church ought t o  
remember - - s p i r i t u a l  bankruptcy. The a p p a l l i n g  
l a c k  of a  proper  devo t iona l  and prayer  l i f e  among 
t h e  c l e rgy  i s  no s e c r e t .  O r a t i o  i s  no t  h igh  on 
t h e  agenda of f a r  t o o  many clergemen, even our  own; 
i t  was f o r  Luther .  ~ o d a y ' s  shepherd of s o u l s  had 
b e t t e r  s e i z e  t h i s  command and g i f t  of God; h i s  
m i n i s t r y  depends on i t .  O r a t i o  i s  n o t  a  luxury ;  
i t  i s  p a r t  of t h e  warp and woof of t h e  d i v i n e  
o f f i c e ,  no t  j u s t  t h e  layman's c a l l i n g .  Luther  
reminds h i s  fo l l ower s  of t h e  primacy of prayer :  

Therefore  C h r i s t  wants t o  say here:  
"When you b e l i e v e  i n  Me and have rece ived  
t h e  s p i r i t  by which t h e  h e a r t  is  assured  

of t h e  g race  of God ( C h r i s t  had s a i d  
above: "He who h a s  seen  Me h a s  seen t h e  
Fa the r . " ) ,  t hen  you w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be  
cons t r a ined  t o  pray." For p raye r  i s  t h e  
t r u e  work c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  only of Chris- 
t i a n s .  l5 

Would anyone doubt t h a t  Luther  intended t h i s  f o r  
shepherd and p a r i s h i o n e r  a l i k e ?  

TENTATIO: A MAN OF TRIAL 

18 ,  A s  an  example, b r e th ren ,  of s u f f e r i n g  and 
pa t i ence ,  t ake  t h e  prophets  who spoke i n  t h e  

name of t h e  Lord. James 5:10 

19. T e n t a t i o  p l a c e s  t h e  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  world 
t h a t  is,  not  t h e  world of textbook,  candle ,  

cassock and b e l l .  Most of you have met some of t h e  
g r e a t  s o l d i e r s  of t h e  c r o s s  from some mission s t a -  
t i o n  around t h e  world,  o r  a  seminary classroom, o r  
a  l o c a l  p a r i s h .  They have always impressed us  
because of t h e i r  whole au ra  of being a  " l i t t l e  
Chr i s t "  ( t o  use  L u t h e r ' s  term) i n  t h e  r e a l  world,  
I have known such men and so  have you. It  i s  no t  
unusual t h a t  they a r e  men who have endured much; 
they have n o t  complained, whined, o r  grumbled about  
how l i f e  and God t r e a t s  them. They do no t  spend 
t h e i r  t i m e  looking f o r  a  c a l l  worthy of t h e i r  g r e a t  
t a l e n t s .  The d a r k e s t  p l a c e s ,  t h e  l o n e l i e s t  out- 
p o s t s ,  t h e  avoided co rne r s  of t h e  vineyard a r e  
t h e i r  p l a c e s  of s e r v i c e .  Not always, bu t  o f t e n  
they  a r e  underpaid,  overlooked, and --on occasion-- 
a r e  even an embarrassment t o  t h e  church. Sure ly  
they understand t e n t a t i o ;  they  a r e  impressive 
examples of l i v i n g  a  theology of t h e  c r o s s .  They 
know what i t  i s  l i k e  t o  l i v e  t h e i r  orthodox Luth- 
e r a n  theology i n  a world of chaos and darkness .  
It is t h i s  concept t h a t  Luther  himself  l i v e d  and 



preached. T e n t a t i o  i s  t h e  a n v i l  on which t h e  
shepherd of s o u l s  --the h o t ,  f i r e d  "ironH-- i s  
hammered and tempered i n t o  one of God's committed 
and s k i l l e d  workmen. 

20. T e n t a t i o  was mentioned a t  t h e  end of t h e  above 
s e c t i o n  on p raye r ;  i t  r e a r s  i t s  head aga in  and 

aga in .  While T e n t a t i o  i n c l u d e s  s imple tempta t ion  
t o  e v i l ,  w e  w i l l  l i m i t  ou r se lves  t o  one a s p e c t  of 
t h e  concept.  T e n t a t i o  i s  n o t  a  f o r e i g n  exper ience  
today f o r  t h e  clergyman o r  many o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s  
a s  we l l .  Perhaps t h e  German word Angst o r  t h e  
modern exp re s s ions  t e n s i o n ,  stress, p re s su re ,  
a n x i e t y  convey i t  more c l e a r l y  t o  our  contemporary 
e a r s .  Theology i s  above a l l  p r a c t i c a l .  ~ u t h e r ' s  
exper ience  under t e n t a t i o  was no t  a  phenomenon of 
t h e  middle ages ;  today t e n t a t i o  i s  a l i v e ,  w e l l  and 
ope ra t i ng  i n  t h e  Lutheran Church --overtime. 
Searching f o r  t h e  p a s t o r  of s o u l s  i n  Luther  demands 
t h a t  t h e  church b r i n g  h i s  exper ience  and m i n i s t r y  
t o  our  t ime and our  p l ace .  It i s  of i n t e r e s t  and 
concern t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  t h e  church h a s  n o t  done 
we l l  i n  p repa r ing  men f o r  t h e  t e n t a t i o  of l i f e  i n  
t h e  congregat ion.  I n  our  l e g i t i m a t e  concern f o r  
d o c t r i n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  exce l lence ,  i t  seems 
t h a t  t h e  man i n  h i s  environment a t  t imes h a s  suf -  
f e r e d  l o s s .  I have pe r sona l ly  known f o u r  young 
Lutheran clergymen who have taken t h e i r  own l i v e s .  
The a s s a u l t s  of t h e  E v i l  One w i l l  never  f a i l  t o  
t a r g e t  t h e  undershepherd. L i s t e n  t o  t h e  t eache r :  

I f  I were t o  w r i t e  of t h e  burdens t h a t  
a preacher  must bear  and endure,  as I know 
them and myself experienced,  I would 
f r i g h t e n  everybody away from t h e  m i n i s t r y .  
For a  devout,  God-fearing preacher  must be  
s o  minded t h a t  t h e r e  i s  noth ing  he d e s i r e s  
more t han  C h r i s t ,  h i s  Lord and Saviour ,  and 
t h e  e t e r n a l  l i f e  t o  come, s o  t h a t  even 
though h e  l o s e  t h i s  l i f e  and a l l  e l s e ,  

C h r i s t  would s t i l l  say t o  him: Come unto  
me; you have been my beloved, f a i t h f u l  
s e rvan t .  1.6 

Luther  pursued no goa l  of a  theology of g lo ry .  
Heaven is  a  f u t u r e  even t ,  n o t  p r e sen t .  The b a t t l e  
of l i f e  went on f o r  Luther  and goes on f o r  h i s  
fo l l ower s  today. Luther  was t h e  one who threw t h e  
ink  b o t t l e  a t  t h e  d e v i l ,  remember? I l i k e  t h a t  
kind of p a s t o r .  He was under no i l l u s i o n ;  being 
a  C h r i s t i a n  and a  p a s t o r  was no t  an i nocu la t i on  
a g a i n s t  t h e  a s s a u l t s  of t h e  E v i l  One. It is  through 
t h e  t r i a l s  and tempta t ions  of l i f e  t h a t  t h e  shepherd 
of s o u l s  grows and develops a s  a  t r u e  See l so rge r  
( c u r a t e  of sou l s )  . 
21.  While our  paper c e n t e r s  on t h e  man Luther  and 

h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  perhaps a  s ta tement  by t h e  g r e a t  
B r i t i s h  poe t ,  Robert  Browning, would encapsula te  
~ u t h e r ' s  concept of t e n t a t i o :  

When t h e  f i g h t  beg ins  w i t h i n  h imse l f ,  
a  man's worth something. God s toops  o ' e r  
h i s  head, Sa tan  looks  up between h i s  f e e t  
--both tug-- h e ' s  l e f t ,  h imse l f ,  i' t h e  
middle; t h e  s o u l  wakes and grows. Prolong 
t h a t  b a t t l e  through h i s  l i f e !  Never l eave  
growing t i l l  t h e  l i f e  t o  come. 

Even a  b r i e f  survey of t h e  l i f e  of Luther  impresses  
t h e  r eade r  wi th  t h e  man's s t r u g g l e s  t h a t  would have 
overwhelmed a  l e s s e r  man. The stress under which 
Luther  l i v e d  and worked does n o t  a l l ow  one t o  c l a s s -  
i f y  him a s  a  "9 t o  5." worker. He fought  b a t t l e s  on 
t h e  one s i d e  a g a i n s t  Rome and on t h e  o t h e r  a g a i n s t  
t h e  e n t h u s i a s t s ,  p l u s  oppos i t i on  among h i s  f r i e n d s  
and suppor t e r s .  He claimed somewhere t h a t  he  was 
w e l l  a b l e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of himself  a g a i n s t  h i s  ene- 
mies,  bu t  God h e l p  him wi th  h i s  f r i e n d s .  Even h i s  
t r u s t e d  l i e u t e n a n t ,  Melanchthon, proved f a l s e .  
Secular  p r i n c e s  a s  w e l l  were a f t e r  h i s  l i f e .  Every 



preached. T e n t a t i o  i s  t h e  a n v i l  on which t h e  
shepherd of s o u l s  --the h o t ,  f i r e d  "ironH-- i s  
hammered and tempered i n t o  one of God's committed 
and s k i l l e d  workmen. 

20. T e n t a t i o  was mentioned a t  t h e  end of t h e  above 
s e c t i o n  on p raye r ;  i t  r e a r s  i t s  head aga in  and 

aga in .  While T e n t a t i o  i n c l u d e s  s imple tempta t ion  
t o  e v i l ,  w e  w i l l  l i m i t  ou r se lves  t o  one a s p e c t  of 
t h e  concept.  T e n t a t i o  i s  n o t  a  f o r e i g n  exper ience  
today f o r  t h e  clergyman o r  many o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n s  
a s  we l l .  Perhaps t h e  German word Angst o r  t h e  
modern exp re s s ions  t e n s i o n ,  stress, p re s su re ,  
a n x i e t y  convey i t  more c l e a r l y  t o  our  contemporary 
e a r s .  Theology i s  above a l l  p r a c t i c a l .  ~ u t h e r ' s  
exper ience  under t e n t a t i o  was no t  a  phenomenon of 
t h e  middle ages ;  today t e n t a t i o  i s  a l i v e ,  w e l l  and 
ope ra t i ng  i n  t h e  Lutheran Church --overtime. 
Searching f o r  t h e  p a s t o r  of s o u l s  i n  Luther  demands 
t h a t  t h e  church b r i n g  h i s  exper ience  and m i n i s t r y  
t o  our  t ime and our  p l ace .  It i s  of i n t e r e s t  and 
concern t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  t h e  church h a s  n o t  done 
we l l  i n  p repa r ing  men f o r  t h e  t e n t a t i o  of l i f e  i n  
t h e  congregat ion.  I n  our  l e g i t i m a t e  concern f o r  
d o c t r i n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  exce l lence ,  i t  seems 
t h a t  t h e  man i n  h i s  environment a t  t imes h a s  suf -  
f e r e d  l o s s .  I have pe r sona l ly  known f o u r  young 
Lutheran clergymen who have taken t h e i r  own l i v e s .  
The a s s a u l t s  of t h e  E v i l  One w i l l  never  f a i l  t o  
t a r g e t  t h e  undershepherd. L i s t e n  t o  t h e  t eache r :  

I f  I were t o  w r i t e  of t h e  burdens t h a t  
a preacher  must bear  and endure,  as I know 
them and myself experienced,  I would 
f r i g h t e n  everybody away from t h e  m i n i s t r y .  
For a  devout,  God-fearing preacher  must be  
s o  minded t h a t  t h e r e  i s  noth ing  he d e s i r e s  
more t han  C h r i s t ,  h i s  Lord and Saviour ,  and 
t h e  e t e r n a l  l i f e  t o  come, s o  t h a t  even 
though h e  l o s e  t h i s  l i f e  and a l l  e l s e ,  

C h r i s t  would s t i l l  say t o  him: Come unto  
me; you have been my beloved, f a i t h f u l  
s e rvan t .  1.6 

Luther  pursued no goa l  of a  theology of g lo ry .  
Heaven is  a  f u t u r e  even t ,  n o t  p r e sen t .  The b a t t l e  
of l i f e  went on f o r  Luther  and goes on f o r  h i s  
fo l l ower s  today. Luther  was t h e  one who threw t h e  
ink  b o t t l e  a t  t h e  d e v i l ,  remember? I l i k e  t h a t  
kind of p a s t o r .  He was under no i l l u s i o n ;  being 
a  C h r i s t i a n  and a  p a s t o r  was no t  an i nocu la t i on  
a g a i n s t  t h e  a s s a u l t s  of t h e  E v i l  One. It is  through 
t h e  t r i a l s  and tempta t ions  of l i f e  t h a t  t h e  shepherd 
of s o u l s  grows and develops a s  a  t r u e  See l so rge r  
( c u r a t e  of sou l s )  . 
21.  While our  paper c e n t e r s  on t h e  man Luther  and 

h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  perhaps a  s ta tement  by t h e  g r e a t  
B r i t i s h  poe t ,  Robert  Browning, would encapsula te  
~ u t h e r ' s  concept of t e n t a t i o :  

When t h e  f i g h t  beg ins  w i t h i n  h imse l f ,  
a  man's worth something. God s toops  o ' e r  
h i s  head, Sa tan  looks  up between h i s  f e e t  
--both tug-- h e ' s  l e f t ,  h imse l f ,  i' t h e  
middle; t h e  s o u l  wakes and grows. Prolong 
t h a t  b a t t l e  through h i s  l i f e !  Never l eave  
growing t i l l  t h e  l i f e  t o  come. 

Even a  b r i e f  survey of t h e  l i f e  of Luther  impresses  
t h e  r eade r  wi th  t h e  man's s t r u g g l e s  t h a t  would have 
overwhelmed a  l e s s e r  man. The stress under which 
Luther  l i v e d  and worked does n o t  a l l ow  one t o  c l a s s -  
i f y  him a s  a  "9 t o  5." worker. He fought  b a t t l e s  on 
t h e  one s i d e  a g a i n s t  Rome and on t h e  o t h e r  a g a i n s t  
t h e  e n t h u s i a s t s ,  p l u s  oppos i t i on  among h i s  f r i e n d s  
and suppor t e r s .  He claimed somewhere t h a t  he  was 
w e l l  a b l e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of himself  a g a i n s t  h i s  ene- 
mies,  bu t  God h e l p  him wi th  h i s  f r i e n d s .  Even h i s  
t r u s t e d  l i e u t e n a n t ,  Melanchthon, proved f a l s e .  
Secular  p r i n c e s  a s  w e l l  were a f t e r  h i s  l i f e .  Every 



theo logian  of every s t r i p e ,  every "ne'er-do-well 
clergyman" and every "crack-pot reformer' '  was ou t  
t o  u se  Luther  a s  h i s  f o i l  and s t epp ing  s tone .  It 
i s  no wonder t h e  man wrote  of h i s  own t e n t a t i o :  

I have s u f f e r e d  very  g r e a t  t empta t ions .  
They exhausted my whole body. I could 
h a r d l y  draw my b r e a t h .  And no man could 
console  me, Everyone t o  whom I complained 
sa id :  W e  know noth ing  of t h i s  t empta t ion .  
Therefore  I sa id :  Am I ,  then ,  t h e  on1 
one t o  s u f f e r  t h i s  s p i r i t  of s adnes s? l  7 

22. One must make t h e  connect ion between ~ u t h e r ' s  
exper ience  and t h e  c l e r g y  of our day. They 

a r e  no d i f f e r e n t ;  they s u f f e r  no more o r  l e s s  than  
Luther .  Nervous break-down, "burn ou t , "  mental 
f a t i g u e  a r e  a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  s t r e s s ,  t e n t a t i o .  One 
way Luther  d e a l t  w i th  t h i s  phenomenon was w i th  a  
s t rong ,  d i s c i p l i n e d  devo t iona l  l i f e ,  He cen t e r ed  
on t h e  Word and prayer .  T e n t a t i o  became a  p l u s ,  
n o t  a  minus. T e n t a t i o  was no t  a  c o l l a p s e  of w i l l ,  
of nerve,  of energy, of commitment. It became a  
s t epp ing  s t o n e  t o  g r e a t e r  s e r v i c e .  ~ u t h e r ' s  s t e e l  
was tempered by t e n t a t i o ,  no t  so f t ened  o r  broken. 

MEDITATIO: A MAN OF CONTEMPLATION 

23. Le t  t h e  words of  my mouth and t h e  medi ta t ion  
of my h e a r t  be accep tab l e  i n  Thy s i g h t ,  

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer, Psalm 19:14 

24.  The word med i t a t i o ,  a s  i nd i ca t ed ,  can be 
inc luded  wi th  our  prev ious  d i s c u s s i o n  of 

l e c t i o .  Y e t  t h i s  paper  would l i k e  t o  stress t h e  
in-depth concen t r a t i on  of t h e  man on t h e  promises 

A t  n i g h t  always c a r r y  i n  your h e a r t  
something from Holy S c r i p t u r e s  t o  bed with 
you, med i t a t e  upon i t  l i k e  a  ruminant an i -  
mal, and go s o f t l y  t o  s l e e p ;  bu t  t h i s  must 
n o t  be  too  much, r a t h e r  a  l i t t l e  t h a t  may 
be w e l l  pondered and understood,  t h a t  you 
may f i n d  a  remnant of it i n  your mind when 
you r i s e  i n  t h e  morning. And i n  a l l  one ' s  
s tudy  of t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  one must 
always d e s p a i r  of one ' s  own a b i l i t y  and 
l a b o r s  bu t  only pray God wi th  f e a r  and 
humi l i t y  f o r  understanding.  Therefore ,  
when you approach t h e  Bib le ,  f i r s t  l i f t  up 
your eyes  and h e a r t  t o  C h r i s t  i n  heaven and 
i n  a  b r i e f  s u p p l i c a t i o n  implore h i s  g race ;  
which must a l s o  be done o f t e n  dur ing  one ' s  
read ing  i n  o rde r  t h a t  you may t h i n k  and say: 
Lord, g r a n t  t h a t  I may r i g h t l y  understand 
t h i s ,  bu t  even more t h a t  I may perform i t ,  
but  above a l l  t h i n g s  guard a g a i n s t  d e s i r i n g  
t o  s tudy  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  only i n  o rde r  t o  
know and understand them ( f o r  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
you a r e  no t  such s t u p i d  s c h o l a r s  a s  t o  seek 
honor,  ga in ,  o r  g lo ry  t he reby ) ,  o r  even t o  
be a b l e  t o  teach  o t h e r s .  Your purpose must 
be adeaua te lv  s u r e ,  f o r  even h e r e  empty 
va ing lo ry  may l i k e l y  be concealed and hidden. 
Rather  you must seek a b s o l u t e l y  nothing bu t  
t h e  g l o r y  of God, i n  such s p i r i t  t h a t  your 
one thought is: Behold, d e a r e s t  Lord J e s u s ,  
i f  t h i s  s tudy  be no t  t o  thy  g l o r y ,  l e t  me 
not  understand a  s y l l a b l e  of i t ;  bu t  g r an t  
un to  me, a  poor s i n n e r ,  a s  much a s  i n  thy 
s i g h t  s h a l l  be  t o  thy  g l o r y .  18 

25. Here Luther  warns a g a i n s t  t h e  shee r  academic, 
s c h o l a r l y  use  of t h e  Word of God. A 1 1  of u s  

would agree .  Orthodoxy t h a t  becomes an academic 
e x e r c i s e  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e  of theology i s  of l i t t l e  
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v a l u e  t o  t h e  p a s t o r  o r  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r  o r  t o  God. 
It i s  f o r  t h i s  r ea son  I decided t o  s t r e s s  a  d i f f e r -  
ence between m e d i t a t i o  and l e c t i o .  No one would 
accuse  Luther  of hav ing  a  mere i n t e l l e c t u a l  g r a sp  
of S c r i p t u r e ;  it i s  f o r  t h a t  r ea son  t h e  emphasis 
needs t o  b e  made. The Psa lmi s t  reminds u s  c l e a r l y :  
"0 how I l o v e  Thy law! It i s  my med i t a t i on  a l l  t h e  
day. I have more i n s i g h t  t han  a l l  my t e a c h e r s ,  f o r  
Thy t e s t i m o n i e s  a r e  my med i t a t i on .  (Ps  119: 97,99) 
Luther  p r a c t i c e d  what h e  preached.  He was no mere 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  g i a n t  working through t h e o l o g i c a l  
formulas;  he  was a  shepherd of s o u l s  who be l i eved  
what he  l e a rned  and app l i ed  t h e  d o c t r i n e  t o  h i s  own 
l i f e  f i r s t .  He l i v e d  what he  confessed ;  he  immersed 
himself  i n  t h e  Word of God. It was h i s  d a i l y  food.  
Here i s  a  h e a l t h y  l a c k  of t h e  a b s t r a c t ,  pompous 
ja rgon  of much modern theology.  The farmer ,  t h e  
housewife,  t h e  p a s t o r  can unders tand  and absorb  
what Luther  w r i t e s .  The Reformer was a b l e  t o  w r i t e  
from h e a r t  t o  h e a r t ;  i n  s h o r t ,  he  had what we d e s i r e  
t o  i n c u l c a t e  i n  every seminary s t u d e n t  --a p a s t o r a l  
h e a r t !  Th i s  comes from t h e  man of God who indeed 
med i t a t e s ,  contemplates ,  mu l l s  over  t h e  l i v i n g  Word. 
L ike  t h e  t a s t e r  of f i n e  wines,  h e  s avo r s  every drop,  
h e  r e j o i c e s  i n  every  d i scovery  and g i v e s  thanks  f o r  
every promise.  We l i s t e n  t o  a  b r i e f  quote  from 
Luther  on an in-depth,  con templa t ive  u se  of t h e  
Word: 

L e t  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  e x e r c i s e  themselves  
i n  t h e  Catechism d a i l y  ... L e t  them con t inue  
t o  r ead  and t each ,  t o  l e a r n  and med i t a t e  
and ponder. L e t  them never  s t o p  u n t i l  t hey  
have proved by exper ience  t h a t  they  have 
t augh t  t h e  d e v i l  t o  d e a t h  and have become 
wi se r  t han  God himself  and a l l  h i s  s a i n t s . 1 9  

26. Med i t a t i o  is n o t  a popula r  phenomenon i n  t h e  
wes te rn  church. I n  t h e  pagan world around 

God's people ,  Transcendenta l  Medi ta t ion ,  Hindu yoga 

and o t h e r  con templa t ive  ph i l o soph ie s  a r e  purchased 
i n  every book shop and p r a c t i c e d .  It i s  t o  be 
lamented t h a t  our  modern t e chno log i ca l  s o c i e t y  h a s  
i n f l uenced  i n  a  n e g a t i v e  way t h e  church" percep- 
t i o n  of med i t a t i on ,  t h e  in-depth pondering of t h e  
Word of God. No, C h r i s t i a n  med i t a t i on  i s  n o t  t h e  
i n t e n s e  s tudy  of o n e ' s  nave l ;  i t  i s  n o t  c e n t e r i n g  
i n  and on t h e  s e l f .  I t  i s  t h e  concen t r a t i on  of 
t h e  s a i n t - s i n n e r  on t h e  o b j e c t i v e  words, promises 
and a c t i v i t i e s  of God i n  C h r i s t .  

27, I n  p a s t o r i n g ,  shepherding people ,  one qu i ck ly  
observes  t h a t  a n a l y t i c  psychology spends a  

good d e a l  of t ime and e f f o r t  i n  ana lyz ing  t h e  human 
f a c t o r ,  While t h e  need t o  unders tand  t h e  s e l f  
under t h e  s ea r ch ing  l i g h t  of H i s  Word i s  necessary ,  
i t  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  goa l  of m i n i s t r y  t o  focus  t h e  
s i n n e r  on t h e  e x t r a  nos ,  o b j e c t i v e  atonement,  on 
a l l  t h e  a c t s  and promises  of God. It i s  t h e  con- 
t e n t i o n  of t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  needs 
t o  r e c a p t u r e  Luther  on t h i s  s e n s i t i v e  i s s u e .  God's 
s a i n t s  need t o  r e f l e c t  on H i s  Word f o r  themselves 
and t h e  church ' s  t a s k s .  

28. Our age ha s  spawned an e n t i r e  c u l t u r e  devoted 
t o  "navel-gazing . " L i b r a r i e s  and book s t o r e s  

a r e  r e p l e t e  wi th  volumes on s ea r ch ing  f o r  t h e  i n n e r  
being,  t h e  " r e a l  you." C h r i s t i a n  med i t a t i on  i s  
p r i m a r i l y  a  concen t r a t i on  of t h e  person  and a c t s  of 
J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  The God "out t he r e "  c a l l s  t o  our  
s o u l s ,  t h e  God i n  t h e  Word. P a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  
demands t h e  See l so rge r  c a l l  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r ' s  a t t e n -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  a l i e n  r i gh t eousnes s ,  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
promises ,  t h e  God-centered p l a n s  and a c t s  f o r  and 
i n  our  world.  Luther  unders tood t h i s .  We c l o s e  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  wi th  a  quote  from t h e  Reformer: 

I f  we want t o  walk s a f e l y ,  l e t  u s  accep t  
t h a t  which t h e  Word p r e s c r i b e s  and which 
God Himself wants  u s  t o  know. Other  m a t t e r s ,  
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t h a t  which t h e  Word p r e s c r i b e s  and which 
God Himself wants  u s  t o  know. Other  m a t t e r s ,  



which a r e  n o t  r evea l ed  i n  t h e  Word, l e t  
u s  d i s r ega rd .  For what bus ines s  of mine 
i s  i t ,  o r  how can I f i n d  o u t ,  what God 
d i d  be fo re  t h e  world was made?20 

There i s  much t o  l e a r n  from t h e  s ix teen th-century  
s cho la r  i n  t h e s e  quotes .  W e  l i v e  i n  t h e  sc ien-  
t i f  i c  age. Man must know "how" and "why, " though 
o f t e n  h e  i s  f r u s t r a t e d  i n  h i s  a t tempt  t o  seek  t h e  
answers t o  both.  The t e c h n o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  h a s  
spawned a gene ra t i on  of "weighers" and "measurers" 
and few " r e f l e c t o r s "  and "meditators ."  The whole- 
s a l e  import of e a s t e r n  pagan r e l i g i o n s  and mys t i c s  
i n d i c a t e s  our  wes te rn  bankruptcy i n  t h i s  a r e a  of 
l i f e .  Mar t in  Luther  would teach  u s  something h e r e .  
W i l l  we, can we l e a r n  from him? 

29. We, a s  a n a l y t i c  wes te rn  t heo log ians ,  a r e  un- 
comfortable  w i th  t h e s e  thoughts ;  I b e l i e v e  I 

p rev ious ly  used t h e  term "navel-gazing." Indeed,  
God d e l i v e r  u s  from t h e  c u r s e  of mys t i ca l  panthe- 
i s m !  But i n  our  d e s i r e  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  e x t r a  nos 
of t h e  Blessed T r i n i t y  and H i s  Word, l e t  u s  n o t  
c l o s e  our  h e a r t s  t o  t h e  genuine a c t  of godly medi- 
t a t i o n  and r e f l e c t i o n  a s  p r a c t i c e d  by t h e  man from 
Wit tenberg,  King David, Solomon and o t h e r  s a i n t s  
of God. The wine t a s t e r  s avo r s  t h e  aroma, t h e  
f l a v o r ,  t h e  bouquet of t h e  beverage. Do ~ o d ' s  
promises expect  less from u s ?  Le t  u s  j o i n  t h e  
t h i n k e r  from Saxony and answer w i th  a s imple  men!" 

LECTURE I1 

LUTHER, THE SHEPHERD OF SOULS 

30. While one cannot c la im f o r  Luther  a normal 
p a s t o r a t e  i n  a congrega t ion  a s  we d e f i n e  t h a t  

o f f i c e  i n  modern America, one qu i ck ly  a s c e r t a i n s  
from h i s  l i f e  and work t h a t  he  was a shepherd of 
s o u l s ,  par  exce l lence!  He was one t o  whom t h i s  
w r i t e r  would a s c r i b e  t h e  term: A Renaissance 
P a s t o r ,  t h a t  i s ,  one who was competent t o  a l l  
a r e a s  of t h e  m i n i s t r y .  Luther  was indeed a "man 
f o r  a l l  seasons1';  h e  was widely read  and i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  a l l  a r e a s  of human concern. I n  modern psychology 
he  would f i t  t h e  mold of n e i t h e r  "a person-oriented" 
p a s t o r  nor "a goal-or iented" p a s t o r ;  he  was both/and.  
A s  I read  through s e c t i o n s  of Luther  i n  prepar ing  
f o r  t h i s  paper ,  I was qu ick ly  impressed wi th  h i s  
B i b l i c a l  unders tanding  of t h e  ~ h r i s t i a n ' s  l i f e .  
There was no a r e a  of p a s t o r a l  c a r e  w i th  which he  
was un fami l i a r  o r  w i th  which h e  f e l t  uncomfortable.  
H e  was a shepherd of s o u l s  because he  was a theolo-  
g i a n  of t h e  Word; he  was a t heo log ian  of t h e  Word 
because he  was a sheperd of s o u l s .  Luther  never  
divorced f a i t h  from l i f e .  It was, I b e l i e v e ,  one 
of t h e  reasons  why h i s  enemies f e l t  he  was crude,  
worldly,  even u n s p i r i t u a l .  He was no Manichaean, 
appea l ing  t o  t h e  pu re ly  s p i r i t u a l  and t o t a l l y  
unea r th ly .  L i f e  and f a i t h  were i n t e r r e l a t e d ;  t h e  
theo logian  from Wit tenberg perce ived  God's people  
through t h e  eyes  of C h r i s t  --a commendable perspec- 
t i v e  f o r  p a s t o r s  of our  day. 

31. W e  cons ide r  some a s p e c t s  of t h a t  m i n i s t r y  t o  
men. It  i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of t h i s  paper t o  

n o t e  some of t h e  major i n s i g h t s  w i th  which Luther  
conducted t h e  o f f i c e  of shepherd of s o u l s ,  We 
cons ider  n i n e  such i n s i g h t s .  The number is a r b i -  
t r a r y ;  s u r e l y  o t h e r  men would f i n e  more, some, 
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perhaps,  i n s i s t  on l e s s .  Yet t h e s e  i n s i g h t s  w i l l  
p r e sen t  a  s t r i k i n g ,  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of t h e  man who 
could deba te  w i th  an Erasmus and d r i n k  beer  w i th  
P e t e r  t h e  Master Barber.  

INSIGHT ONE: JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH 

32.  Never the less ,  knowing t h a t  a  man i s  n o t  j u s t i -  
f i e d  by t h e  works of t h e  Law bu t  through f a i t h  

i n  C h r i s t  J e sus ,  even w e  have be l i eved  i n  C h r i s t  
J e s u s ,  t h a t  we may be j u s t i f i e d  by f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ,  
and no t  by t h e  works of t h e  Law; s i n c e  by t h e  works 
of t h e  Law s h a l l  no f l e s h  be j u s t i f i e d .  
G a l a t i a n s  2: 16 

33.  Luther  perce ived  man through t h e  eyes  of j u s t i -  
f y ing  f a i t h .  To him t h e r e  w a s  no m i n i s t r y  t o  

s o u l s  a p a r t  from t h i s  c e n t r a l  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Scr ip-  
t u r e s .  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by F a i t h  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  
around which Luther  b u i l t  h i s  whole m i n i s t r y .  The 
importance of t h i s  d o c t r i n e ,  n o t  only t o  t h e  l i f e  of 
t h e  s i n n e r  bu t  a l s o  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  must 
always be emphasized, whether one i s  speaking of 
Luther  o r  t h e  f a i t h  i t s e l f .  To t h e  novice i n  t h e  
min i s t ry  o r  t h e  s tuden t  i n  f i r s t - y e a r  h o m i l e t i c s ,  
t h e  r e i t e r a t i o n  of t h i s  B i b l i c a l  t each ing  may seem 
a s  i f  t h e  p a s t o r  i s  "ca r ry ing  c o a l s  t o  ~ e w c a s t l e " ;  
a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  people  know a l l  t h i s .  But i t  i s  no t  
so .  Unless t h i s  d o c t r i n e  i s  t augh t ,  r e t a u g h t ,  and 
emphasized, t h e r e  i s  t h e  r e a l  danger of l o s i n g  i t ,  
confusing it o r  ignor ing  i t .  

3 4 .  The Gospel i s  n o t  preached i n  t h e  p u l p i t  Sunday 
a f t e r  Sunday i n  o rde r  t o  b r i n g  something brand 

new t o  God's people;  i t  i s  proclaimed because "it i s  
t h e  power of God f o r  s a l v a t i o n  t o  everyone who 
be l ieves ."  (Ro. 1:16).  When i t  i s  proclaimed, i t  
works on human h e a r t s ,  unbe l i eve r s '  and b e l i e v e r s ' .  
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  i s  n o t  one of t h e  many t r u t h s  

of S c r i p t u r e ;  i t  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  t each ing  of t h e  
Word of God. I t  i s  --as t h e  re formers  e n t i t l e d  
it-- t h e  MATERIAL PRINCIPLE, t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  Bib le .  
It i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  theme of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  
Without i t  t h e r e  i s  no C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  A l l  o t h e r  
d o c t r i n e s  ga the r  around t h i s  sp lendid  l i g h t  from 
above. L i s t e n  t o  H i s  Word: 

Being j u s t i f i e d  a s  a  g i f t  by H i s  g r ace  
through t h e  redemption which i s  i n  C h r i s t  
J e s u s ;  whom God d i sp l ayed  p u b l i c l y  a s  a  
p r o p i t i a t i o n  i n  H i s  blood through f a i t h .  
This  was t o  demonstrate  H i s  r i gh t eousnes s ,  
because i n  t h e  forbearance  of God He passed 
over  t h e  s i n s  p rev ious ly  committed. 
Romans 3:24,25 

35. Luther  be l i eved  t h i s  and preached i t .  Luther  
s t r e s s e d  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  i n  h i s  dea l ing  with 

people .  He w a s  no i n f l e x i b l e  i d e a l i s t  seeking t o  
make people  p e r f e c t l y  holy i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  with some 
worldly phi losophy o r  t h e i r  good works and ways. 
He knew t h a t  no e f f o r t  on man's p a r t  could ever  
j u s t i f y  t h e  s i n n e r  be fo re  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  Judge. 
Only t r u s t  i n  t he  o b j e c t i v e  atonement earned by 
C h r i s t  was t h e  b l e s sed  en t r ance  i n t o  t h e  presence 
of a  f o r g i v i n g  God. He taught  and app l i ed  t h i s  
c a r d i n a l  d o c t r i n e  t o  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  people .  It 
was fundamental t o  a l l  h i s  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e .  It 
simply cannot be s t a t e d  enough; Luther  could no t  
pos s ib ly  conceive of a  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  no t  cen- 
t e r e d  on, and f lowing from, J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by F a i t h .  
W e  read  h i s  own words: 

For,  as I have s a i d ,  t h e s e  two t h i n g s  
make C h r i s t i a n  r i gh t eousnes s  p e r f e c t :  The 
f i r s t  i s  f a i t h  i n  t h e  h e a r t ,  which i s  a  
d i v i n e l y  gran ted  g i f t  and which formal ly  
b e l i e v e s  i n  C h r i s t ;  t h e  second i s  t h a t  God 
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of a  f o r g i v i n g  God. He taught  and app l i ed  t h i s  
c a r d i n a l  d o c t r i n e  t o  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  people .  It 
was fundamental t o  a l l  h i s  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e .  It 
simply cannot be s t a t e d  enough; Luther  could no t  
pos s ib ly  conceive of a  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  no t  cen- 
t e r e d  on, and f lowing from, J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by F a i t h .  
W e  read  h i s  own words: 

For,  as I have s a i d ,  t h e s e  two t h i n g s  
make C h r i s t i a n  r i gh t eousnes s  p e r f e c t :  The 
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b e l i e v e s  i n  C h r i s t ;  t h e  second i s  t h a t  God 



reckons t h i s  imperfect  f a i t h  as a p e r f e c t  
r ighteousness  f o r  t h e  sake of C h r i s t ,  H i s  
Son, who su f fe red  f o r  t h e  s i n s  of t h e  world 
and i n  whom I begin t o  be l ieve .  On account 
of t h i s  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ,  God does not  s ee  
t h e  s i n  t h a t  s t i l l  remains i n  me.21 

Luther based h i s  whole p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  on t h i s  
c l e a r  teaching of t h e  Word. A l l  teachings of t h e  
Sc r ip tu res ,  a l l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t hese  teachings  t o  
the  l i v e s  of people grew out  of t h i s  c e n t r a l  dic-  
t r i n e ,  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  p r i n c i p l e  of t he  Reformation. 
I n s i g h t  One: J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by Fa i th !  This  appl ied  
t o  both t h e  pa r i sh ione r  i n  h i s  need and t h e  p a s t o r  
i n  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  Word of God. This  doc- 
t r i n e  i s  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  church; i t  i s  t h e  source of 
a l l  t h e  church b e l i e v e s  and does --also i n  p a s t o r a l  
p r a c t i c e .  We hear  Luther  speak: 

The doc t r ine  i s  t h e  head and the  
cornerstone.  It a lone  begets ,  nour ishes ,  
bu i lds ,  preserves ,  and defends t h e  church 
of God; and without  i t  t h e  church of God 
cannot e x i s t  f o r  one hour. . . .For no one 
who does not  hold t h i s  a r t i c l e  --or, t o  
use P a u l ' s  express ion ,  t h i s  "sound doct r ine"  
(T i tus  2: I)-- is a b l e  t o  teach  a r i g h t  i n  
t h e  church o r  success fu l ly  t o  resist any 
adversary .... This  i s  t h e  h e e l  of t h e  Seed 
t h a t  opposes t h e  o l d  se rpen t  and crushes 
i t s  head. That i s  why Satan,  i n  tu rn ,  
cannot but  persecute  i t . 2 2  

It was Lu the r ' s  springboard t o  shepherding sou l s .  
He always perceived God's people a s  j u s t i f i e d  
people, reconci led  people, people accepted by God 
f o r  t h e  sake of C h r i s t .  Th i s  imprinted i t s e l f  on 
a l l  Lu the r ' s  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e .  No l e s s  can be 
claimed f o r  shepherding s o u l s  today. J u s t i f i c a t i o n  
by f a i t h  is  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a l l  p a s t o r a l  theology 
and p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  year  1540 and 2040. 

36 .  Perhaps t h i s  i n s i g h t  might be concluded with 
a quote from ~ u t h e r ' s  LARGE CATECHISM, THE 

FIFTH PETITION OF THE LORD'S PRAYER. It demon- 
s t r a t e s  how Luther placed J u s t i f i c a t i o n  a t  t he  very 
cen te r  of f a i t h ,  l i f e ,  change, improvement, hope: 

But t h e  po in t  h e r e  is f o r  u s  t o  recog- 
n i z e  and accept  t h i s  forg iveness .  For the  
f l e s h  i n  which we d a i l y  l i v e  is  of such a 
n a t u r e  t h a t  i t  does not  t r u s t  and be l i eve  
God and i s  cons tan t ly  aroused by e v i l  
d e s i r e s  and devices ,  so t h a t  we s i n  d a i l y  
i n  word and deed, i n  a c t s  of commission 
and omission. Thus our conscience becomes 
r e s t l e s s ;  i t  f e a r s  God's wrath and d i s -  
p l easu re ,  and so  i t  l o s e s  t h e  comfort and 
confidence of t h e  Gospel. Therefore i t  i s  
necessary cons tan t ly  t o  t u r n  t o  t h i s  p e t i -  
t i o n  f o r  t h e  comfort t h a t  w i l l  r e s t o r e  our 
conscience. 23 

Note how t h e  Reformer t i e s  a l l  l i f e  t o  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
by f a i t h .  Here i n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of prayer ,  Luther 
b r ings  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  back again  t o  the  bas i c ,  funda- 
mental teaching,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by 
F a i t h  i n  C h r i s t .   hat's a view of min i s t ry  t o  
i n c u l c a t e  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t s  of men preparing f o r  t h i s  
high c a l l i n g  i n  any age, ou r s  included! One can do 
no b e t t e r .  

INSIGHT TWO: SAINT AND SINNER 

37.  Wretched man t h a t  I am! Who w i l l  s e t  me f r e e  
from t h e  body of t h i s  dea th?  Thanks be t o  God 

through J e s u s  C h r i s t  our Lord! So then, on the  one 
hand I myself with my mind am serv ing  t h e  law of 
God, but  on t h e  o the r ,  wi th  my f l e s h  t h e  law of s i n .  
Romans 7:24,25 
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38. A second c r u c i a l  i n s i g h t  Luther  s u p p l i e s  f o r  
p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y  i s  t h e  c l e a r  pe r cep t ion  of 

t h e  C h r i s t i a n  a s  s imul  j u s t u s  e t  pecca to r ,  a t - the-  
same-time-saint-and-sinner. Luther  d i d  n o t  l ook  
upon h i s  f e l l o w  b e l i e v e r s  and p a r i s h i o n e r s  a s  s i n -  
l e s s  s a i n t s .  It was one of h i s  g r e a t  d i s c o v e r i e s  
i n  t h e  Reformation t h a t  God's people  con t inue  a s  
s i n n e r s  even whi le  they  a r e  dec l a r ed  s a i n t s  by 
C h r i s t .  How much agony i n  t h e  world h a s  been 
caused by C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l i s t s ,  p i e t i s t s ,  t r y i n g  t o  
f o r c e  God's people  t o  become p e r f e c t i o n i s t s  and 
"super-saints"!  Luther  l i v e d  i n  t h e  r e a l  world,  
t h e  r e a l  church, and he  worked wi th  r e a l  people ,  
whether a  Pope ' s  l e g a t e  o r  a  Wit tenberg s e r v a n t .  
He l e a r n e d  from S c r i p t u r e  t o  look  a t  people  through 
t h e  eyes  of C h r i s t  and s e e  t h e  s imul  j u s t u s  e t  
pecca tor .  L i s t e n  t o  t h e  p ro fe s so r -pas to r  from 
Wittenberg: 

The church i s  indeed ho ly ,  b u t  i t  is  a  
s i n n e r  a t  t h e  same time. Therefore  i t  
b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  of s i n s  and 
prays:  "Forgive u s  our  deb ts"  (Mt. 6:12) 
and "For t h i s  every  s a i n t  w i l l  p ray  t o  
Thee1' (Ps.  32:6) .  The re fo re  we a r e  n o t  
s a i d  t o  b e  h o l y  formal ly ,  a s  a  w a l l  is  s a i d  
t o  be  wh i t e  because of i t s  inhe ren t  white- 
ne s s .  Our i n h e r e n t  h o l i n e s s  i s  n o t  enough. 
Theref o r e  C h r i s t  i s  our  e n t i r e  h o l i n e s s .  24 

and 

W e  are r i gh t eous ,  n o t  as though we had 
no s i n  --for we have need of  t h e  p r a y e r  
I f  Forg ive  u s  ou r  t r e s p a s s e s "  every moment-- 
b u t  because t h e  s i n s  we do have are n o t  
imputed b u t  f o r g i v e n  because of our  f a i t h  
i n  C h r i s t .  For C h r i s t  is  t h e  Founta in  and 
t h e  Source of t h i s  r i gh t eousnes s .  For when 
s i n n e r s ,  a s  t h o s e  b i t t e n  i n  t h e  d e s e r t  by 
s e r p e n t s ,  l ook  a t  H i m ,  a t  t h i s  b razen  

s e r p e n t ,  when they  f i r m l y  ho ld  t h a t  C h r i s t  
pa id  t h e  p e n a l t y  of t h e i r  s i n  i n  H i s  body 
and t h a t  God w i l l  r e c e i v e  u s  f o r  H i s  sake ,  
they  a r e  j u s t i f i e d ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e i r  s i n s  
a r e  no t  imputed t o  them, bu t  they  a r e  
accounted r i g h t e o u s .  I n  f a c t ,  they  t r u l y  
a r e  r i g h t e o u s  because t h e i r  s i n s  no longer  
l i e  on them bu t  on C h r i s t ,  accord ing  t o  
t h e  word of John: " ~ e h o l d ,  t h e  Lamb of 
God, which t a k e t h  away t h e  s i n  of t h e  
w 0 r l d . " ~ 5  

I n  t h e  above quotes  Mar t in  Luther  focuses  on h i s  
unders tanding  of the-same-time-sinner-saint.  Th i s  
was b a s i c  t o  h i s  unders tanding  of t h e  p a s t o r a l  
m i n i s t r y .  I f  Luther ,  o r  a  p a s t o r  today,  views 
h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s  a s  sa in t s -and-s inners ,  t h i s  w i l l  
g r e a t l y  a f f e c t  h i s  g o a l s ,  h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and h i s  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  m i n i s t r y .  I t  i s  B r i t i s h  h i s t o r -  
i a n  and w r i t e r ,  Pau l  Johnson, i n  h i s  s e c u l a r  book, 
MODERN TIMES, who h a s  demonstrated t h e  demonic 
v i o l e n c e  and chaos t h e  i d e a l i s t s  of our  world have 
wrought, whether a  Lenin o r  a  J i m  Jones .  The 
church h a s  no t  escaped t h i s  burden e i t h e r .  Extreme 
p i e t i s m  h a s  made i t s  mark on t h e  church of C h r i s t .  
Su re ly  t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  uphold t h e  s imul  j u s t u s  e t  
pecca to r  t e ach ing  of Holy W r i t  h a s  l e d  t o  r e l i -  
g ious  i dea l i sm  of t h e  wors t  kind.  Yet t h a t  is  a  
t o p i c  f o r  ano ther  paper .  

39. Luther  was no i d e a l i s t  expec t ing  t o  f i n d  lumi- 
nous h a l o e s  around t h e  heads of God's people .  

It seems t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  t h a t  even a cursory  read ing  
of Luther  --say h i s  Table  Talks-- demonstrates  t h a t  
Luther  always looked a t  people  a s  s imultaneous 
s a i n t s  and s i n n e r s .  There i s  t h e  touch of r e a l i t y  
and t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  wi th  t h e  a c t u a l  world i n  
~ u t h e r ' s  comments. Luther  i s  always down-to-earth. 
I n  t h e  r o l e  of shepherd he  knew God's people  --he 
d e a l t  w i t h  them a s  they  were --simul j u s t u s  e t  
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p e c c a t o r .  The church of ou r  day s t i l l  needs t o  
p o s i t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  i t s  c l e rgy :  How do you, 
p a s t o r ,  view your i n d i v i d u a l  members? Simul 
j u s t u s  e t  pecca to r?  T ru ly  t h i s  i n s i g h t  of t h e  
Wit tenberg monk h a s  been a  b l e s s i n g  o f t e n  ignored 
i n  t h e  church t h a t  b e a r s  h i s  name. 

INSIGHT THREE: CLEAR COMMUNICATION 

40. But speaking t h e  t r u t h  i n  l ove ,  we a r e  t o  grow 
up i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  i n t o  H i m ,  who i s  t h e  head, 

even C h r i s t .  Ephesians  4:15 

41. T h i s  i n s i g h t  i s  one n o t  o f t e n  heard ;  a t  l e a s t  
t h i s  w r i t e r  h a s  n o t  encountered t h i s  t r u t h  

expressed  c l e a r l y .  But i f  one r e a d s  Luther  --as 
a  t heo log i an  o r  a  pastor--  one i s  qu i ck ly  s t r u c k  
by t h e  man's a b i l i t y  t o  communicate on any l e v e l .  
To r ead  contemporary t heo log i ans  i s  o f t e n  an  exer-  
c i s e  i n  f u t i l i t y  and f r u s t r a t i o n .  P i t y  t h e  poor 
s t u d e n t  s t r u g g l i n g  through an  assignment i n  T i l l i c h  
o r  Bar th .  It i s  n o t  simply t h e i r  theology t h a t  i s  
unacceptab le ;  t h e i r  communication r a t i n g  i s  exceed- 
i n g l y  low. I t  i s  n o t  s o  wi th  t h e  Reformer. Hans 
and Maria o r  Eddie and George t te  can p i c k  up almost  
any volume of L u t h e r ' s  and unders tand it! Luther  
w r i t e s :  

I spoke about  t h i s  t o  Bucer i n  Gotha 
and suggested t h a t  he  and Osiander  should 
r e f r a i n  from e r u d i t e  p reach ing  ... C h r i s t  
could have t augh t  i n  a  profound way b u t  
h e  wished t o  d e l i v e r  h i s  message w i t h  t h e  
utmost s i m p l i c i t y  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  common 
people  might unders tand .  Good God, t h e r e  
a r e  s ixteen-year-old g i r l s ,  women, o l d  men, 
and f a rmer s  i n  church, and they  c a n ' t  
unders tand  l o f t y  ma t t e r s !  ... Accordingly 
h e ' s  t h e  b e s t  p reacher  who can t each  i n  

a  p l a i n ,  c h i l d l i k e ,  popula r ,  and s imple  
way .... Some day I ' l l  w r i t e  a  book a g a i n s t  
a r t f u l  p r eache r s .  26 

42.  One ought n o t e  t h e  g i f t  of t h i s  man i n  promot- 
i ng  t h e  a r t  of communication. Modern homi- 

l e t i c s  l a y s  g r e a t  s t r e s s  on t h i s  needed a r t ,  c l e a r ,  
s imple  communication. The most or thodox sermon i n  
t h e  world i s  worth l i t t l e  i f  t h e  people  cannot 
unders tand i t .  One of L u t h e r ' s  g i f t s  i n  shepherd- 
i ng  people  was h i s  g i f t  of communicating c l e a r l y  
and simply. B l e s t  be t h e  people  of God who have 
f o r  t h e i r  p a s t o r  such a  man! While our  paper  i s  
n o t  on t h e  h o m i l e t i c a l  s t y l e  of Luther  t h e  preacher ,  
one cannot m i s s  t h i s  master  i n  t h e  p u l p i t  a s  he  
shepherds  people  w i th  t h e  proclaimed Word. 

43. Communication i s  s t i l l  a  key word i n  t h e  
p r e s e n t  world.  Family p sycho log i s t s  t e l l  u s  

t h a t  poor communication between husband and w i f e  
i s  t h e  cause of many a  broken marr iage .  One i s  
fo r ced  t o  cons ide r  t h e  same s ta tement  i n  regard  t o  
p u l p i t  and pew, A s  a  p r o f e s s o r  of h o m i l e t i c s  I 
can t e l l  you I " r a n t  and rave" i n  c l a s s  about t h e  
d i r e  need f o r  s imple ,  c l e a r ,  hones t  communication. 
Luther  i s  one good model. Read him, any book, any 
sermon, any l e c t u r e ,  any deba te .  He is  unders tood 
by farmer  and p r o f e s s o r .  The E l e c t o r  of Saxony o r  
t h e  town butcher  always go t  t h e  message. Hear t h e  
master  communicator: 

I s e e  t h a t  t h e  ambi t ion  of p r eache r s  
i s  growing. It w i l l  c r e a t e  ve ry  g r e a t  
mischief  i n  t h e  churches ,  f o r  i t  makes 
men want t o  p reach  l o f t y  t h i n g s  i n  o rde r  
t o  m e r i t  p r a i s e  and g a i n  t h e  f a v o r  of 
t hose  who boas t  of a  s u p e r f i c i a l  knowl- 
edge. Meanwhile they  n e g l e c t  t h e  s imple  
and p l a i n  people .  A s i n c e r e  p reacher  
must cons ide r  t h e  young people ,  t h e  
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s e r v a n t s  and maids i n  t h e  church, those  
who l a c k  educa t ion .  27 

The goa l  of conveying c l e a r ,  s imple meaning from 
preacher  t o  p a r i s h i o n e r  must demand a  h igh  p r i -  
o r i t y  r a t i n g  i n  t r a i n i n g  p a s t o r s  today. How many 
problems and hea r t aches  i n  congrega t ions  have been 
caused by t h e  l a c k  of c l a r i t y ,  t h e  absence of 
s i m p l i c i t y ,  i s  known bu t  t o  God. The Reformer's 
i n s i g h t  on communication deserves  t h e  p r a i s e  and 
emulat ion of t h e  church i n  t h i s  cen tury .  Double- 
speak i s  n o t  a  t o p i c  found only  i n  s c i ence  f i c -  
t i o n ;  it i s  a l i v e  and we l l  i n  t h e  sermons and 
t h e o l o g i e s  of our  day. Luther  i s  an example f o r  
t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  s t uden t  and t h e  experienced 
preacher .  

INSIGHT FOUR: THE SUPREMACY OF THE WORD 

44. The sum of Thy word i s  t r u t h ,  and every one 
of Thy r i g h t e o u s  ord inances  i s  e v e r l a s t i n g .  

Psalm 119:160 

45. Luther  be l i eved  i n  applying t h e  Word t o  any 
and a l l  p a s t o r a l  problems. A t  t h e  beginning 

of t h i s  paper we mentioned t h e  psychologica l  and 
s o c i o l o g i c a l  models f o r  m i n i s t r y  s o  ev ident  i n  
wes te rn  Christendom today. The a p p l i c a t i o n s  and 
impera t ives  of t h e  Word of God a r e  no longer  t h e  
foundat ion  b locks  f o r  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e  a c r o s s  
t h e  board. Th i s  was touched upon above. I n  f a c t ,  
t h e  u s e  of t h e  B ib l e  as a source  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n ,  
r ep roo f ,  e d i f i c a t i o n ,  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and t h e  l i k e  
i s  under a t t a c k  and o f t e n  lampooned w i t h i n  t h e  
church as w e l l  as wi thout .  Luther  would be under 
s eve re  a t t a c k  today by many modern psycho log i s t s  
and t rendy  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  n o t  t o  mention c e r t a i n  
" ~ u t h e r a n  theologiansf f  and contemporary i n t e r p r e -  
ters of God's Word. 

46. He was n o t  only s imple and d i r e c t  i n  h i s  pas- 
t o r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ;  h e  was a l s o  pre-eminently 

B i b l i c a l .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  of God's Word t o  t h e  
b e l i e v e r  and h i s  l i f e  i s  t h e  bus ines s  of t h e  p a s t o r .  
While psychology and sociology o f f e r  i n s i g h t s  and 
h e l p s ,  i t  is  t h e  c o r r e c t  u se  of Law and Gospel t h a t  
forms t h e  proper  b a s i s  and p r a c t i c e  of p a s t o r a l  
c a r e .  A s  an example, h e r e  i s  a  quo ta t i on  t h a t  
shows Luther  shepherding no t  only h i s  g rave ly  ill 
daughter  bu t  a l s o  h imse l f :  

Afterward, h e  s a i d  t o  h i s  daughter ,  
who was l y i n g  i n  bed,  ear Magdalene, 
my l i t t l e  daughter ,  you would be g lad  t o  
s t a y  h e r e  wi th  m e ,  your f a t h e r .  Are you 
a l s o  g lad  t o  go t o  your Fa the r  i n  heaven?" 
The s i c k  g i r l  r e p l i e d ,  " ~ e s ,  dea r  Fa ther ,  
as God w i l l s . "  The f a t h e r  s a i d ,  "You 
dear  l i t t l e  g i r l ! "  [Then he tu rned  away 
from h e r  and s a i d , ]   he s p i r i t  i s  w i l l i n g ,  
bu t  t h e  f l e s h  i s  weak [Mt. 26:41]. I love  
h e r  very  much. I f  t h i s  f l e s h  i s  so s t rong ,  
what must t h e  s p i r i t  be?". . . .I am angry 
wi th  myself t h a t  I ' m  unable  t o  r e j o i c e  
from my h e a r t  and be t hank fu l  t o  God, 
though I do a t  t imes s i n g  a  l i t t l e  song 
and thank God. Whether we l i v e  o r  d i e ,  
we a r e  t h e  Lord ' s [Roo 14: 181 . 28 

The quote  p r e s e n t s  a  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of L u t h e r ' s  
manner of pa s to r ing .  Note how Luther  d e a l s  wi th  
h i s  d a u g h t e r - - r e a l i s t i c a l l y  and S c r i p t u r a l l y .  
For Luther  t h e  comfort,  t h e  advice ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  
of a  p a s t o r a l  s i t u a t i o n  i s  found i n  God's Word, 
no t  t h e  s e c u l a r  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  whatever they may be. 
Today i n  a  number of c o l l e g e  cou r se s  one can f i n d  
c l a s s e s  and s t u d i e s  on dea th  and dying. Y e t  i n  
t h e s e  s t u d i e s  and t e x t  books one w i l l  look i n  v a i n  
f o r  t h e  comfort of t h e  Resur rec t ion .  The t o p i c  of 
"beyond t h e  grave" i s  no t  even considered.  Pray 
God t h e  Lutheran church w i l l  never  change from i t s  
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b e l i e f  and p r a c t i c e  of con f ron t ing  t h e  dying 
wi th  t h e  hope of t h e  r e s u r r e c t e d  C h r i s t .  

t 

47. A s  one r e a d s  ~ u t h e r ' s  l e t t e r s  t o  v a r i o u s  and 
sundry people ,  t h e r e  i s  no doubt t h a t  he  

cons ide r s  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  a s  t h e  source ,  t h e  guide d 

f o r  conf ront ing  and comforting God's people.  
Luther  r e f e r s  r e a d i l y ,  e a s i l y  t o  God's promises,  
God's warnings i n  h i s  e p i s t l e s .  Th i s  t o p i c  i s  no 
minor ma t t e r  f o r  t h e  Lutheran church of t h i s  cen- 
t u ry .  It deserves  t o  be p laced  h igh  on t h e  agenda 
of seminary t r a i n i n g .  

48. Luther  always r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  w r i t t e n  Word 
when d i scus s ing  any t h e o l o g i c a l  i s s u e ,  

p a s t o r a l  o r  otherwise.  L i s t e n  t o  h i s  a t t a c k  on 
K a r l s t a d t  i n  h i s  t r e a t i s e  AGAINST THE HEAVENLY 
PROPHETS from 1524-5: 

Beware where you do n o t  hea r  ~ o d ' s  
word commanding o r  fo rb idd ing  you so  
t h a t  you may not  be l e d  a s t r a y  and pay 
no a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t ,  even i f  C h r i s t  him- 
s e l f  d id  i t .  Has n o t  enough been s a i d ?  
W e  read: "Thy word i s  a  lamp t o  my 
f e e t "  (Ps.  119:105). The Word, t h e  Word 
i s  t o  be fol lowed,  d o n ' t  you hea r?  When 
one now ho lds  be fo re  you how C h r i s t  h a s  
done i t ,  speak up b r i s k l y :  Very we l l ,  
he  has  done i t .  Has he  a l s o  taught  and 
commanded i t  t o  be done? ... And i f  they  
cannot p o i n t  t o  h i s  Word, then  say: 
Put  i t  a s ide ,  l e t  i t  be. That doesn ' t  
apply t o  me.29 

It i s  appa ren t ly  c l e a r  t h a t  Luther  based f a i t h  and 
p r a c t i c e  on t h e  w r i t t e n  t e x t .  I n  t h i s  day 
"proof- text ing" i s  frowned upon. The p a s t o r  o r  
t heo log ian  who h a s  t h e  t emer i t y  t o  quote  t h e  wr i t -  
t e n  text f o r  proof o r  p r a c t i c e  can become an  o b j e c t  

of scorn ,  c a l l e d  a  l e g a l i s t ,  an o b s c u r a n t i s t ,  
one who promotes a "paper pope." Th i s  was no t  
L u t h e r ' s  way; he  d e a l t  wi th  person and problem 
on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  w r i t t e n  t e x t  of God's Word. 
I f  I am not  mistaken,  L u t h e r ' s  Lord and our  Lord 
Himself d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  quote  t h e  t e x t .  I t  
is ,  we b e l i e v e ,  Deus loquens,  God speaking. 

INSIGHT FIVE: HUMILITY AND OPENNESS 

49. You younger men, l i k e w i s e ,  be s u b j e c t  t o  your 
e l d e r s ;  and a l l  of you, c l o t h e  yourse lves  

wi th  humi l i t y  toward one another ,  f o r  God i s  opposed 
t o  t h e  proud, but  g i v e s  g race  t o  t h e  humble. 
I P e t e r  5:5 

50. Luther  d id  n o t  c la im t o  know every th ing  about 
S c r i p t u r e ;  he was always w i l l i n g  t o  l e a r n .  

I n  s h o r t ,  he  was no t  d o c t r i n a i r e .  H e  demonstrated 
an approach t o  m i n i s t r y  and ques t i ons  of c a s u i s t r y  
t h a t  was open and eager  t o  cons ider  a l l  angles .  
This  does no t  imply Luther  was a  " s i t u a t i o n  e t h i c s "  
p a s t o r .  H e  was n o t ;  he was s o l i d l y  S c r i p t u r a l ,  
bu t  he  endeavored t o  cons ider  a l l  ex tenua t ing  c i r -  
cumstances a s  he app l i ed  S c r i p t u r e .  L i s t e n  t o  him: 

Jonas  once claimed t h a t  h e  knew every- 
t h ing  i n  t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  and was angry 
a t  me because I d i d n ' t  l e t  t h i s  c la im pas s  
unnot iced.  But I know t h e r e  are many 
t h i n g s  I don ' t  know. I have preached f o r  
twenty-f ive y e a r s  and s t i l l  don ' t  under- 
s t and  t h e  v e r s e ,  " ~ e  who through f a i t h  i s  
r i gh t eous  s h a l l  l i v e "  [Ro. 1:17] .30 

Luther  was no t  r ecan t ing  from h i s  s t and  on J u s t i f i -  
c a t i o n  by F a i t h  wi th  t h i s  remark t o  Melanchthon 
and Lauterbach nor  was he saying:  "I don ' t  know 
anyth ing;  I ' m  j u s t  a  simple-minded, ignoran t  
clergyman!" H e  was demonstrat ing what every 
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f a i t h f u l ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  undershepherd does.  He was 
throwing p r i d e  ou t  t h e  window and l e a v i n g  himself  
open t o  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n  by t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  

51. A s  t h e  supe rv i so r  of t h e  v i c a r a g e  program a t  
Concordia Seminary, F o r t  Wayne, I can r e p o r t  

t o  you t h a t  one of ou r  ongoing problems i s  t h e  
v i c a r  who i n  two s h o r t  y e a r s  h a s  l e a rned  more 
theology than  S t ,  Pau l  and Mar t in  Luther  - - a l l  
r o l l e d  i n t o  one-- and t hen  goes  o u t  t o  con f ron t  
p a s t o r s  and "redeem and reform" them from t h e i r  
t h e o l o g i c a l  shortcomings.  To borrow a few terms 
from Luther :  May t h e  Lord of t h e  church d e l i v e r  
u s  from know-i t -a l ls  and wiseacres !  Humil i ty  and 
openness t o  c o r r e c t i o n  i s  a  mark of a  g r e a t  p a s t o r .  
Luther ,  f o r  a l l  h i s  s c h o l a r l i n e s s  and t a l e n t ,  was 
an  example of humi l i t y  and openness f o r  any p a s t o r  
of our  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  age.  

52. We have read  enough of Luther  i n  deba te ,  i n  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  i n  d i a logue  t o  know he  was no 

t im id  s o u l .  H e  was no t  unsure  of himself  i n  t h e  
e x p o s i t i o n  of a  t e x t ,  t h e  preach ing  of sermon o r  
i n  argument w i th  t h e  oppos i t i on ;  bu t  t h e  l e a r n e d  
doc to r  was a  man of t h e  people .  " ~ l u e - c o l l a r  
workers" were n o t  avoided o r  desp ised .  He loved 
them, f r a t e r n i z e d  w i th  them, shouted a t  them, 
helped them, prayed f o r  them. H i s  comments on 
humi l i t y  i n  h i s  l e c t u r e s  on T i t u s  g i v e  u s  a  c lue :  

Therefore  l e t  a  p a s t o r  o r  a  bishop 
t h i n k  a s  Eollows: " ~ l t h o u g h  you occupy 
a s u p e r i o r  p l a c e  and have been endowed 
wi th  b e t t e r  g i f t s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  
judgments of God a r e  unsearchable  (Ro. 
11:33) .  It can  happen t h a t  He l ooks  
down upon someone i n  a  lowly p l a c e  wh i l e  
you a r e  i n  a  h igh  p l a c e ,  and y e t  t h e  one 
i n  a  lowly p l a c e  p l e a s e s  God more."3l 

t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p a s t o r .  He, l i k e  C h r i s t ,  must be  a 
humble, l ov ing ,  c a r i n g  person.  

INSIGHT SIX: CHRISTO-CENTRIC 

53. He i s  a l s o  head of t h e  body, t h e  church;  and 
He is t h e  beginning,  t h e  f i r s t - b o r n  from t h e  

dead; s o  t h a t  He Himself might come t o  have f i r s t  
p l a c e  i n  eve ry th ing .  Coloss ians  1:18 

54. To be  Chr i s t o - cen t r i c  f o r  Luther  was a  given.  
No theology,  whether p a s t o r a l  o r  academic, 

was accep ted  and used by him i f  i t  was no t  Chr i s to -  
c e n t r i c .  It seems almost  supe r f l uous  t o  mention 
t h a t  Luther  was C h r i s t o - c e n t r i c  i n  h i s  theology,  
bu t  i t  i s  necessary  t o  emphasize t h a t  Luther  was 
cen t e r ed  on t h e  C h r i s t  a s  t h e  ve ry  h e a r t  of a l l  
theology and p r a c t i c e .  Today even so-ca l led  
fundamen ta l i s t s  a r e  n o t  always Chr i s t o - cen t r i c ;  
o t h e r  d o c t r i n e s ,  such a s  t h e  Millennium, t h e  
R e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  Nat ion of I s r a e l ,  o r  some o t h e r  
imagined t r u t h  may be t h e i r  c e n t r a l  a r t i c l e  of 
f a i t h .  L i s t e n  t o  Luther  on t h e  Person of J e s u s  
C h r i s t :  

C h r i s t ,  h e  s ays ,  i s  t h e  Son of God and 
of t h e  woman. H e  was born under t h e  Law 
on account  of u s  s i n n e r s ,  t o  redeem u s  
who were under t h e  Law. I n  t h e s e  words 
Pau l  h a s  inc luded  bo th  t h e  Person and t h e  
work of C h r i s t .  The Person i s  made up of 
t h e  d i v i n e  and t h e  human n a t u r e .  He i nd i -  
c a t e s  t h i s  c l e a r l y  when h e  says :  "God 
s e n t  f o r t h  H i s  Son, born of woman." There- 
f o r e  C h r i s t  is t r u e  God and t r u e  Man. 
Pau l  d e s c r i b e s  H i s  work i n  t h e s e  words: 
" ~ o r n  under t h e  law, t o  redeem those  who 
were under t h e  ~ a w . " ~ ~  

Imagine Luther  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  p a s t o r a l  problem Theolog ica l  a r rogance  h a s  no p a r t  i n  t h e  make-up of 
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judgments of God a r e  unsearchable  (Ro. 
11:33) .  It can  happen t h a t  He l ooks  
down upon someone i n  a  lowly p l a c e  wh i l e  
you a r e  i n  a  h igh  p l a c e ,  and y e t  t h e  one 
i n  a  lowly p l a c e  p l e a s e s  God more."3l 

t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p a s t o r .  He, l i k e  C h r i s t ,  must be  a 
humble, l ov ing ,  c a r i n g  person.  

INSIGHT SIX: CHRISTO-CENTRIC 

53. He i s  a l s o  head of t h e  body, t h e  church;  and 
He is t h e  beginning,  t h e  f i r s t - b o r n  from t h e  

dead; s o  t h a t  He Himself might come t o  have f i r s t  
p l a c e  i n  eve ry th ing .  Coloss ians  1:18 

54. To be  Chr i s t o - cen t r i c  f o r  Luther  was a  given.  
No theology,  whether p a s t o r a l  o r  academic, 

was accep ted  and used by him i f  i t  was no t  Chr i s to -  
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imagined t r u t h  may be t h e i r  c e n t r a l  a r t i c l e  of 
f a i t h .  L i s t e n  t o  Luther  on t h e  Person of J e s u s  
C h r i s t :  

C h r i s t ,  h e  s ays ,  i s  t h e  Son of God and 
of t h e  woman. H e  was born under t h e  Law 
on account  of u s  s i n n e r s ,  t o  redeem u s  
who were under t h e  Law. I n  t h e s e  words 
Pau l  h a s  inc luded  bo th  t h e  Person and t h e  
work of C h r i s t .  The Person i s  made up of 
t h e  d i v i n e  and t h e  human n a t u r e .  He i nd i -  
c a t e s  t h i s  c l e a r l y  when h e  says :  "God 
s e n t  f o r t h  H i s  Son, born of woman." There- 
f o r e  C h r i s t  is t r u e  God and t r u e  Man. 
Pau l  d e s c r i b e s  H i s  work i n  t h e s e  words: 
" ~ o r n  under t h e  law, t o  redeem those  who 
were under t h e  ~ a w . " ~ ~  

Imagine Luther  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  p a s t o r a l  problem Theolog ica l  a r rogance  h a s  no p a r t  i n  t h e  make-up of 



o u t s i d e  of t h e  person of C h r i s t ?  It i s  impossible  
t o  conceive of Luther  "pastor ing" i n  such a  way. 
The Lutheran Confessions a l s o  touch on t h i s  
approach t o  m i n i s t r y ,  I n  t h e  Apology of t h e  Augs- 
burg Confession, t h e  con fe s so r s  acknowledge t h a t  
t h e  a r t i c l e  on C h r i s t  (Art .  3) s t r e s s e s  t h e i r  
understanding of t h i s  c r u c i a l  doc t r ine- - tha t  C h r i s t  
i s  t h e  c e n t e r  of every th ing  i n  t h e  f a i t h .  From H i m  
r a d i a t e s  a l l  d o c t r i n e  and p r a c t i c e  of t h e  ho ly  
f a i t h .  Le t  Luther  speak f o r  h imse l f :  

C h r i s t  is  t h e  man who b r i n g s  f o r t h  
something v i s i b l e  from t h a t  which i s  
s t i l l  i n v i s i b l e ,  Thus through H i m  heaven 
and e a r t h  were produced from t h a t  which 
was i n v i s i b l e  and noth ing  and were ren- 
dered v i s i b l e .  And i t  i s  C h r i s t  t h e  Lord, 
who was p re sen t  a t  t h e  t ime of c r e a t i o n  
of a l l  t h i n g s  no t  a s  a  mere s p e c t a t o r  
bu t  a s  a  coequal Crea tor  and Worker, who 
s t i l l  governs and p re se rves  a l l  and w i l l  
con t inue  t o  govern and p re se rve  a l l  
u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  world.  For H e  is 
t h e  beginning, t h e  middle,  and t h e  end 
of a l l  c r e a t u r e s .  33 

The language i s  c l e a r ,  t h e  meaning i s  s t r o n g ,  t h e  
i n t e n t i o n  is  communicated wi thout  confusion o r  
camouflage. Not j u s t  t h e  ho ly  f a i t h ,  bu t  t h e  
very  un ive r se  c e n t e r s  on H i m  who c r e a t e d  and 
redeemed a l l  t h ings .  He i s  t h e  ALPHA AND OMEGA, 
the  End and t h e  Beginning of every th ing ,  even 
p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e !  To s t a t e  t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  t h e  
beginning, t h e  middle,  and t h e  end of a l l  crea-  
t u r e s  i s  not  merely a  s ta tement  on chronology o r  
cosmology. It p r e s e n t s  t h e  C h r i s t  involved i n  
t h e  t o t a l  l i f e  of t h e  world and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
church. C h r i s t i a n s  view every th ing  from t h e  
Chr i s to -cen t r i c  p o i n t  of view. It is  a g iven  
f o r  t h e  church ' s  shepherds.  

INSIGHT SEVEN: SERVANTHOOD 

55. I f  then ,  t h e  Lord and t h e  Teacher,  washed 
your f e e t ,  you a l s o  ought t o  wash one 

a n o t h e r ' s  f e e t ,  John 13:14 

56. Servanthood i s  no t  e x a c t l y  a  new concept f o r  
t h e  p r a c t i c i n g  C h r i s t i a n ,  layman o r  c lergy-  

man. The Bib le  i s  f i l l e d  wi th  admonitions and 
examples t o  s e rve  one another .  Our Lord s t a t e s  
i t  c l e a r l y :  

Yet i t  s h a l l  n o t  be so among you; bu t  
whoever d e s i r e s  t o  become g r e a t  among 
you s h a l l  be your s e r v a n t .  And whoever 
of you d e s i r e s  t o  be f i r s t  s h a l l  be 
s l a v e  of a l l .  For even t h e  Son of Man 
d i d  n o t  come t o  be se rved ,  bu t  t o  s e rve ,  
and t o  g ive  H i s  l i f e  a  ransom f o r  money. 
Mark 10:43-45 

No one would even d a r e  t o  c l a im  ~ u t h e r ' s  i n s i g h t  
o r  ou r s  can even approach our  ~ o r d ' s  p r ec ious  
words, bu t  one does n o t e  t h a t  Luther  understood 
h i s  Lord and s tepped ou t  on t h e  pa th  of se rvant -  
hood and t h e  primacy of t h e  o t h e r  i n  C h r i s t .  
L i s t e n  t o  t h e  Reformer's own words: 

On t h e  con t r a ry ,  he  h a s  commanded 
t h a t  you be humble and s e r v e  your neigh- 
bor  w i th  [your h ighe r  rank o r  s t a t i o n ] .  
For example, I a m  a  preacher  because God 
h a s  given m e  t h e  g race  t o  be one, bu t  he  
h a s  a l s o  commanded m e  n o t  t o  p r i d e  myself 
on t h i s  g i f t  bu t  r a t h e r  t o  go down and 
se rve  every man t h a t  h e  may be saved, as 
Paul  s ays  i n  Ro. 15:2,3,  " ~ e t  each of u s  
p l e a s e  (no t  h imse l f ,  bu t )  h i s  neighbor 
f o r  h i s  good, t o  e d i f y  him. For C h r i s t  
d i d  n o t  p l e a s e  h imse l f ,  e t c . ~ ' ~ ~  
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While humi l i t y  h a s  been mentioned i n  a  prev ious  
s e c t i o n ,  t h e  accent  h e r e  i s  on s e r v i c e .  Humility 
does no t  remain a  p a s s i v e  q u a l i t y ;  i n  C h r i s t  i t  
a c t s  and moves and l i f t s  up and seeks  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
o t h e r .  F i r s t  Cor in th i ans  1 3  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  and 
u l t i m a t e  commentary on love .  I t  p l a c e s  t h e  s e l f  
and one ' s  t a l e n t s  i n  C h r i s t ' s  hands and commits 
one ' s  s e l f  t o  s e rve  t h e  o t h e r .  Th i s  may be on t h e  
grand s c a l e  l i k e  t h e  Reformation i t s e l f  o r  on t h e  
simple,  lowly s c a l e  a s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  h i s  g rave ly  
ill daughter .  

57. I, f o r  one, do n o t  t h i n k  it necessary  t o  
s ea rch  L u t h e r ' s  l i f e  o r  w r i t i n g s  t o  prove he  

was one committed t o  C h r i s t  and t o  servanthood. It 
is  a  g iven  t h a t  Luther  was no t  ou t  t o  "milk t h e  
church" o r  d e a l  wi th  t h e  s e c u l a r  s t a t e  f o r  f inan-  
c i a l  ga in  o r  s t a t u e s  r a i s e d  i n  h i s  honor.  Com- 
p l a i n t s  and comments by Kate,  h i s  beloved wi fe ,  
concerning h i s  l i b e r a l i t y  and r ead ines s  t o  h e l p  
o t h e r s  g i v e  ample i n d i c a t i o n  of h i s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  
t o  worldly success  and fame. Today our c u l t u r e  
would say: " ~ u t h e r  could n o t  be bought!" Servant-  
hood is  no t  on ly  a  t o p i c  f o r  h i s t o r i c a 1  d i scus s ion  
on Luther ,  i t  i s  b a s i c  i n g r e d i e n t  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  
i n  t h i s  day and age. Clergymen wi thout  i t  should 
no t  be clergymen. Men who e n t e r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  w i th  
a h idaen  agenda of worldly succes s  and h igh  o f f i c e  
a r e  t r a i t o r s  t o  t h e i r  h igh  c a l l i n g .  Luther ,  i n  a  
sermon on t h e  Gospel f o r  t h e  e a r l y  Chris tmas 
s e r v i c e ,  writes: 

The f o u r t h  i t e m  i s  love  of o n e ' s  
neighbor and r enunc ia t i on  of s e l f .  The 
shepherds demonstrate  t h i s  by l e a v i n g  
t h e i r  sheep and by proceeding,  no t  t o  
t h e  h igh  and mighty l o r d s  i n  Jerusalem, 
n o t  t o  t h e  town c o u n c i l o r s  a t  Bethlehem, 
bu t  t o  t h e  lowly people  i n  t h e  s t a b l e .  
They p re sen t  themselves t o  t h e  lowly and 

a r e  ready and w i l l i n g  t o  s e rve  and t o  
do what was expected of them.35 

Servanthood t e s t s  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h e  c le rgy-  
man, t h e  shepherd of s o u l s .  I t  p o i n t s  t o  h i s  
a u t h e n t i c i t y  and s i n c e r i t y .  It i s  t h e  stamp of 
t h e  s e rvan t ,  t h e  d i s c i p l e  of C h r i s t .  It is ,  i n  
t h e  s t r e e t  language of today, "where t h e  rubber  
h i t s  t h e  road"! I would a t t e s t  t h a t  Mart in  
Luther  was no p o n t i f i c a t i n g  p r o f e s s o r  c a s t i n g  
t h e o l o g i c a l  f l o w e r e t s  t o  h i s  devotees;  he l i v e d  
wi th  them and shared  t h e i r  yoke, t h e i r  pa in ,  
t h e i r  t r o u b l e .  Any man who ho lds  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  
of o r d i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  Lutheran Church today would 
do we l l  t o  copy t h a t  Doctor of t h e  church i n  
servanthood a s  we l l  a s  theology. 

INSIGHT EIGHT: PREACHING AS SHEPHERDING 

59. ~ u t h e r ' s  t o t a l  dependence on t h e  Word of God 
has  a l r eady  been s t a t e d .  Yet h e r e  one i s  

forced  t o  t a k e  n o t e  of h i s  dependence on t h e  
preached, proclaimed Word f o r  p a s t o r a l  c a r e .  I n  
an age t h a t  h a s  f a l l e n  back more and more on 
pe r sona l  counsel ing,  L u t h e r ' s  r e l i a n c e  on preach- 
i ng  f o r  p a s t o r i n g  i s  r e f r e s h i n g .  A walk through 
any seminary bookstore  w i l l  qu ick ly  convince one 
of t h e  r i s e  and p o p u l a r i t y  of p a s t o r a l  counsel ing.  
Nor should one n e g l e c t  t o  peruse  t h e  average semi- 
nary ca ta logues ;  he re ,  too,  one n o t e s  t h e  v a r i e t y  
of cou r se s  o f f e r e d  on p a s t o r a l  counsel ing.  

60. Here one t r e a d s  on t h i n  i c e ,  indeed. F i r s t ,  
because t o  imply t h a t  p a s t o r a l  cdunsel ing is  

i n  some way a  h igh ly  suspec t  i n t e r l o p e r  on t h e  
scene of theology,  i s  t o  g i v e  a f a l s e  impression. 
It is  no t  t h e  a t tempt  on t h e  p a r t  of t h i s  paper t o  
condemn counse l ing ;  s u r e l y  S c r i p t u r e  i s  r e p l e t e  
w i th  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and encouragement t o  g i v e  coun- 
s e l i n g  t o  o t h e r s .  Yet,  when counse l ing  becomes 
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was one committed t o  C h r i s t  and t o  servanthood. It 
is  a  g iven  t h a t  Luther  was no t  ou t  t o  "milk t h e  
church" o r  d e a l  wi th  t h e  s e c u l a r  s t a t e  f o r  f inan-  
c i a l  ga in  o r  s t a t u e s  r a i s e d  i n  h i s  honor.  Com- 
p l a i n t s  and comments by Kate,  h i s  beloved wi fe ,  
concerning h i s  l i b e r a l i t y  and r ead ines s  t o  h e l p  
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t o  worldly success  and fame. Today our c u l t u r e  
would say: " ~ u t h e r  could n o t  be bought!" Servant-  
hood is  no t  on ly  a  t o p i c  f o r  h i s t o r i c a 1  d i scus s ion  
on Luther ,  i t  i s  b a s i c  i n g r e d i e n t  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  
i n  t h i s  day and age. Clergymen wi thout  i t  should 
no t  be clergymen. Men who e n t e r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  w i th  
a h idaen  agenda of worldly succes s  and h igh  o f f i c e  
a r e  t r a i t o r s  t o  t h e i r  h igh  c a l l i n g .  Luther ,  i n  a  
sermon on t h e  Gospel f o r  t h e  e a r l y  Chris tmas 
s e r v i c e ,  writes: 

The f o u r t h  i t e m  i s  love  of o n e ' s  
neighbor and r enunc ia t i on  of s e l f .  The 
shepherds demonstrate  t h i s  by l e a v i n g  
t h e i r  sheep and by proceeding,  no t  t o  
t h e  h igh  and mighty l o r d s  i n  Jerusalem, 
n o t  t o  t h e  town c o u n c i l o r s  a t  Bethlehem, 
bu t  t o  t h e  lowly people  i n  t h e  s t a b l e .  
They p re sen t  themselves t o  t h e  lowly and 

a r e  ready and w i l l i n g  t o  s e rve  and t o  
do what was expected of them.35 

Servanthood t e s t s  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h e  c le rgy-  
man, t h e  shepherd of s o u l s .  I t  p o i n t s  t o  h i s  
a u t h e n t i c i t y  and s i n c e r i t y .  It i s  t h e  stamp of 
t h e  s e rvan t ,  t h e  d i s c i p l e  of C h r i s t .  It is ,  i n  
t h e  s t r e e t  language of today, "where t h e  rubber  
h i t s  t h e  road"! I would a t t e s t  t h a t  Mart in  
Luther  was no p o n t i f i c a t i n g  p r o f e s s o r  c a s t i n g  
t h e o l o g i c a l  f l o w e r e t s  t o  h i s  devotees;  he l i v e d  
wi th  them and shared  t h e i r  yoke, t h e i r  pa in ,  
t h e i r  t r o u b l e .  Any man who ho lds  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  
of o r d i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  Lutheran Church today would 
do we l l  t o  copy t h a t  Doctor of t h e  church i n  
servanthood a s  we l l  a s  theology. 

INSIGHT EIGHT: PREACHING AS SHEPHERDING 

59. ~ u t h e r ' s  t o t a l  dependence on t h e  Word of God 
has  a l r eady  been s t a t e d .  Yet h e r e  one i s  

forced  t o  t a k e  n o t e  of h i s  dependence on t h e  
preached, proclaimed Word f o r  p a s t o r a l  c a r e .  I n  
an age t h a t  h a s  f a l l e n  back more and more on 
pe r sona l  counsel ing,  L u t h e r ' s  r e l i a n c e  on preach- 
i ng  f o r  p a s t o r i n g  i s  r e f r e s h i n g .  A walk through 
any seminary bookstore  w i l l  qu ick ly  convince one 
of t h e  r i s e  and p o p u l a r i t y  of p a s t o r a l  counsel ing.  
Nor should one n e g l e c t  t o  peruse  t h e  average semi- 
nary ca ta logues ;  he re ,  too,  one n o t e s  t h e  v a r i e t y  
of cou r se s  o f f e r e d  on p a s t o r a l  counsel ing.  

60. Here one t r e a d s  on t h i n  i c e ,  indeed. F i r s t ,  
because t o  imply t h a t  p a s t o r a l  cdunsel ing is  

i n  some way a  h igh ly  suspec t  i n t e r l o p e r  on t h e  
scene of theology,  i s  t o  g i v e  a f a l s e  impression. 
It is  no t  t h e  a t tempt  on t h e  p a r t  of t h i s  paper t o  
condemn counse l ing ;  s u r e l y  S c r i p t u r e  i s  r e p l e t e  
w i th  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and encouragement t o  g i v e  coun- 
s e l i n g  t o  o t h e r s .  Yet,  when counse l ing  becomes 



t h e  cu re - a l l ,  t h e  major method of m i n i s t r y ,  I 
b e l i e v e  we have d ig r e s sed  from t h e  Reformation 
i n s i s t e n c e  on preach ing  a s  a  major means f o r  
i n s t r u c t i n g  and c o r r e c t i n g .  

61. Genera l ly ,  p reach ing  h a s  s tood  t h e  t e s t  of 
t ime i n  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  church. The p u l p i t  

h a s  been h e l d  i n  es teem by t h e  church f o r  cen tur -  
i e s .  A t  one t ime I b e l i e v e  THE LADIES HOME JOURNAL 
used t o  c a r r y  t h e  sermon of t h e  month. Can anyone 
today imagine such a  magazine p r i n t i n g  a  sermon 
f o r  i t s  r e a d e r s ?  While t h e  p u l p i t  h a s  always had 
i t s  d e t r a c t o r s ,  i t  remained f o r  our  day t o  a t t a c k  
t h e  p u l p i t  from w i t h i n  t h e  church.  One contem- 
porary  h o m i l e t i c i a n  makes t h e  fo l lowing  comment on 
t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of p reach ing  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t :  

A f t e r  a  gene ra t i on  of walking a lone ,  
t h e  o b j e c t  of g e n e r a l  r i d i c u l e  and pre-  
occupied i n  s e l f - f l a g e l l a t i o n ,  p reach ing  
i s  aga in  making new f r i e n d s  among o t h e r  
d i s c i p l i n e s  and renewing o l d  acqua in t -  
ances  w i th  b i b l i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  l i t e r a r y  
c i r t i c i s m ,  and communication theory .  
The consumer p o s t u r e  i s  being abandoned 
and t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  i s  aga in  a  producer .36 

I f  t h e  writer,  M r .  Fred Craddock, i s  c o r r e c t ,  no 
wonder preaching a s  p a s t o r a l  c a r e  h a s  s u f f e r e d  
from bad p r e s s ,  

62, Secondly, t h e  s h i f t  t o  p a s t o r a l  counse l ing  
and t h e  l o s s  of conf idence  i n  p u b l i c  p reach ing  

a s  a  primary method of d e a l i n g  w i th  s o u l  c a r e  h a s  
l e d  t o  a  f u r t h e r  movement towards s e c u l a r  models 
of p a s t o r i n g .  Today t h e  c l i n i c a l  p sycho log i s t  and 
t h e  p s y c h i a t r i s t  have become accep ted  a l t e r n a t e s  
o r  f e l l o w  workers  i n  shepherding ~ o d ' s  t r oub l ed  
people .  Once aga in ,  les t  misunders tanding t a k e  
p l ace ,  t h e  s e c u l a r  d i s c i p l i n e s  are n o t  ignored;  
bu t  a s  a n t i b i o t i c s  a r e  n o t  t h e  cu re - a l l  f o r  every  

major and minor d i s e a s e ,  so  counse l ing  i s  no t  t h e  
c u r e - a l l  f o r  a l l  p a s t o r a l  c a r e .  The B ib l e  reminds 
t h e  church t h a t  t h e  proclaimed,  preached Word i s  
n o t  a n a c h r o n i s t i c ;  i t  i s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  power of 
God touching t h e  h e a r t s  of God's t r oub l ed  people  
and a s s i s t i n g  them i n  s o r t i n g  ou t  t h e i r  l i v e s  and 
b u i l d i n g  wholesome p e r s o n a l i t i e s  under C h r i s t .  
The Author of our  B ib l e  h a s  a  word t o  say on t h e  
sub j ec t :  

A l l  S c r i p t u r e  i s  i n s p i r e d  by God and 
p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  t e ach ing ,  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n ,  
f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  r i gh t eousnes s ;  t h a t  t h e  
man of God may be adequate ,  equipped f o r  
every good work . . . .p  r each  t h e  word; be 
ready i n  season and o u t  of season;  reprove ,  
rebuke, exho r t ,  w i th  g r e a t  p a t i e n c e  and 
i n s t r u c t i o n .  2 Tm. 3:16,17 

While t h e  t e x t  cannot  be l i m i t e d  t o  preaching 
on ly ,  t h e  t h r u s t  of t h e  quote  c a r r i e s  a  heavy 
i m p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  proclamation of t h e  
Word. The preaching-teaching m i n i s t r y  cannot s i m -  
p ly  be equated w i th  one-on-one counse l ing  s e s s i o n s .  
W e  need bo th  i n  m i n i s t r y ,  b u t  p reach ing  has  n o t  
been c a r r y i n g  i t s  weight of l a t e .  I f  t h e  church 
t a k e s  Romans 1:16 s e r i o u s l y  (For I am no t  ashamed 
of t h e  gospe l ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h e  power of God f o r  s a l -  
v a t i o n  t o  every one who b e l i e v e s ,  t o  t h e  Jew f i r s t  
and a l s o  t o  t h e  Greek) ,  t hen  t h e  church b e l i e v e s  
t h e  proclaimed Gospel w i l l  impact l i v e s  i n  major 
a s  w e l l  a s  minor m a t t e r s .  The Gospel works; i t  i s  
e f f e c t i v e .  

63. Preaching d i d  n o t  f a r e  w e l l  i n  t h e  decade of 
t h e  s i x t i e s ,  nor  even i n t o  t h e  s e v e n t i e s .  

S t r e e t  a c t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  power, and one-on-one 
counse l ing  were t h e  wave of t h e  f u t u r e .  I remember 
l i s t e n i n g  t o  seminary s t u d e n t s  i n  New York C i t y  a t  
t h e  t u r n  of t h e  decade --from t h e  s i x t i e s  t o  t h e  
sevent ies--  informing m e  t h a t  t h e  age of p reach ing  



t h e  cu re - a l l ,  t h e  major method of m i n i s t r y ,  I 
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I f  t h e  writer,  M r .  Fred Craddock, i s  c o r r e c t ,  no 
wonder preaching a s  p a s t o r a l  c a r e  h a s  s u f f e r e d  
from bad p r e s s ,  
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and t h e  l o s s  of conf idence  i n  p u b l i c  p reach ing  

a s  a  primary method of d e a l i n g  w i th  s o u l  c a r e  h a s  
l e d  t o  a  f u r t h e r  movement towards s e c u l a r  models 
of p a s t o r i n g .  Today t h e  c l i n i c a l  p sycho log i s t  and 
t h e  p s y c h i a t r i s t  have become accep ted  a l t e r n a t e s  
o r  f e l l o w  workers  i n  shepherding ~ o d ' s  t r oub l ed  
people .  Once aga in ,  les t  misunders tanding t a k e  
p l ace ,  t h e  s e c u l a r  d i s c i p l i n e s  are n o t  ignored;  
bu t  a s  a n t i b i o t i c s  a r e  n o t  t h e  cu re - a l l  f o r  every  

major and minor d i s e a s e ,  so  counse l ing  i s  no t  t h e  
c u r e - a l l  f o r  a l l  p a s t o r a l  c a r e .  The B ib l e  reminds 
t h e  church t h a t  t h e  proclaimed,  preached Word i s  
n o t  a n a c h r o n i s t i c ;  i t  i s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  power of 
God touching t h e  h e a r t s  of God's t r oub l ed  people  
and a s s i s t i n g  them i n  s o r t i n g  ou t  t h e i r  l i v e s  and 
b u i l d i n g  wholesome p e r s o n a l i t i e s  under C h r i s t .  
The Author of our  B ib l e  h a s  a  word t o  say on t h e  
sub j ec t :  

A l l  S c r i p t u r e  i s  i n s p i r e d  by God and 
p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  t e ach ing ,  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n ,  
f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  r i gh t eousnes s ;  t h a t  t h e  
man of God may be adequate ,  equipped f o r  
every good work . . . .p  r each  t h e  word; be 
ready i n  season and o u t  of season;  reprove ,  
rebuke, exho r t ,  w i th  g r e a t  p a t i e n c e  and 
i n s t r u c t i o n .  2 Tm. 3:16,17 

While t h e  t e x t  cannot  be l i m i t e d  t o  preaching 
on ly ,  t h e  t h r u s t  of t h e  quote  c a r r i e s  a  heavy 
i m p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  proclamation of t h e  
Word. The preaching-teaching m i n i s t r y  cannot s i m -  
p ly  be equated w i th  one-on-one counse l ing  s e s s i o n s .  
W e  need bo th  i n  m i n i s t r y ,  b u t  p reach ing  has  n o t  
been c a r r y i n g  i t s  weight of l a t e .  I f  t h e  church 
t a k e s  Romans 1:16 s e r i o u s l y  (For I am no t  ashamed 
of t h e  gospe l ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h e  power of God f o r  s a l -  
v a t i o n  t o  every one who b e l i e v e s ,  t o  t h e  Jew f i r s t  
and a l s o  t o  t h e  Greek) ,  t hen  t h e  church b e l i e v e s  
t h e  proclaimed Gospel w i l l  impact l i v e s  i n  major 
a s  w e l l  a s  minor m a t t e r s .  The Gospel works; i t  i s  
e f f e c t i v e .  

63. Preaching d i d  n o t  f a r e  w e l l  i n  t h e  decade of 
t h e  s i x t i e s ,  nor  even i n t o  t h e  s e v e n t i e s .  

S t r e e t  a c t i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  power, and one-on-one 
counse l ing  were t h e  wave of t h e  f u t u r e .  I remember 
l i s t e n i n g  t o  seminary s t u d e n t s  i n  New York C i t y  a t  
t h e  t u r n  of t h e  decade --from t h e  s i x t i e s  t o  t h e  
sevent ies--  informing m e  t h a t  t h e  age of p reach ing  



was over .  The Gospel needed t o  be taken  i n t o  t h e  
streets t o  con f ron t  pover ty ,  racism,  fasc i sm,  and, 
of course ,  r igh t -wingers .  Needless  t o  say ,  commu- 
nism and r a d i c a l  s o c i a l i s m  were never  inc luded  i n  
t h e  " i s m s . "  S p i r i t u a l  concerns  were h a r d l y  men- 
t i oned .  It i s  indeed r e f r e s h i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  
p reach ing  once aga in  i s  has t en ing  forward i n  t h e  
church t o  t a k e  i t s  r i g h t u l  p l ace .  

Mathesius ,  a  p a s t o r a l  contemporary of Luther ,  
spoke on t h e  s u b j e c t  of p reach ing  a s  he  perce ived  
i t  i n  t h e  w i t t enbe rg  p r o f e s s o r :  

I came t o  Wi t tenberg  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime i n  1529 on Fr iday  a f t e r  Pen t ecos t .  
(May 21) On t h e  fo l lowing  Saturday I 
heard  t h e  g r e a t  man preach a t  t h e  vesper  
on t h e  n a t u r e  and power of Holy Baptism, 
i n t e r p r e t i n g  S t .  p e t e r ' s  t e x t  i n  Acts  2:38. 
For t h i s  I owe e v e r l a s t i n g  g r a t i t u d e  t o  
God a l l  t h e  days of my p i lg r image .  

I was going on twenty-f ive y e a r s  and 
had heard  many a  monk and l a y  preacher  i n  
t h e  papacy, bu t  I had never  heard  mention 
of Holy Baptism, except  i n  Bavaria ,  where 
t h e  Anabap t i s t s  and f a n a t i c s  spoke most 
shameful ly  of Baptism and Holy Communion. 
It d i d  my h e a r t  good t o  t a k e  comfort  a t  
t h e  f i r s t  encounte r  (wi th  Luther )  i n  t h i s  
e s s e n t i a l  and comfort ing a r t i c l e .  37 

From t h e  above i t  is  obvious t h a t  proper  sermons 
add re s s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of man and p o i n t  t o  God's 
answers and God's power f o r  change and he lp .  

64. Luther  himself  spoke r a t h e r  h i g h l y  of t h e  a r t  
of p reach ing ;  l i s t e n  t o  h i s  l a s t  sermon i n  

E i s l eben  1546: 

Oh, people  say ,  whkt i s  t h a t ?  (God 
speaking through H i s  Word) A f t e r  a l l ,  

t h e r e  is  preach ing  every  day, o f t e n  many 
t i m e s  every  day, s o  t h a t  we soon grow 
weary of i t .  What do we g e t  o u t  of i t ?  
A l l  r i g h t ,  dea r  b r o t h e r ,  i f  you don ' t  
want God t o  speak t o  you every day a t  
home i n  your house and i n  your p a r i s h  
church, then  be wise  and look f o r  some- 
t h i n g  e l s e .  38 

O r  l i s t e n  t o  t h i s  exce rp t  from a f u n e r a l  sermon 
i n  1532: 

So much w e  s h a l l  t a k e  up f o r  now, i n  
o rde r  t h a t  I may n o t  overburden myself 
and you. You know t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
d i v i n e  s e r v i c e  i s  t h e  preach ing  [of  t h e  
Word of God], and n o t  on ly  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
d i v i n e  s e r v i c e ,  bu t  a l s o  t h e  b e s t  we can 
have i n  every  s i t u a t i o n ;  bu t  e s p e c i a l l y  
on t h e s e  solemn occas ions  of sorrow 
[ t h e r e  i s  no th ing  b e t t e r  we can do t han  
t o  p reach]  .39 

The double  t h r u s t  of L u t h e r ' s  quo t e s  i s  easy  t o  
s p o t .  Preaching i s  God speaking t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  
no t  j u s t  t h e  congrega t ion ;  and i t  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
d i v i n e  s e r v i c e  t h e  clergyman can o f f e r  God's 
people .  A s  one pe ruse s  ~ u t h e r ' s  sermons, one 
f i n d s  int imacy,  warmth, r e a l i t y .  He speaks t o  
t h e  h e a r t s  of h i s  people .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  Luther  
r e fu sed  t o  counse l  one-on-one. Even a  cursory  
g l ance  a t  h i s  w r i t i n g s  and l i f e  r e v e a l  a  man open 
t o  everyone. Fr iend ,  f o e ,  and pseudo-fr iend,  a l l  
were a b l e  t o  con f ron t  t h e  Wi t tenberg  p r o f e s s o r  
nose t o  nose.  

65. But t h e  c la im must be made and he ld .  Luther  
regarded  t h e  sermon as c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  worship 

of t h e  church and f o r  gu id ing  t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r  i n  
h i s  d a i l y  l i f e .  Need one quote  more than  t h e  
s imple ,  s h o r t  Catechism of Mar t in  Luther?  
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E i s l eben  1546: 
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t i m e s  every  day, s o  t h a t  we soon grow 
weary of i t .  What do we g e t  o u t  of i t ?  
A l l  r i g h t ,  dea r  b r o t h e r ,  i f  you don ' t  
want God t o  speak t o  you every day a t  
home i n  your house and i n  your p a r i s h  
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Remember t o  keep t h e  Sabbath day ho ly .  
What does  t h i s  mean? We should f e a r  
and l o v e  God t h a t  we may n o t  d e s p i s e  
p reach ing  and H i s  Word, b u t  ho ld  i t  
sac red  and g l a d l y  h e a r  and l e a r n  i t .  40 

Every confirmand h a s  l e a r n e d  i t ,  s t u d i e d  i t .  The 
ve ry  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Lutheran  Church h a s  been one 
of s o l i d ,  or thodox,  B i b l i c a l  preaching.  While it 
is  n o t  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h i s  paper ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
needs t o  be asked: How much counse l ing  today i s  
made necessary  by a  l a c k  of good, B i b l i c a l  preach- 
i ng?  Read s e v e r a l  of L u t h e r ' s  sermons; h e  w a s  n o t  
ba sh fu l ,  f e a r f u l ,  o r  a b s t r a c t .  H e  proclaimed t h e  
Word t o  t h e  h e a r t s  of h i s  people ,  t o  t h e  problems 
they  faced  --in t h e i r  language,  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  
m i l i eu .  

INSIGHT NINE: MINISTRY AND MARRIAGE 

66.  Thi s  f i n a l  obse rva t i on  on Min i s t ry  and Marr iage 
may r a i s e  a  q u e s t i o n  o r  two; bu t  a s  an  obser-  

va t i on ,  an i n s i g h t ,  i t  i s  s u r e l y  a  v a l i d  one. 
Luther  may no t  have w r i t t e n  a  whole book on t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  of mar r iage  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y ;  b u t  one 
cannot r ead  Luther  o r  r ead  about  Luther  and m i s s  
t h e  p o i n t .  He was always f i n d i n g  a n a l o g i e s  and 
comparisons i n  h i s  fami ly  l i f e  w i t h  t h a t  i n  h i s  
m i n i s t r y .  Luther  as husband, f a t h e r ,  and p rov ide r  
a l s o  g i v e s  a  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  s e rv ing  a s  one 
of God's c a l l e d  m i n i s t e r s  of t h e  Word. Th i s  r e a l i t y  
i n  t h e  l i f e  and m i n i s t r y  of Mar t in  Luther  a l s o  
played i t s  p a r t  i n  developing t h e  c a r e t a k e r  of 
sou l s .  

67. W e  w i l l  make no a t t emp t  t o  s ea r ch  o u t  and 
i d e n t i f y  any p a t t e r n  t o  t h i s  obse rva t i on  on 

t h e  v a l u e  of  mar r iage  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y ;  r a t h e r  we 
w i l l  p r e s e n t  some g e n e r a l  thoughts  of Luther  on 
t h i s  p a r t  of h i s  development i n  m i n i s t r y .  

68. L u t h e r ' s  s ense  of humor w i th  Kate,  h i s  wi fe ,  
and h i s  obvious r e s p e c t  and a f f e c t i o n  s h i n e  

through h i s  comments on t h e  domest ic  scene.  We 
w i l l  simply l i s t  some of t h e  remarks,  quoted i n  
Ba in ton ' s  HERE I STAND, t h a t  Luther  made about  
h i s  " ~ i b " :  

"I do n o t  worry about  deb t s ,  because 
when K a t i e  pays one, ano the r  comes." 

"My l o r d ,  Ka t i e ,  g r e e t s  you. She 
p l a n t s  our  f i e l d s ,  p a s t u r e s  and s e l l s  
cows, e t c .  I have promised h e r  50 gulden 
i f  she  f i n i s h e s  by Eas t e r . "  

"To t h e  r i c h  l ady  of Zulsdor f ,  M r s .  
D r .  Ka the r ine  Luther ,  who l i v e s  i n  t h e  
f l e s h  i n  Wit tenberg b u t  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  
a t  Zulsdorf  . I 1  

"My K a t i e  i s  i n  a l l  t h i n g s  s o  o b l i g i n g  
and p l e a s i n g  t o  me t h a t  I would no t  
exchange my pover ty  f o r  t h e  r i c h e s  of 
Croesus.  " 

Luther  once e n t i t l e d  S t .  P a u l ' s  E p i s t l e  
t o  G a l a t i a n s  a s :  "MY Ka the r ine  von Bora." 
Th i s  d i d  t r o u b l e  him and he  made t h e  comment: 
"I g i v e  more c r e d i t  t o  Ka the r ine  t han  t o  
C h r i s t ,  who h a s  done s o  much more f o r  me." 

Time does n o t  permi t  u s  t o  quote  more on h i s  fami ly  
l i f e  w i th  c h i l d r e n ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  and g u e s t s ,  bu t  t h e  
p o i n t  should be c l e a r .  Mar t in  Luther  hung d i a p e r s ,  
dug i n  t h e  garden,  even argued w i th  Kat ie ,  and 
w i l l i n g l y  l e f t  t h e  f i n a n c e s  t o  he r .  A l l  t h i s  
r e v e a l s  t h e  measure of t h e  man and t h e  t i d e s  of 
l i f e  t h a t  he lped  i n  t h e  format ion  of a  g r e a t  reform- 
er,  p r o f e s s o r ,  t heo log i an ,  and p a s t o r .  

69. The p r o t e s t a n t  parsonage came from Mart in  
Luther ,  and t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  i n f l uenced  

t h e  m i n i s t r y  i n  no smal l  way. ~ u t h e r ' s  s h o r t  
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d i s c o u r s e s  i n  h i s  Table  Ta lk s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i th  
comments on wives and c h i l d r e n  a s  w e l l  a s  a  h o s t  
of o t h e r  non- theo log ica l  t o p i c s  such a s  "p igs ,  
popes, p regnanc ies ,  p o l i t i c s ,  and proverbs  ."4l 

70. I n  t h i s  f i n a l  comment, i n s i g h t ,  o r  observa- 
t i o n  on Luther  t h e  f ami ly  man, t h e  f r i e n d l y  

neighbor ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n ,  I simply wish 
t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  Luther  was no t heo log i an  removed 
from r e a l  l i f e  --any of it! He and h i s  m i n i s t r y  
were shaped i n  t h e  c r u c i b l e  of d a i l y  l i f e :  c a rp  
from t h e  f i s h  pond, ~ a n s '  new too th ,  a  va se  he  
in tended  f o r  a  wedding g i f t  bu t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  hidden 
by Ka t i e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t r a c t s  and t r e a t i s e s  on theo- 
l o g i c a l  i s s u e s .  I t  made f o r  a  shepherd of s o u l s  
who was thoroughly b e l i e v a b l e ,  warm, e x c i t i n g .  
When t h i s  shepherd spoke of l i f e ,  he  w a s  l i v i n g  i t ,  
n o t  t h e o r i z i n g  about i t .  

71. So, t h e r e  we have i t  --nine g r e a t  i n s i g h t s  
i n t o  t h e  p a s t o r a t e  a s  t h e  p ro fe s so r -pas to r  

from Wit tenberg saw them, l i v e d  them. NO,  t h e r e  
i s  no c la im t h a t  t h e s e  n i n e  a r e  t h e  on ly  i n s i g h t s  
t h a t  made Luther  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  p a s t o r  of God's 
people  t h a t  he  was; bu t  t o  t h i s  writer they a r e  
primary when he  c o n s i d e r s  LUTHER THE SHEPHERD OF 
SOULS. 

THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTRY: THE FORM 
OF SHEPHERDING 

72. Then I w i l l  g i v e  you shepherds  a f t e r  My own 
h e a r t ,  who w i l l  f e ed  you on knowledge and 

unders tanding.  Jeremiah 3:15 

73. The o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  i s  somewhat under 
a  c loud today i n  Christendom. I t  is  no s e c r e t  

t h a t  men are n o t  e n t e r i n g  s emina r i e s  wholesa le  t o  
s tudy  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  Who, indeed,  wants h i s  son 
t o  s tudy  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  when he  can s tudy  f o r  a  

r e a l  
chemi 
l e n t  

p r o f e s s i o n  - - e l e c t r i c a l  eng ineer ,  p h y s i c i s t ,  
.st, doc to r?  I am reminded of a  say ing  preva- 
i n  my own y e a r s  a t  p r e p a r a t o r y  school .  "1f 

your son c a n ' t  make i t  on t h e  farm o r  i n  a  pro- 
f e s s i o n ,  send him t o  a  Concordia t o  s tudy  f o r  t h e  
min is t ry . "  The m i n i s t r y  i s  n o t  a  h igh  p r i o r i t y  
p r o f e s s i o n  f o r  modern American Lutheranism, o r  
f o r  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  and Romanism, f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r .  
Luther  faced  t h e  same problem f o r  a v a r i e t y  of 
reasons .  He knew t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of g e t t i n g  q u a l i -  
f i e d  men t o  e n t e r  t h e  ho ly  m i n i s t r y .  He would 
unders tand t h e  chu rch ' s  concern today f o r  enough 
q u a l i f i e d  men t o  s e r v e  i n  congrega t ions  and miss ion  
f i e l d s .  

74. One must spend some t ime on ~ u t h e r ' s  view of 
t h e  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  and h i s  

thoughts  on t h e  importance of t h e  d i v i n e  o f f i c e  
of t h e  m i n i s t r y .  For Luther  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  
p u b l i c  m i n i s t r y  was n o t  a  t h e o l o g i c a l  program and 
c o n t r a c t  t h a t  a  congrega t ion  developed i n  o rde r  
t o  conduct t h e  chu rch ' s  bus ine s s  e f f i c i e n t l y .  It  
was t h e  o f f i c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Lord of t h e  
Church. Luther  n o t  on ly  be l i eved  i n  t h e  o f f i c e ;  
he  r e spec t ed  i t .  A s  we b r i n g  our  paper  t o  a  c l o s e ,  
we need t o  spend some t ime wi th  t h e  Reverend Doctor 
on h i s  views of t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  t h e  p a s t o r a t e .  Le t  
u s  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  f a t h e r  of our  church: 

75. However, we d e a l  w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n t  ma t t e r  
when we speak of t hose  who have an  o f f i c e  
i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church, such a s  m i n i s t e r ,  
p reacher ,  p a s t o r ,  o r  c u r a t e .  These a r e  
no t  p r i e s t s  i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  
commonly speaks of p r i e s t s .  They became 
p r i e s t s  be fo re  they  r ece ived  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  
i n  f a c t ,  when they  were bap t i zed .  Hence 
they a r e  n o t  p r i e s t s  because of t h e i r  
c a l l i n g  o r  o f f i c e .  The S c r i p t u r e  c a l l s  



d i s c o u r s e s  i n  h i s  Table  Ta lk s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i th  
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by Ka t i e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t r a c t s  and t r e a t i s e s  on theo- 
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from Wit tenberg saw them, l i v e d  them. NO,  t h e r e  
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THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTRY: THE FORM 
OF SHEPHERDING 
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unders tanding.  Jeremiah 3:15 
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t h a t  men are n o t  e n t e r i n g  s emina r i e s  wholesa le  t o  
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r e a l  
chemi 
l e n t  
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u s  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  f a t h e r  of our  church: 
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them "servants1 '  o r  "bishops," t h a t  is,  
ove r see r s ;  t h e  a p o s t l e s  speak of them 
a s  p re sby te r s ,  t h a t  is,  e l d e r s .  The 
b e s t ,  t h e  most mature men, w e l l - t r i e d ,  
l e a rned ,  f i t ,  and experienced,  were 
chosen f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e .  This  i s  t h e  
reason  why t h e  term "prebyter"  was 
used, f o r  i t  means t h e  same a s  "an o l d  
man." .... Such people  a r e  t o  be chosen 
by t h e  church only  f o r  t h e  sake of t h e  
o f f i c e .  42 

76. Furthermore, Luther  s t r e s s e s  how t h e s e  men 
are chosen and des igna ted  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e .  It 

i s  no t  simply a  pe r sona l  choice  whereby someone 
dec ides  he  w i l l  be a  p a s t o r  and then  s e t s  himself  
up a s  one of God's chosen workmen. We read  L u t h e r ' s  
words on t h i s  c a l l  i n t o  min i s t ry :  

Such people  a r e  t o  be chosen by t h e  
church only  f o r  t h e  sake of t h e  o f f i c e .  
They a r e  t o  be s epa ra t ed  from t h e  common 
mass of C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  same way a s  i n  
s e c u l a r  government, where c e r t a i n  people  
of t h e  c i t i z e n r y  and mun ic ipa l i t y  a r e  
chosen and appointed as master  o r  judge 
... Out of t h e  mu l t i t ude  of C h r i s t i a n s  
some must be s e l e c t e d  who s h a l l  l e a d  t h e  
o t h e r s  by v i r t u e  of t h e  s p e c i a l  g i f t s  
and a p t i t u d e  which God g i v e s  them f o r  
t h e  o f f  i c e .  43 

L u t h e r ' s  words emphasize our  own understanding of 
t h e  h igh  c a l l i n g  of t h e  m i n i s t r y .  I t  i s  an o f f i c e ,  
n o t  a q u a l i t y ,  no t  a  s p e c i a l  c a s t e  of men. There 
i s  no " i n d e l i b l e  c h a r a c t e r , "  no s p e c i a l  marking, 
no ex t r ao rd ina ry  phys i ca l ,  mental o r  emotional 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  r equ i r ed  f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e .  The min- 
i s t r y  is  a g i f t  t o  t h e  church, and God chooses t h e  
men H e  wants t o  s e rve  i n  t h i s  h igh  o f f  i c e .  

77. Luther ,  fu r thermore ,  encourages a l l  C h r i s t i a n  
f a m i l i e s  t o  encourage t h e i r  sons  t o  prepare  

f o r  t h i s  s p e c i a l  voca t ion .  A l l  educa t ion  must 
f i r s t  of a l l  s e rve  t h i s  o f f i c e .  It i s  no d i f f e r e n t  
i n  our  day. The o b l i g a t i o n  of t h e  church i s  t o  
encourage a l l  p a r e n t s  t o  encourage t h e i r  sons t o  
s tudy  f o r  t h e  of f  i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y .  L i s t e n  t o  
L u t h e r ' s  own words: 

A t r u e  p a s t o r  t h u s  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  
t h e  well-being of men i n  body and sou l ,  
i n  p rope r ty  and honor.  But beyond t h a t  
s ee  how he a l s o  s e r v e s  God and what 
g l o r i o u s  worship and s a c r i f i c e  he  renders .  
For by h i s  work and word t h e r e  a r e  main- 
t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  world t h e  kingdom of God, 
t h e  name and honor and g lo ry  of God, t h e  
r i g h t  f a i t h  and understanding of C h r i s t ,  
t h e  f r u i t s  of t h e  s u f f e r i n g  and blood 
and dea th  of C h r i s t ,  and g i f t s  and works 
and power of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  t h e  s u r e  
and saving use  of bapt ism and t h e  sacra-  
ment, t h e  r i g h t  and pure  teaching  of t h e  
gospe l ,  t h e  r i g h t  way of d i s c i p l i n i n g  
and c r u c i f y i n g  t h e  body, and much more. 
Who can adequate ly  p r a i s e  any one of 
t h e s e  t h ings?  And what more can s t i l l  
be s a i d ?  How much h e  accomplishes by 
b a t t l i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e v i l ,  t h e  wisdom 
of t h i s  world,  and t h e  imaginat ion of t h e  
f l e s h ;  how many v i c t o r i e s  he  wins; how 
he  p u t s  down e r r o r  and p reven t s  heresy .  
For h e  must s t r i v e  and f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
g a t e s  of h e l l  and overcome t h e  d e v i l . . .  . 
These a r e  t h e  innumerable and unspeakable 
works and m i r a c l e s  of t h e  preaching 
o f f  i c e .  44 

The h igh  honor and g r e a t  expec t a t i on  w i th  which 
Luther  h e l d  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  is  ev ident  
i n  t h e  above quo ta t i on .  For him t h e  h i g h e s t  goa l  



them "servants1 '  o r  "bishops," t h a t  is,  
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The h igh  honor and g r e a t  expec t a t i on  w i th  which 
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i n  t h e  above quo ta t i on .  For him t h e  h i g h e s t  goa l  



of any educa t i on  was t o  p r epa re  a  boy t o  become 
a  p a s t o r  and shepherd of s o u l s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  
q u o t a t i o n ,  Luther  speaks of t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  min- 
i s t r y .  He does n o t  i d e n t i f y  i t  wi th  t h e  p r i e s t -  
hood of a l l  b e l i e v e r s ,  b u t  terms i t  a  f u n c t i o n ,  
a  s p e c i a l  o f f i c e  i n s t i t u t e d  by God. God wants 
competent men t o  ho ld  t h i s  o f f i c e .  The b e s t  men 
a r e  r equ i r ed  f o r  t h i s  o f f i c e  --to shepherd s o u l s  
f o r  C h r i s t .  For Luther  n o t  j u s t  anyone w i l l  do. 

78. I n  t h e  l a t t e r  q u o t a t i o n  Luther  waxes bold and 
almost  l y r i c a l  about  t h e  o f f i c e .  Every good 

t h i n g  i n  t h e  kingdom comes through t h e  o f f i c e  of 
t h e  m i n i s t r y  accord ing  t o  t h i s  exce rp t  from h i s  
sermon on KEEPING CHILDREN I N  SCHOOL, To which 
unders tanding  one must c o n t r a s t  t h e  modern percep- 
t i o n  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  a s  a  d u l l ,  low-paying, h o l i e r -  
than-thou c a l l i n g  f o r  t h o s e  unable  t o  make i t  i n  
t h e  more demanding p r o f e s s i o n s .  

79. The church t h a t  b e a r s  h i s  name w i l l  do w e l l  
t o  heed h i s  l y r i c a l  p ro se  on t h e  m i n i s t r y .  

It i s  t h e  church of C h r i s t  t h a t  should have t h e  
ve ry  b e s t  f o r  i t s  shepherds  of s o u l s ,  Yet u l t i -  
mately  Luther  pa s se s  on a l l  p r a i s e  and honor t o  
t h e  One who e s t a b l i s h e d  t h i s  o f f i c e  --God! "In a  
word," Luther  s ays ,  " i f  we would p r a i s e  God t o  t h e  
u t t e r m o s t ,  we must p r a i s e  h i s  word and preach ing ;  
f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  and t h e  word a r e  h i s . "45  

80. While Luther  be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t r y  was 
an o f f i c e ,  n o t  a  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  o r  c l a s s  of 

men, he  r a t e d  t h a t  o f f i c e  h i g h l y  and extended t o  
i t  g r e a t  honor .  I n  1523 h e  wrote  a  b r i e f  t r e a t i s e  
suppor t ing  t h e  r i g h t  of every  congrega t ion  t o  c a l l  
a  p a s t o r .  I n  t h a t  t r e a t i s e  he  w r i t e s  t h e  fo l l owing  
i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o f f i c e :  

On t h e  man who i s  ordained t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  
t h e  h i g h e s t  o f f i c e  i n  Christendom is  
con£ e r r e d  .46 

Today t h e  church needs t o  p roc la im loud ly  and 
c l e a r l y  t h a t  impor tan t  t r u t h .  It is t h e  h i g h e s t  
o f f i c e  i n  Christendom and should c l a im  t h e  b e s t  
of t h e  chu rch ' s  sons  f o r  t h a t  h igh  c a l l i n g .  

81.  To be  a  Shepherd of Souls  i s  t h e  apex of a l l  
c a l l i n g s .  A s  I r ead  Luther  f o r  t h i s  paper ,  

I was drawn more and more t o  t h e  man who loved 
people ,  loved them i n  C h r i s t ,  ben t  a l l  h i s  magnif- 
i c e n t  e n e r g i e s  and s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  making t h e  church 
s e r v e  t h e  people  of God. How o f t e n  we name Luther  
t h e  Reformer, t h e  Exegete ,  t h e  B ib l e  Schola r ,  t h e  
T r a n s l a t o r ,  t h e  Church Leader ,  and Apologis t ,  t h e  
Dogmatician, t h e  Teacher ,  The Seminary P r e s i d e n t ,  
t h e  Reconc i l e r .  For t h i s  Lutheran Clergyman and 
p r o f e s s o r ,  whose l a b o r s  and s t r u g g l e s  a t t empt  t o  
match t h e  g i a n t  s t e p s  of Luther ,  t h e  warm and i n t i -  
mate t i t l e  Shepherd of Sou l s  r anks  f i r s t  when r e f e r -  
r i n g  t o  Luther .  The Reformer loved h i s  Savior  and 
t h e r e f o r e  loved people ;  h e  cared  f o r  them and t h e i r  
s o u l s .  It shows i n  h i s  sermons, h i s  l e c t u r e s ,  h i s  
B ib l e  s t u d i e s ,  i n  t h e  r e p a r t e e  of h i s  Table  Ta lks  
--even when he  scolds-- and i n  h i s  fami ly .  

82.  One of my co l l eagues  a t  t h e  F o r t  Wayne seminary 
h a s  made a  sound obse rva t i on  on t h e  r equ i r e -  

ments f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y ;  I b e l i e v e  i t  
is  worth r epea t i ng :  A PASTOR HAS TO LOVE TEXTS AND 
LOVE PEOPLE. Luther  q u a l i f i e s  under bo th  de sc r ip -  
t i ons .  

CONCLUSION 

83. I n  h i s  c l a s s  on Sermon Theology I, t h i s  p ro fe s so r  
i n s t r u c t s  t h e  seminar ians  t o  p r epa re  a proper  

conc lus ion  f o r  every  sermon. An e s s a y  on Mar t in  
Luther ,  t h e  shepherd of s o u l s ,  may n o t  q u a l i f y  a s  a 
sermon; b u t  f o r  f i t t i n g  conc lus ion ,  some deduc t ions  
should be drawn from our  s e v e r a l  obse rva t i ons  i n  
t h e  t e x t .  
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Somewhere i n  t h e  t e x t  i t  was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
one should n o t  be  ove r ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i -  
c a l  Luther  j u s t  f o r  t h e  sake of f i l l i n g  i n  t h e  gaps,  
chronologica l  and o therwise .  There i s  a  reason  f o r  
t h e  s t a t emen t .  H i s t o r i c a l  accuracy and pure d o c t r i n e  
a r e  no t  ends i n  themselves f o r  God's people .  These 
goa l s  s e r v e  t h e  mandated func t ion  of reaching  t h e  
world wi th  t h e  Good News of J e s u s  C h r i s t  and i n s t r u c t -  
ing  God's people  i n  t h e  pure d o c t r i n e .  The s tudy  of 
Luther  i s  not  an excurs ion  i n t o  a  t h e o l o g i c a l  museum 
where one can "Oh!" and "Ah!" The church and c l e r g y  
t h a t  bea r  h i s  name d e s i r e  t o  l e a r n  from t h e i r  most 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t eache r ,  theo logian  and p a s t o r  a s  they 
seek t o  be  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e i r  c r a f t  and c a l l i n g .  

84. The two t o p i c s  ass igned ,  LUTHER'S DEVOTIONAL 
LIFE and LUTHER, SHEPHERD OF SOULS, h i g h l i g h t  

our endeavors .  For our  own c l e r g y  i n  our t ime we 
would l i k e  t o  p l a c e  t h e i r  names i n  t h e  t i t l e s :  
Rev, John Doe's Devot ional  L i f e  and Rev. John Doe, 
Shepherd of Souls .  The p r a c t i c e s ,  t h e  i n s i g h t s  of 
Luther  must be  claimed by our  church and our  c l e r g y  
today. Was t h e r e  any d o c t r i n e  o r  p r a c t i c e  of app l i -  
c a t i o n  mentioned t h a t  i s  outda ted ,  u n b i b l i c a l ,  
i r r e v e l a n t ?  Th i s  w r i t e r  f e e l s  t h e r e  was no t !  
Sure ly  t h e  Lutheran church of t h i s  cen tury  wants 
i t s  c l e r g y  t o  be  committed t o  t hose  L a t i n  s u b j e c t s  
--in s h o r t ,  men d r iven  by Lec t io ,  Ora t io ,  Med i t a t i o ,  
and Tan ta t i o .  I n  our  own seminary 's  ex t ens ion  
school  t h e  p ro fe s so r  i n  charge s eeks  t o  keep h i s  
pu l se  on t h e  wishes of t h e  men a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .  
On t h e  l i s t  of r e q u e s t s  f o r  courses  t h e  need f o r  
guidance i n  one ' s  persona l  devo t iona l  l i f e  i s  
number 3 .  It s t a n d s  h igh  on t h e  l i s t .  I n  t h e  F o r t  
Wayne seminary an e l e c t i v e  is  o f f e r e d  i n  one q u a r t e r  
every  year  on t h e  p a s t o r ' s  devot iona l  L i f e .  1t 's  
prime mover and o r i g i n a t o r  was Mart in  Luther ,  

85. The i n s i g h t s  l i s t e d  f o r  t h e  Shepherd of s o u l s  
from Wit tenberg a r e  a s  v a l i d  today as i n  t h e  
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s i x t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  The p a s t o r s  i n  our  congrega- 
t i o n s  would do w e l l  t o  make s u r e  t hose  i n s i g h t s  of 
Luther  a r e  preeminent i n  t h e i r  own m i n i s t r i e s :  
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by F a i t h ,  ~ o d ' s  People  as S a i n t s  and 
S inne r s ,  Clear Communication, t h e  Supremacy of t h e  
Word, Humil i ty  and Openness, C h r i s t o - c e n t r i c i t y ,  
Servanthood, Preaching a s  Shepherding, and Marriage 
and Min i s t ry .  Without doubt o t h e r s  w i l l  add t o  
t h a t  l i s t  a s  they  s tudy  Luther ;  wi th  t h a t  t h i s  
writer can have no argument. S u f f i c e  i s  t o  say 
t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  obse rva t ions  t h a t  touch my h e a r t  
and in f luence  me a s  I seek t o  s e rve  my Lord and my 
church. For t h e  r e s t ,  1'11 c l o s e  wi th  a  c o l l e c t  
from Luther  on t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  min i s t ry :  

Dear Fa the r ,  I pray f o r  myself and a l l  
t h e  world.  Keep u s  s t e a d f a s t  i n  your ho ly  
word, and do n o t  t a k e  i t  from u s  because 
of our  s i n , . l a z i n e s s ,  and ungra t e fu lnes s .  
Preserve  u s  from d i v i s i v e  s p i r i t s  and f a l s e  
t e a c h e r s .  Send t r u e  and r i g h t  workers i n t o  
your h a r v e s t ,  who w i l l  be  devout p a s t o r s  
and preachers .  Give u s  a l l  g r ace  t h a t  w e  
may humbly h e a r ,  r e c e i v e ,  and honor your 
word a s  your own, and h e a r t i l y  p r a i s e  and 
thank you f o r  i t .  ~ m e n ~ 7  

To t h i s  p rayer  of L u t h e r ' s  I add my own  h hank you!" 
t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n  f o r  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  s h a r e  a  
g r e a t  f a t h e r  and shepherd of t h e  church wi th  you; 
and wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  p resen ted ,  
t h i s  fo l lower  of Luther  would c l o s e  wi th  a  h e a r t y  
"Amen!" t o  t h e  words and m i n i s t r y  of t h e  Wittenberg 
Reformer, The Shepherd of Souls .  

To God Alone t h e  Glory! 
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t e a c h e r s .  Send t r u e  and r i g h t  workers i n t o  
your h a r v e s t ,  who w i l l  be  devout p a s t o r s  
and preachers .  Give u s  a l l  g r ace  t h a t  w e  
may humbly h e a r ,  r e c e i v e ,  and honor your 
word a s  your own, and h e a r t i l y  p r a i s e  and 
thank you f o r  i t .  ~ m e n ~ 7  

To t h i s  p rayer  of L u t h e r ' s  I add my own  h hank you!" 
t o  t h e  b r e t h r e n  f o r  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  s h a r e  a  
g r e a t  f a t h e r  and shepherd of t h e  church wi th  you; 
and wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  p resen ted ,  
t h i s  fo l lower  of Luther  would c l o s e  wi th  a  h e a r t y  
"Amen!" t o  t h e  words and m i n i s t r y  of t h e  Wittenberg 
Reformer, The Shepherd of Souls .  

To God Alone t h e  Glory! 



FOOTNOTES 

1. Larramore, S. Bruce. G u i l t :  Where Theology 
and Pshchology Meet, Jou rna l  of ~ s y c h o l o g y  
and Theology. (Winter 1974) ,  18-25 

2. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Word and Sacrament 11, 
The Babylonian C a p t i v i t y  of t h e  Church, 
VoL 36. p. 35 CPHy S t ,  Louis  

3 .  Lu the r ' s  Works, AE, Word and Sacrament, Thi s  
i s  My Body, Vol. 37, p .  55, CPH, S t .  Louis  

4. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Word and Sacrament 11, 
The Sacrament of t h e  Body and Blood of C h r i s t  
-Against t h e  F a n a t i c s ,  Vol. 36, p. 335, CPH, 
S t ,  Louis  

5. L u t h e r ' s  Works, Weimer Ed i t i on ,  21,469, a s  
quoted i n  Ewald P l a s s ,  What Lu the r  Says, 
Vol. iii, p. 1486, 4803, CPH, S t ,  Louis  

6. ~ u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Tab le  Talk ,  Evalua t ion  
of P e t e r  Lombard and H i s  Work, Vol. 54, p .  260, 
S t .  Louis  

7. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Devot iona l  W r i t i n g s  11, 
A Simple Way t o  Pray f o r  a  Godd Fr iend ,  Vol,  43 
p. 193, CPH, S t .  Louis  

8. Mart in  Luther ,  Large Catechism, The Book of 
Concord, The Lord ' s  P raye r ,  p .  420, 2, 
F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  P h i l a d e l p h i s  

9. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Devot iona l  Wr t ings  I, On 
Rogat ion t ide  Prayer  and Process ion ,  Vol. 4 2 7  
p. 87, CPH, S t .  Louis  

10.  Mart in  Luther ,  L u t h e r ' s  Prayers,  e d i t e d  by 
Herber t  F. Brokering,  For t h e  Holy Min i s t ry ,  
p. 91, Augsburg Publ .  Co., Minneapolis 

11. Mart in  Luther ,  L u t h e r ' s  Prayers,  Praye r s  f o r  
a  Blessed End, e d i t e d  by Herber t  F. Brokering, 
p.  105, Augsburg Publ .  Co., Minneapolis 

12 .  L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Lec tu res  on Genesis, 
Chapter 25:21, Vol. 4 ,  p .  339, S t .  Louis  

13.  L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Lec tu res  on 1 Timothy, 
Chapter 2:1, Vol. 28, pp, 256-258, CPH, 
S t .  Louis  

14.  ~ u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Sermons on t h e  Gospel o f  
John, Chapter 14:13,14, Vol. 24, p .  89, CPH, 
S t .  Louis  

15.  Ibidem, p .  88 

16. Mar t in  Luther ,  M i n i s t e r ' s  Prayer  Book, 
Complete Surrender ,  John W. Dobers te in ,  
p. 234, F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  Ph i l ade lph ia  

17.  Mar t in  Luther ,  Weimer Ed i t i on ,  2:1347, a s  
quoted i n  What L u t h e r  Says, Ewald P l a s s ,  
Vol. 3 ,  p .  1352, CPH, S t .  Louis  

18 .  ~ u t h e r ' s  Briefwechsel ,  Enders,  T r a c t a t u s  de  
Rat ione  Vivendi Sacerdotum, a s  quoted by 
John W. Dobers te in ,  M i n i s t e r ' s  Prayer  Book, 
p. 276, F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  Ph i l ade lph ia  

19. Mar t in  Luther ,  Large Catechism, Preface ,  The 
Book of Concord, p.  361, F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  
~ h i l a d e l p h i a  



FOOTNOTES 

1. Larramore, S. Bruce. G u i l t :  Where Theology 
and Pshchology Meet, Jou rna l  of ~ s y c h o l o g y  
and Theology. (Winter 1974) ,  18-25 

2. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Word and Sacrament 11, 
The Babylonian C a p t i v i t y  of t h e  Church, 
VoL 36. p. 35 CPHy S t ,  Louis  

3 .  Lu the r ' s  Works, AE, Word and Sacrament, Thi s  
i s  My Body, Vol. 37, p .  55, CPH, S t .  Louis  

4. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Word and Sacrament 11, 
The Sacrament of t h e  Body and Blood of C h r i s t  
-Against t h e  F a n a t i c s ,  Vol. 36, p. 335, CPH, 
S t ,  Louis  

5. L u t h e r ' s  Works, Weimer Ed i t i on ,  21,469, a s  
quoted i n  Ewald P l a s s ,  What Lu the r  Says, 
Vol. iii, p. 1486, 4803, CPH, S t ,  Louis  

6. ~ u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Tab le  Talk ,  Evalua t ion  
of P e t e r  Lombard and H i s  Work, Vol. 54, p .  260, 
S t .  Louis  

7. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Devot iona l  W r i t i n g s  11, 
A Simple Way t o  Pray f o r  a  Godd Fr iend ,  Vol,  43 
p. 193, CPH, S t .  Louis  

8. Mart in  Luther ,  Large Catechism, The Book of 
Concord, The Lord ' s  P raye r ,  p .  420, 2, 
F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  P h i l a d e l p h i s  

9. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Devot iona l  Wr t ings  I, On 
Rogat ion t ide  Prayer  and Process ion ,  Vol. 4 2 7  
p. 87, CPH, S t .  Louis  

10.  Mart in  Luther ,  L u t h e r ' s  Prayers,  e d i t e d  by 
Herber t  F. Brokering,  For t h e  Holy Min i s t ry ,  
p. 91, Augsburg Publ .  Co., Minneapolis 

11. Mart in  Luther ,  L u t h e r ' s  Prayers,  Praye r s  f o r  
a  Blessed End, e d i t e d  by Herber t  F. Brokering, 
p.  105, Augsburg Publ .  Co., Minneapolis 

12 .  L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Lec tu res  on Genesis, 
Chapter 25:21, Vol. 4 ,  p .  339, S t .  Louis  

13.  L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Lec tu res  on 1 Timothy, 
Chapter 2:1, Vol. 28, pp, 256-258, CPH, 
S t .  Louis  

14.  ~ u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Sermons on t h e  Gospel o f  
John, Chapter 14:13,14, Vol. 24, p .  89, CPH, 
S t .  Louis  

15.  Ibidem, p .  88 

16. Mar t in  Luther ,  M i n i s t e r ' s  Prayer  Book, 
Complete Surrender ,  John W. Dobers te in ,  
p. 234, F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  Ph i l ade lph ia  

17.  Mar t in  Luther ,  Weimer Ed i t i on ,  2:1347, a s  
quoted i n  What L u t h e r  Says, Ewald P l a s s ,  
Vol. 3 ,  p .  1352, CPH, S t .  Louis  

18 .  ~ u t h e r ' s  Briefwechsel ,  Enders,  T r a c t a t u s  de  
Rat ione  Vivendi Sacerdotum, a s  quoted by 
John W. Dobers te in ,  M i n i s t e r ' s  Prayer  Book, 
p. 276, F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  Ph i l ade lph ia  

19. Mar t in  Luther ,  Large Catechism, Preface ,  The 
Book of Concord, p.  361, F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  
~ h i l a d e l p h i a  



Martin Luther ,  Weimer Ed i t i on ,  42,14, a s  
quoted i n  What L u t h e r  Says, Ewald P l a s s ,  
Vol. 3 ,  p. 1482, 4788, CPH, S t .  Louis  

L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Lec tu res  on Ga la t ians ,  
Chapter 3:6, Vol. 26, p. 231, CPH, S t .  Louis  

L u t h e r ' s  Works, Walch E d i t i o n ,  14 ,  168f ,  S t .  
Louis  a s  quoted i n  Ewald P l a s s ,  What L u t h e r  
Says, Vol, 2, p.  704, 2195, CPH, S t .  Louis  

Mar t in  Luther ,  Large Catechism, F i f t h  P e t i -  
t i o n ,  Lord ' s  P raye r ,  The Book of Concord, 
p ,  432, F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  Ph i l ade lph ia  

L u t h e r ' s  Works, Lec tu res  on Ga la t ians ,  
Chapter 2:11, Vol. 26, p. 109, CPH, S t .  Louis  

Mart in  Luther ,  S t .  Louis  E d i t i o n  6,1295 a s  
quoted i n  Ewald P l a s s ,  What Lu the r  Says, 
Vol. 3 ,  p. 1232, CPH, S t .  Louis  

Luther  ' s Works, Tab1 e Tal  k, Preaching Should 
be Simple and n o t  E r u d i t e ,  Vol. 54, p. 383, 
CPH, S t .  Louis  

Mar t in  Luther ,  Weimer Ed i t i on ,  3,3579, a s  
quoted i n  What L u t h e r  Says, Ewald P l a s s ,  
Vol. 3 ,  p. 1130, 3609, CPH, S t .  Louis  

L u t h e r ' s  Works, Tab le  Talk ,  I l l n e s s  of L u t h e r ' s  
Daughter Becomes Graver,  Vol. 54, p .  430, CPH, 
S t .  Louis  

Lu the r ' s  Works, AE, Church and M i n i s t r y  111, 
Against  t h e  Heavenly Prophets ,  Vol. 40, 
p. 135, CPH, S t .  Louis  

30. Lu the r ' s  Works, AE, Table Talk ,  There Are 
Many Things W e  Do Not Know, Vol. 54, p. 287, 
CPH, S t ,  Louis  

31. ~ u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Lec tu res  on T i t u s ,  
Philemon and Hebrews, T i t u s  1 :7 ,  Val. 29 
p.  26, CPH, S t .  Louis  

32. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Lec tu res  on Ga la t ians ,  
Chapters 1-4, Chapter 4:4-5, Vol. 26, P .  367, 

33. ~ u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Sermons on t h e  Gospel 
o f  S t .  John, Chapters 1-4, Chapter 1:4,  
p. 28, S t .  Louis  

34. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Sermons I, A t  Torgau 
C a s t l e  Church 1544, Vol. 51, p .  348-49, CPH, 
S t .  Louis  

35. ~ u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Sermons 11, The Gospel 
f o r  Ear ly  Christmas Se rv i ce ,  Vol. 52, p.  35, 
CPH, S t .  Louis  

36. Fred B. Craddock, Preaching, In t roduc t ion ,  
p.  13 ,  Abington P r e s s ,  Nashv i l l e  

37. Mathesius,  Predigen Ueber Lu the rs  Leben M i t  
Er laeuterungen Von D. George Buchwald, Paul  
Rochol ls  Verlag,  S t u t t g a r t ,  1904 

38. L u t h e r ' s  Works, Sermons I ,  L a s t  Sermon 1546, 
Vol. 51, p ,  390, CPH, S t .  Louis  

39. L u t h e r ' s  Works, Sermons I ,  Two Funera l  
Sermons, 1532, V c l .  51, p .  232, CPH, S t .  
Louis  

40. Mar t in  Luther ,  L u t h e r ' s  Small Catechism, 
The Ten Commandments, p .  59, Laeder Publ ish-  
ing  Company, New Haven, Missour i  



Martin Luther ,  Weimer Ed i t i on ,  42,14, a s  
quoted i n  What L u t h e r  Says, Ewald P l a s s ,  
Vol. 3 ,  p. 1482, 4788, CPH, S t .  Louis  

L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Lec tu res  on Ga la t ians ,  
Chapter 3:6, Vol. 26, p. 231, CPH, S t .  Louis  

L u t h e r ' s  Works, Walch E d i t i o n ,  14 ,  168f ,  S t .  
Louis  a s  quoted i n  Ewald P l a s s ,  What L u t h e r  
Says, Vol, 2, p.  704, 2195, CPH, S t .  Louis  

Mar t in  Luther ,  Large Catechism, F i f t h  P e t i -  
t i o n ,  Lord ' s  P raye r ,  The Book of Concord, 
p ,  432, F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  Ph i l ade lph ia  

L u t h e r ' s  Works, Lec tu res  on Ga la t ians ,  
Chapter 2:11, Vol. 26, p. 109, CPH, S t .  Louis  

Mart in  Luther ,  S t .  Louis  E d i t i o n  6,1295 a s  
quoted i n  Ewald P l a s s ,  What Lu the r  Says, 
Vol. 3 ,  p. 1232, CPH, S t .  Louis  

Luther  ' s Works, Tab1 e Tal  k, Preaching Should 
be Simple and n o t  E r u d i t e ,  Vol. 54, p. 383, 
CPH, S t .  Louis  

Mar t in  Luther ,  Weimer Ed i t i on ,  3,3579, a s  
quoted i n  What L u t h e r  Says, Ewald P l a s s ,  
Vol. 3 ,  p. 1130, 3609, CPH, S t .  Louis  

L u t h e r ' s  Works, Tab le  Talk ,  I l l n e s s  of L u t h e r ' s  
Daughter Becomes Graver,  Vol. 54, p .  430, CPH, 
S t .  Louis  

Lu the r ' s  Works, AE, Church and M i n i s t r y  111, 
Against  t h e  Heavenly Prophets ,  Vol. 40, 
p. 135, CPH, S t .  Louis  

30. Lu the r ' s  Works, AE, Table Talk ,  There Are 
Many Things W e  Do Not Know, Vol. 54, p. 287, 
CPH, S t ,  Louis  

31. ~ u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Lec tu res  on T i t u s ,  
Philemon and Hebrews, T i t u s  1 :7 ,  Val. 29 
p.  26, CPH, S t .  Louis  

32. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Lec tu res  on Ga la t ians ,  
Chapters 1-4, Chapter 4:4-5, Vol. 26, P .  367, 

33. ~ u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Sermons on t h e  Gospel 
o f  S t .  John, Chapters 1-4, Chapter 1:4,  
p. 28, S t .  Louis  

34. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Sermons I, A t  Torgau 
C a s t l e  Church 1544, Vol. 51, p .  348-49, CPH, 
S t .  Louis  

35. ~ u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Sermons 11, The Gospel 
f o r  Ear ly  Christmas Se rv i ce ,  Vol. 52, p.  35, 
CPH, S t .  Louis  

36. Fred B. Craddock, Preaching, In t roduc t ion ,  
p.  13 ,  Abington P r e s s ,  Nashv i l l e  

37. Mathesius,  Predigen Ueber Lu the rs  Leben M i t  
Er laeuterungen Von D. George Buchwald, Paul  
Rochol ls  Verlag,  S t u t t g a r t ,  1904 

38. L u t h e r ' s  Works, Sermons I ,  L a s t  Sermon 1546, 
Vol. 51, p ,  390, CPH, S t .  Louis  

39. L u t h e r ' s  Works, Sermons I ,  Two Funera l  
Sermons, 1532, V c l .  51, p .  232, CPH, S t .  
Louis  

40. Mar t in  Luther ,  L u t h e r ' s  Small Catechism, 
The Ten Commandments, p .  59, Laeder Publ ish-  
ing  Company, New Haven, Missour i  



41. Roland Bainton, Here 1  Stand,  he Sc?,ool 
of Charac te r , "  p .  295, Abington-Cokesbury 
P r e s s ,  New York 

42. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, Se lec t i ons  f rom Psalms, 
Conta ins L u t h e r ' s  Commentaries on Psalm 65. 
68, 101, 110, 11 1, 11 2, Psalm 110:4, Vol. 13 ,  
p. 331, CPH, S t .  Louis  

43. Ibidem, p. 331-2 

44. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, C h r i s t i a n  i n  Soc ie t y  111, 
A Sermon on Keeping Chi ldren  i n  School,  
Vol. 46, p .  227-8, CPH, S t .  Louis  

45. L u t h e r ' s  Works, AE, C h r i s t i a n  i n  Soc ie t y  111, 
A Sermon on Keeping Chi ldren  i n  School,  
Vol. 46, p.  228, CPH, S t .  Louis  

46. L u t h e r ' s  Works, Weimar Ed i t i on ,  11,415, a s  
quoted i n  Ewald P l a s s ,  What L u t h e r  Says, 
Vol, 3, p. 945, CPH, S t .  Louis  

47. Herber t  F. Brokering,  L u t h e r ' s  Prayers,  
Simple I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  Prayer ,  p. 47, 
F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  Ph i l ade lph ia  

REACTOR 

Pro fe s so r  Armin J. Panning 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
Mequon, Wisconsin 

I n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  Doctor Kraus makes consider-  
a b l e  e f f o r t  t o  s h a r e  wi th  u s  h i s  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  a  
change i n  t h e  t i t l e  from Luther ,  t h e  Pas to r  t o  
Luther ,  t h e  Shepherd of Souls .  It i s  e n t i r e l y  
probable  t h a t  h i s  f i n e  essay  would have turned 
ou t  much t h e  same a l s o  under t h e  o t h e r  t i t l e .  
Never the less ,  hea r ing  h i s  reason  g i v e s  u s  an 
i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  e s s a y i s t ' s  ou t look  and approach 
t o  h i s  s u b j e c t .  The change was made, he t e l l s  
u s ,  because t h e  term shepherd "conveys a  warm, 
i n t i m a t e  and, e s p e c i a l l y ,  B i b l i c a l  understanding 
of t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  min i s t ry . "  The essay  i s  
r e p l e t e  wi th  evidence of t h e  a u t h o r ' s  " love,  
a f f e c t i o n ,  and app rec i a t i on"  f o r  t h e  p a r i s h  min- 
i s t r y  and t h e  p a r i s h  p a s t o r .  Nor a r e  we l e f t  t o  
i n f e r  t h a t .  He s a y s  i t  f l a t  ou t :  "The p a s t o r a l  
m i n i s t r y  is  t h e  Queen of a l l  theology;  i t  i s  'in 
t h e  o f f i c e  of p a s t o r ,  i n  t h e  p a s t o r a l  min i s t ry ,  
t h a t  a l l  of t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  of theology come 
toge the r  and s e r v e  God's kingdom, God's people." 

I cou ldn ' t  ag ree  more! And, I should add, t h a t  
is  n o t  merely a pe r sona l  op in ion ,  It is t h e  
r a t i o n a l e  t h a t  p r e v a i l s  a t  t h e  school  which I 
r e p r e s e n t ,  The opening two paragraphs of our  
c a t a l o g  s t a t e :  

The s p e c i f i c  purpose of Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary i s  t o  o f f e r  t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  
f o r  men who d e s i r e  t o  e n t e r  t h e  p u b l i c  
m i n i s t r y  of t h e  Wisconsin Evangel ica l  
Lutheran Synod o r  of churches w i t h i n  i ts  
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I. L u t h e r ' s  Devot ional  L i f e  
con fe s s iona l  fe l lowship .  It i s  n o t  
e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  maintained t o  s e r v e  
merely o r  i n  p a r t  as a  school  of r e l i -  
g ion  f u r n i s h i n g  oppor tun i ty  t o  anyone 
f o r  s p e c i a l i z e d  s tudy  i n  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  
of theology.  

The Seminary c a r r i e s  ou t  t h i s  purpose by 
t r a i n i n g  a l l  of i t s  s t u d e n t s  t o  preach 
and teach  t h e  pu re  Gospel of J e s u s  C h r i s t  
and t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p a s t o r a l  min i s t r a -  
t i o n s  of t h e  p u b l i c  m i n i s t r y  i n  accord- 
ance wi th  t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s  a s  t h e  
v e r b a l l y  i n s p i r e d  and i n e r r a n t  Word of 
God and i n  conscious agreement wi th  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  Confessions of t h e  Lutheran 
Church. A l l  of t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and prac- 
t i c a l  courses  of t h e  Seminary, a s  w e l l  a s  
i t s  v i c a r s h i p  program, a r e  arranged t o  
s e r v e  t h i s  purpose. 

Luther ,  of course ,  was n o t  t h e  p a s t o r  of a  congre- 
g a t i o n  i n  t h e  sense  i n  which we g e n e r a l l y  tend t o  
t h i n k  of t h a t  o f f i c e  today. H e  was a  p ro fe s so r ,  
and hence t h e  paper  h a s  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  and va lue  
a l s o  f o r  u s  who are n o t  p a r i s h  p a s t o r s ,  n o t  ou t  
t h e r e  " i n  t h e  t renches"  s o  t o  speak, bu t  who work 
i n  a suppor t ing  r o l e .  I t  i s  both ed i fy ing  and 
encouraging t o  s ee ,  wi th  P ro fe s so r  ~ r a u s '  he lp ,  
how admirably Luther  i n  h i s  r o l e  a s  u n i v e r s i t y  
p ro fe s so r  r e f l e c t s  t h e  i d e a l  of being a  t r u e  
shepherd of s o u l s .  The e s s a y i s t  beg ins  wi th  t h e  
formation and development of t h e  man, what h e  
c a l l s  t h e  "raw ma te r i a l "  and p o i n t s  ou t  how t h a t  
was shaped, under God, by Lu the r ' s  devo t iona l  l i f e .  

A.  L e c t i o  

W e  a r e  a l l  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  Reformer's t h r e e f o l d  
d i v i s i o n  i n t o  o r a t i o ,  t e n t a t i o ,  and med i t a t i o .  
To t h i s  P ro fe s so r  Kraus proposes  t o  add a  f o u r t h ,  
l e c t i o ,  which he  concedes is c l o s e  t o  med i t a t i o ,  
bu t  wi th  a d i f f e r e n c e .  Under t h i s  heading he 
e s t a b l i s h e s  i n  t h e  primary spo t  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
s tudy  and grasp  of God's Word. I t  was t h i s  
a c t i v i t y  of l e c t i o ,  a  s tudy  and grasp  of t h e  Word, 
which determined f o r  Luther  h i s  concept ion and 
d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  min i s t ry .  For 
him t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  r e s t e d  square ly  
on t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  Word. But no t  only was 
t h a t  Word a u t h o r i t a t i v e ,  both f o r  Luther  and h i s  
p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  i t  was a l s o  b e n e f i c i a l .  I n  appro- 
p r i a t e  and compelling q u o t a t i o n s  from Luther  t h e  
e s s a y i s t  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  proper  conduct of t he  
p u b l i c  m i n i s t r y  rests on t h e  conv ic t i on  t h a t  i n  
h i s  o f f i c e  t h e  p a s t o r  i s  working wi th  a  Word t h a t  
is  both powerful and b e n e f i c i a l .  

I n  our  day and age t h e r e  i s  wholesale  ques t ion ing  
of t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  Word -- and a  Word t h a t  
h a s  no a u t h o r i t y  can have only t h e  most l i m i t e d  
a b i l i t y  t o  b e n e f i t  i t s  h e a r e r s .  It i s  r e f r e s h i n g  
and above a l l  encouraging and hea r t en ing  t o  have 
our  a t t e n t i o n  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h a t  Word which empowered 
L u t h e r ' s  m i n i s t r y  and w i l l  do t h e  same a l s o  f o r  
ours .  

B. O r a t i o  

But f o r  Luther  t h e  s tudy  of S c r i p t u r e  w a s  never  
simply an  academic exe rc i s e .  He became pe r sona l ly  
and i n t i m a t e l y  involved.  That i s  ev iden t  from t h e  
~ e f o r m e r ' s  p r aye r  l i f e .  Doctor Kraus states, 
"This p r e s e n t a t i o n  d e s i r e s  t o  show Luther  a t  p raye r ,  
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"This p r e s e n t a t i o n  d e s i r e s  t o  show Luther  a t  p raye r ,  



n o t  simply l e c t u r i n g  on prayer . "  I n  t h a t  g o a l  
he  succeeds admirably.  Through e f f e c t i v e  quota- 
t i o n s  Luther  i s  shown t o  u s  i n  p r aye r  f o r  a  s i c k  
daughte r ,  f o r  h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  f o r  k ings  and 
people  i n  a u t h o r i t y ,  even f o r  Luther  himself  when 
he  f e l t  h imself  t o  be a t  d e a t h ' s  door .  I n  a l l  of 
t h i s  t h e  p o i n t  is  c l e a r l y  made: "Ora t io  -- i s  n o t  a  
luxury ;  i t  i s  p a r t  of t h e  warp and woof of t h e  
d i v i n e  o f f  i c e .  " 

I n  t h i s  connect ion t h e  e s s a y i s t  makes one of t h e  
most u s e f u l  and p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  
paper  when h e  p r e s c r i b e s  p r aye r  a s  t h e  a n t i d o t e  
t o  "burn out ."  H e  a s s e r t s ,  "The a p p a l l i n g  l a c k  of 
p roper  devo t iona l  and p raye r  l i f e  among t h e  c l e r g y  
i s  no s e c r e t . "  I might perhaps  be a  b i t  h e s i t a n t  
t o  make s o  sweeping an  ind ic tment  of my co l l eagues ,  
bu t  I would con fe s s  t h a t  l a c k  of myself and I 
would unreserved ly  g r a n t  t h a t  t h e  performance of 
o t h e r s ,  l i k e  my own, could be  v a s t l y  improved and 
t h e  pe r sona l  wear and t e a r  immeasurably reduced i f  
I r e a l l y  fol lowed t h e  p r aye r  p a t t e r n  set by t h e  
Reformer. Doctor Kraus'  g r aph i c  p o r t r a y a l  of 
Luther  a t  p rayer  i s  a  v i v i d  reminder t o  a l l  of u s  
of "what peace we o f t e n  f o r f e i t . . . w h a t  n e e d l e s s  
p a i n  w e  bear ,  a l l  because we do n o t  c a r r y  every- 
t h i n g  t o  God i n  p rayer . "  

C. T e n t a t i o  

The s u b j e c t  of " f o r f e i t e d  peace" and "needless  
pa in s , "  of course ,  g e t s  u s  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r  
of t e n t a t i o ,  which under t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t e n s i o n ,  
s t r e s s ,  p r e s s u r e ,  o r  a n x i e t y  t h e  e s say  t r e a t s  n e x t .  
Cons i s t en t  w i th  h i s  p r a c t i c a l  ben t ,  t h e  au tho r  
r e l a t e d  t h e  m a t t e r  under d i s c u s s i o n  t o  our  own 
s i t u a t i o n .  H e  s t a t e s :  

One must make t h e  connec t ion  between 
L u t h e r ' s  exper ience  and t h e  c l e r g y  of our  

day. They a r e  no d i f f e r e n t ;  they  s u f f e r  
no more nor  l e s s  than  Luther .  Nervous 
break-down, "burn o u t ,  " mental  f a t i g u e  
a r e  a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  stress, t e n t a t i o .  
One way Luther  d e a l t  w i t h  t h i s  phenome- 
non was w i th  a  s t r o n g ,  d i s c i p l i n e d  devo- 
t i o n a l  l i f e .  He cen t e r ed  on t h e  Word and 
p raye r .  T e n t a t i o  became a  p l u s ,  n o t  a  
n e g a t i v e  . 

I n  t h i s  connec t ion ,  however, t h e  au tho r  cha l l enges  
u s  t o  review our  program a s  a  p roper  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  s t r e s s .  He contends t h a t  " t he  church h a s  n o t  
done w e l l  i n  p r epa r ing  men f o r  t h e  t e n t a t i o  of 
l i f e  i n  t h e  congrega t ion .  I n  our  l e g i t i m a t e  con- 
c e r n  f o r  d o c t r i n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  exce l l ence ,  
i t  seems t h e  man i n  h i s  environment -- a t  t imes  -- 
h a s  s u f f e r e d  l o s s . "  That i s  s u r e l y  a  p o i n t  which 
dese rves  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  ou r  mids t  today,  and, i f  
i t  can be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  makes i t  incumbent upon u s  
t o  a l t e r  our  p a t t e r n  i n  how we seek t o  h e l p  our  
co l l eagues  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and how we t r a i n  t h e  
nex t  gene ra t i on  of p a r i s h  p a s t o r s .  

D. Med i t a t i o  

A s  p r ev ious ly  i n d i c a t e d ,  l e c t i o  and m e d i t a t i o  a r e  
s i m i l a r  b u t  wi th  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  Whereas l e c t i o  i s  
i n t e n s i v e ,  academic s tudy  of t h e  Word, m e d i t a t i o  
adds  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t  of in-depth,  con templa t ive  
u se  of t h e  Word. The au tho r  i s  a  b i t  de f ens ive  
about  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  -- I t h i n k  unneces sa r i l y  so.  
The d i v i s i o n  i s  l e g i t i m a t e  and va luab l e .  Note 
aga in  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  such a  d i v i s i o n  
y i e l d s .  Recognizing t h e  contempla t ive  a s p e c t  of 
r e c e i v i n g  t h e  Word n o t  on ly  p rov ides  an a n t i d o t e  
t o  t h e  i n f l u x  of e a s t e r n  r e l i g i o n s  and ph i lo soph ie s  
cropping up i n  our  l and ,  bu t  i t  p rov ides  a l s o  a  
needed ba lance  a g a i n s t  t h e  a n a l y t i c  psychology 



n o t  simply l e c t u r i n g  on prayer . "  I n  t h a t  g o a l  
he  succeeds admirably.  Through e f f e c t i v e  quota- 
t i o n s  Luther  i s  shown t o  u s  i n  p r aye r  f o r  a  s i c k  
daughte r ,  f o r  h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  f o r  k ings  and 
people  i n  a u t h o r i t y ,  even f o r  Luther  himself  when 
he  f e l t  h imself  t o  be a t  d e a t h ' s  door .  I n  a l l  of 
t h i s  t h e  p o i n t  is  c l e a r l y  made: "Ora t io  -- i s  n o t  a  
luxury ;  i t  i s  p a r t  of t h e  warp and woof of t h e  
d i v i n e  o f f  i c e .  " 

I n  t h i s  connect ion t h e  e s s a y i s t  makes one of t h e  
most u s e f u l  and p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  
paper  when h e  p r e s c r i b e s  p r aye r  a s  t h e  a n t i d o t e  
t o  "burn out ."  H e  a s s e r t s ,  "The a p p a l l i n g  l a c k  of 
p roper  devo t iona l  and p raye r  l i f e  among t h e  c l e r g y  
i s  no s e c r e t . "  I might perhaps  be a  b i t  h e s i t a n t  
t o  make s o  sweeping an  ind ic tment  of my co l l eagues ,  
bu t  I would con fe s s  t h a t  l a c k  of myself and I 
would unreserved ly  g r a n t  t h a t  t h e  performance of 
o t h e r s ,  l i k e  my own, could be  v a s t l y  improved and 
t h e  pe r sona l  wear and t e a r  immeasurably reduced i f  
I r e a l l y  fol lowed t h e  p r aye r  p a t t e r n  set by t h e  
Reformer. Doctor Kraus'  g r aph i c  p o r t r a y a l  of 
Luther  a t  p rayer  i s  a  v i v i d  reminder t o  a l l  of u s  
of "what peace we o f t e n  f o r f e i t . . . w h a t  n e e d l e s s  
p a i n  w e  bear ,  a l l  because we do n o t  c a r r y  every- 
t h i n g  t o  God i n  p rayer . "  

C. T e n t a t i o  

The s u b j e c t  of " f o r f e i t e d  peace" and "needless  
pa in s , "  of course ,  g e t s  u s  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r  
of t e n t a t i o ,  which under t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t e n s i o n ,  
s t r e s s ,  p r e s s u r e ,  o r  a n x i e t y  t h e  e s say  t r e a t s  n e x t .  
Cons i s t en t  w i th  h i s  p r a c t i c a l  ben t ,  t h e  au tho r  
r e l a t e d  t h e  m a t t e r  under d i s c u s s i o n  t o  our  own 
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day. They a r e  no d i f f e r e n t ;  they  s u f f e r  
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t o  a l t e r  our  p a t t e r n  i n  how we seek t o  h e l p  our  
co l l eagues  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and how we t r a i n  t h e  
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D. Med i t a t i o  

A s  p r ev ious ly  i n d i c a t e d ,  l e c t i o  and m e d i t a t i o  a r e  
s i m i l a r  b u t  wi th  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  Whereas l e c t i o  i s  
i n t e n s i v e ,  academic s tudy  of t h e  Word, m e d i t a t i o  
adds  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t  of in-depth,  con templa t ive  
u se  of t h e  Word. The au tho r  i s  a  b i t  de f ens ive  
about  t h a t  d i v i s i o n  -- I t h i n k  unneces sa r i l y  so.  
The d i v i s i o n  i s  l e g i t i m a t e  and va luab l e .  Note 
aga in  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  such a  d i v i s i o n  
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cropping up i n  our  l and ,  bu t  i t  p rov ides  a l s o  a  
needed ba lance  a g a i n s t  t h e  a n a l y t i c  psychology 



t h a t  con f ron t s  u s  on every  hand. I p a r t i c u l a r l y  
app rec i a t ed  t h e  observa t ion :  

Ana ly t i c  psychology spends a good d e a l  of 
t i m e  and e f f o r t  i n  ana lyz ing  t h e  human 
f a c t o r .  While t h e  need t o  understand t h e  
s e l f  under t h e  s ea rch ing  l i g h t  of h i s  
Word i s  necessary ,  i t  is  t h e  u l t i m a t e  
goa l  of m i n i s t r y  t o  focus  t h e  s i n n e r  on 
t h e  e x t r a  nos,  o b j e c t i v e  atonement, on -- 
a l l  t h e  a c t s  and promises of God. 

I n  t h e  next  s e c t i o n  t h e r e  w i l l  be more on both  
s u b j e c t s :  bo th  t h e  o b j e c t i v e ,  a l i e n  r igh teous-  
n e s s  t h e  gospe l  o f f e r s ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  f u r t h e r  cau- 
t i o n  a g a i n s t  undue r e l i a n c e  on t h e  i n n e r ,  subjec-  
t i v e  a s p e c t s  of psycholgoy. 

11, Luther ,  The Shepherd of Souls  

Having looked a t  Luther  t h e  man, t h e  "raw m a t e r i a l , "  
a s  t h a t  was shaped, under God, by h i s  devot iona l  
l i f e ,  Doctor Kraus now p u t s  f o r t h  n ine  i n s i g h t s  
t h a t  dominated L u t h e r ' s  approach t o  h i s  work. 
These i n s i g h t s  made a l l  of Lu the r ' s  work t r u l y  
p a s t o r a l ,  even though t h a t  was more a s  a  u n i v e r s i t y  
p r o f e s s o r  than  t h e  p a s t o r  of a  congregat ion.  The 
essay  s t a t e s  t h a t  obse rva t ion  i n  c o r o l l a r y  form: 
Luther  "was a  shepherd of s o u l s  because h e  was a  
theo logian  of t h e  Word; he  was a  theo logian  of t h e  
Word because he  was a  shepherd of souls . "  

The au tho r  concedes t h a t  t h e  choice  of n i n e  i n s i g h t s  
is  a r b i t r a r y .  There could have been more; some 

f o r  fewer ,  I w i l l  confess  t h a t  
a  b i t  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of t h e  
t ,  MINISTRY and MARRIAGE. But h e  h a s  pu t  

h t  i n t o  t h e  n i n t h  spo t  -- and I have no 
i t s  i n c l u s i o n  t h e r e .  

We w i l l  n o t  r e p e a t  a l l  n i n e  i n s i g h t s .  You have 
heard  t h e  essay .  But I would l i k e  t o  comment 
on a  few of them. I app rec i a t ed  t h e  placement 
of JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH a s  INSIGHT ONE. 
" J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e  
around which Luther  b u i l t  h i s  whole min i s t ry . "  
It must remain so a l s o  i n  our  m i n i s t r i e s .  Luther  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  "only t r u s t  i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  atone- 
ment earned by C h r i s t  was t h e  b l e s sed  en t r ance  
i n t o  t h e  presence of a  l i v i n g  God. H e  t aught  
and app l i ed  t h i s  c a r d i n a l  t r u t h  t o  t h e  l i v e s  of 
t h e  people .  It was no t  on ly  t h e  ch i e f  d o c t r i n e  
of t h e  B ib l e ,  i t  was c e n t r a l  t o  a l l  h i s  d e a l i n g s  
wi th  t h e  broken and h a r r i e d  l i v e s  of God's people .  

" ~ r o k e n  and h a r r i e d  l i v e s "  l e a d s  r i g h t  over  i n t o  
INSIGHT TWO. L u t h e r ' s  obse rva t ion  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  
of God remains a t  a l l  t imes s a i n t  and s i n n e r ,  
s imul  j u s t u s  e t  pecca to r ,  i s ,  a s  t h e  e s s a y i s t  
observes ,  "one of t h e  g r e a t  d i s c o v e r i e s  (we might 
say ' r e d i s c o v e r i e s ' )  of t h e  Reformation. 

I f  we a t  a l l  t i m e s  kep t  t h a t  i n s i g h t  be fo re  u s ,  we 
would be  n e i t h e r  s u r p r i s e d  nor  shocked t o  s e e  what 
havoc t h e  d e v i l ,  t h e  world,  o r  t h e  f l e s h  can s t i l l  
cause i n  and among t h e  redeemed of God. And we 
would be t h e  b e t t e r  equipped t o  d e a l  e v a n g e l i c a l l y  
wi th  those  under our  charge ,  

INSIGHT FOUR: THE SUPREMACY OF THE WORD makes a 
p o i n t  t h a t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  va luab le  f o r  our  day i n  
which t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  den i e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
anything l i k e  o b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  t h a t  i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  
t r u e  f o r  a l l  men. And even i f  t h e r e  were, he  
s c o f f s  a t  t h e  i dea  t h a t  it could be  contained o r  
conveyed i n  p r o p o s i t i o n a l  s ta tements .  It i s  
r e f r e s h i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  h e a r  Doctor Kraus say 
r i g h t  ou t  loud t h a t  t h e r e  i s  noth ing  wrong wi th  
"proof- text ing."  A f t e r  c i t i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t e l l i n g  q u o t a t i o n  from "Luther ' s  Against  t h e  
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r e f r e s h i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  h e a r  Doctor Kraus say 
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Heavenly Prophe ts ,  t h e  e s s a y i s t  s t a t e s :  

It is  appa ren t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  Luther  based 
f a i t h  and p r a c t i c e  on t h e  w r i t t e n  t e x t .  
I n  t h i s  day "proof - tex t ing"  i s  frowned 
upon. The p a s t o r  o r  t heo log i an  who h a s  
t h e  t emer i t y  t o  quote  t h e  w r i t t e n  t e x t  
f o r  proof o r  p r a c t i c e  can become an  o b j e c t  
of s co rn ,  c a l l e d  a  l e g a l i s t ,  an  obscuran t -  
is t ,  one who promotes a  "paper pope." 
Th i s  was n o t  L u t h e r ' s  way; he  d e a l t  w i th  
person and problem on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  
w r i t t e n  t e x t  of God's word. 

Our m i n i s t r i e s  w i l l  be  t h e  r i c h e r  and more e f f e c -  
t i v e  i f  we a s s i g n  t h e  Word t h a t  same h igh  p o s i t i o n  
and d e a l  w i th  our  people  i n  t h e  same way. 

Acknowledging t h e  supremacy of t h e  Word, a s  Luther  
d i d ,  p u t s  u s  i n t o  a  p o s i t i o n  of a p p r e c i a t i n g  t h e  
t h r u s t  of INSIGHT EIGHT: PREACHING AS SHEPHERDING. 
It w i l l  n o t  s u r p r i s e  u s  t o  hea r  t h a t  L u t h e r ' s  
t o t a l  dependence on t h e  Word r e f l e c t s  s u r p r i s e  
i t s e l f  a l s o  i n  a dependence on t h e  preached,  pro- 
claimed Word f o r  p a s t o r a l  c a r e .  

Although one i s  h e s i t a n t  t o  say t oo  much, l e s t  he  
look  l i k e  a n  og re  apposed t o  t h e  c a r e  of i nd iv id -  
u a l  s o u l s ,  y e t  I would con fe s s  t h a t  I have f o r  
some t ime been concerned about  t h e  tremendous 
upsurge i n  counse l ing  t h a t  h a s  come t o  mark t h e  
p a r i s h  m i n i s t r y  a s  we s e e  i t  today.  I have heard  
p a s t o r s  t e l l  me t h a t  they  spend upwards of 20  t o  
30 hours  p e r  week i n  counse l ing .  I have n o t  had 
t h e  courage t o  a sk  them, w i th  t h e i r  myriad o t h e r  
d u t i e s ,  how much t ime t h a t  l e a v e s  f o r  t h e  weekly 
sermon. It is  r e f r e s h i n g  t o  h e a r  t h e  e s s a y i s t  
add re s s  t h a t  ques t i on .  Although h e  is  c a r e f u l  t o  
g r a n t  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  and l eg i t imacy  of counse l ing  
i n  our  p a r i s h  work, y e t  Doctor Kraus makes what 

I cons ide r  t o  be a  very  d e f e n s i b l e  obse rva t i on  
when h e  says:  

When counse l ing  becomes t h e  c u r e - a l l ,  t h e  
major method of m i n i s t r y ,  I b e l i e v e  we 
have d ig r e s sed  from t h e  Reformation i n s i s -  
t ence  on preach ing  a s  a  major means f o r  
i n s t r u c t i n g  and c o r r e c t i n g .  

It i s  a  haunt ing  q u e s t i o n  and one t h a t  deserves  
e a r n e s t  r e f l e c t i o n  when t h e  e s s a y i s t  a s k s ,  "How 
much counse l ing  today is  made necessary  by a  l a c k  
of good, B i b l i c a l  p reach ing?  I f  examinat ion and 
i n t r o s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l s  t o  u s  t h a t  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
no ma t t e r  how good and u s e f u l  i n  themselves ,  have 
been keeping u s  from doing our  b e s t  p reach ing ,  
then  t h e  e s say  h a s  rendered  a  most u s e f u l  s e r v i c e .  
For t h e  e s say  n o t  on ly  a l e r t s  u s  t o  a  p o t e n t i a l  
problem, bu t  i t  a l s o  sugges t s  t h e  s o l u t i o n .  

It would be  easy t o  say,  and a  s u p e r f i c i a l  l i s t e n -  
i ng  t o  t h e  e s say  might a lmost  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  
au tho r  is  saying:  t h e  s o l u t i o n  i s  t o  fo l l ow  
L u t h e r ' s  example. But t h e  e s s a y i s t  doesn ' t  r e a l l y  
say  t h a t .  I noted w i th  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h a t  every 
s e c t i o n  of t h e  paper  is  in t roduced  w i th  a  p e r t i -  
nen t  passage  from S c r i p t u r e .  Although i t  i s  n o t  
done i n  e x e g e t i c a l  form, y e t  eve ry th ing  t h e  au tho r  
s a y s  and c i t e s  from L u t h e r ' s  pen i s  r e a l l y  only an  
e x p o s i t i o n  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e  which i n t roduces  t h e  
s e c t i o n .  Doctor Kraus h a s  d r i v e n u s  back t o  t h e  
Word. There in  l i e s  hope and h e a l i n g .  He h a s  
cha l lenged  u s  and encouraged u s  t o  be  t h e  shepherds  
of s o u l s  t h a t  t h e  Word makes u s  capable  of being.  
For t h a t  w e  owe him our  g r a t i t u d e .  I ' m  s u r e  a l l  
of u s  j o i n  i n  say ing ,  "Thank you f o r  a  s t i m u l a t i n g  
and e d i f y i n g  p r e s e n t a t  ion." 



Heavenly Prophe ts ,  t h e  e s s a y i s t  s t a t e s :  

It is  appa ren t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  Luther  based 
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add re s s  t h a t  ques t i on .  Although h e  is  c a r e f u l  t o  
g r a n t  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  and l eg i t imacy  of counse l ing  
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I cons ide r  t o  be a  very  d e f e n s i b l e  obse rva t i on  
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For t h e  e s say  n o t  on ly  a l e r t s  u s  t o  a  p o t e n t i a l  
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s e c t i o n  of t h e  paper  is  in t roduced  w i th  a  p e r t i -  
nen t  passage  from S c r i p t u r e .  Although i t  i s  n o t  
done i n  e x e g e t i c a l  form, y e t  eve ry th ing  t h e  au tho r  
s a y s  and c i t e s  from L u t h e r ' s  pen i s  r e a l l y  only an  
e x p o s i t i o n  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e  which i n t roduces  t h e  
s e c t i o n .  Doctor Kraus h a s  d r i v e n u s  back t o  t h e  
Word. There in  l i e s  hope and h e a l i n g .  He h a s  
cha l lenged  u s  and encouraged u s  t o  be  t h e  shepherds  
of s o u l s  t h a t  t h e  Word makes u s  capable  of being.  
For t h a t  w e  owe him our  g r a t i t u d e .  I ' m  s u r e  a l l  
of u s  j o i n  i n  say ing ,  "Thank you f o r  a  s t i m u l a t i n g  
and e d i f y i n g  p r e s e n t a t  ion." 
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D r .  Kraus h a s  drawn a  ve ry  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of 
D r .  L u t h e r ' s  devo t iona l  l i f e  and t h e  way t h a t  
e a r n e s t  and h e a r t f e l t  p i e t y  worked i t s e l f  ou t  i n  
L u t h e r ' s  view of t h e  p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y .  I have 
no qu ibb l e  a t  a l l  wi th  t h e  way our  augus t  l e c t u r e r  
h a s  chosen t o  o rgan i ze  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  nor  wi th  t h e  
b a s i c  premises  he  ho ld s  gave form and v i t a l i t y  t o  
L u t h e r ' s  devo t iona l  and m i n i s t e r i a l  l i f e .  Nor do 
I f i n d  any s u b s t a n t i v e  disagreement  wi th  t h e  por- 
t r a i t  D r .  Kraus h a s  drawn of Luther .  

I n  t h i s  essay  i n  response  t o  t h e  l e c t u r e s ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  approach t h e  q u e s t i o n  be fo re  u s  from 
a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e .  

It might be considered r a t h e r  odd t h a t  Luther  
never  r e a l l y  occupied a  p a s t o r a l  p o s i t i o n  such a s  
w e  know t h e  o f f i c e  i n  our  churches  today. Even 
by t h e  s t anda rds  of t h e  s i x t e e n t h  cen tury ,  Luther  
never  served i n  a  c a p a c i t y  which could be c a l l e d  
t h a t  of a  p a r i s h  p a s t o r ,  One who expec t s  t o  f i n d  
i n  t h e  n o t e s  of Luther  o r  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of h i s  
Reformation a  sy s t ema t i c  model f o r  m i n i s t r y  would 
s ea r ch  i n  va in .  Luther  r a t h e r  se rved  h i s  whole 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  a s  a  D r .  of Theology, a  t e a c h e r  
of t h e  Church, a  l e c t u r e r  on t h e  books of t h e  
B ib l e  (and occas iona l l y  as a  l o g i c  and r h e t o r i c  
p r o f e s s o r ! ) .  When asked by what a u t h o r i t y  be  
c a r r i e d  on t h e  work of t h e  Reformation, h e  would 
p o i n t  t o  h i s  c a l l  t o  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  and t o  h i s  
D r .  of Theology--never t o  any th ing  e l s e .  

Where, t hen ,  does  t h e  n o t i o n  of a  p a s t o r a l  
Luther  a r i s e ?  While s t i l l  a t  t h e  August inian 
c l o i s t e r ,  h e  was v i r t u a l l y  fo r ced  by D r .  S t a u p i t z  
t o  t a k e  h i s  t u r n  i n  t h e  p u l p i t ,  a  t a s k  w i th  which 
he  never  f e l t  comfor tab le ,  even though he  was a  
s t r i k i n g  success .  L a t e r ,  he  came t o  s e r v e  as 
a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  a i l i n g  p a s t o r  of t h e  C i t y  Church 
i n  Wit tenberg and a l s o  a  vacancy p a s t o r  b e f o r e  
John Bugenhagen f o r t u i t o u s l y ,  bu t  appa ren t l y  
unexpectedly,  accep ted  t h e  c a l l  t o  be ch i e f  p a s t o r .  
Luther  cont inued u n t i l  t h e  end of h i s  l i f e  t o  
preach a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  n o t  on ly  a t  t h e  C i t y  Church 
bu t  a l s o  a t  t h e  C a s t l e  o r  Un ive r s i t y  Church. 

It i s  from L u t h e r ' s  tremendous ou tpu t  of sermons, 
f o r  one t h i n g ,  t h a t  L u t h e r ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a p a s t o r  
a r i s e s .  For ano the r  t h i n g ,  i t  is  c l e a r  t h a t  Luther  
was t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  p a s t o r a l  l e a d e r  of t h e  reform 
movement. To him f e l l  t h e  mant le  of l e a d e r s h i p ,  
though he  never  exe rc i s ed  any p o l i t i c a l ,  ep i s copa l  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s .  But he  was f a t h e r  con- 
f e s s o r  t o  many and was a l s o  one who could d e l i v e r  
t h e  h a r s h e s t  c a s t i g a t i o n  t o  t hose  who depar ted  from 
t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  Reformation theo logy ,  i t s  prac- 
t i c e  and church l i f e .  Above a l l ,  however, he  was 
a  t e a c h e r  of t h e  church,  The one t h i n g  t h a t  Luther  
never  was was an  "adminis te r ing  p a s t o r . "  (See 
E rnes t  Schwieber t ,  Lu ther  and H i s  Times, p.  629, 
CPH, 1950, f o r  n o t e s  on t h e  church o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s  i n  Wit tenberg .) 

But I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  need t o  look  s t i l l  e lsewhere 
f o r  t h e  r e a l  n a t u r e  of L u t h e r ' s  p a s t o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  
and f o r  a  model t o  which Lutheran p a s t o r s  and l a y  
people  can look .  My i n c l i n a t i o n  i s  t o  observe 
D r .  ~ r a u s '  shrewdly drawn l i s t  of n i n e  i n s i g h t s ,  
a long  w i t h  a  m u l t i t u d e  of o t h e r s  which could s w e l l  
t h e  number and a s k  what i t  is  which b inds  them a l l  
t o g e t h e r .  Is t h e r e  one s e t  of p r i n c i p l e s  which 
connec ts  a l l  of  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s ?  
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b a s i c  premises  he  ho ld s  gave form and v i t a l i t y  t o  
L u t h e r ' s  devo t iona l  and m i n i s t e r i a l  l i f e .  Nor do 
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would l i k e  t o  approach t h e  q u e s t i o n  be fo re  u s  from 
a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e .  

It might be considered r a t h e r  odd t h a t  Luther  
never  r e a l l y  occupied a  p a s t o r a l  p o s i t i o n  such a s  
w e  know t h e  o f f i c e  i n  our  churches  today. Even 
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p r o f e s s o r ! ) .  When asked by what a u t h o r i t y  be  
c a r r i e d  on t h e  work of t h e  Reformation, h e  would 
p o i n t  t o  h i s  c a l l  t o  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  and t o  h i s  
D r .  of Theology--never t o  any th ing  e l s e .  

Where, t hen ,  does  t h e  n o t i o n  of a  p a s t o r a l  
Luther  a r i s e ?  While s t i l l  a t  t h e  August inian 
c l o i s t e r ,  h e  was v i r t u a l l y  fo r ced  by D r .  S t a u p i t z  
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s t r i k i n g  success .  L a t e r ,  he  came t o  s e r v e  as 
a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  a i l i n g  p a s t o r  of t h e  C i t y  Church 
i n  Wit tenberg and a l s o  a  vacancy p a s t o r  b e f o r e  
John Bugenhagen f o r t u i t o u s l y ,  bu t  appa ren t l y  
unexpectedly,  accep ted  t h e  c a l l  t o  be ch i e f  p a s t o r .  
Luther  cont inued u n t i l  t h e  end of h i s  l i f e  t o  
preach a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  n o t  on ly  a t  t h e  C i t y  Church 
bu t  a l s o  a t  t h e  C a s t l e  o r  Un ive r s i t y  Church. 

It i s  from L u t h e r ' s  tremendous ou tpu t  of sermons, 
f o r  one t h i n g ,  t h a t  L u t h e r ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a p a s t o r  
a r i s e s .  For ano the r  t h i n g ,  i t  is  c l e a r  t h a t  Luther  
was t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  p a s t o r a l  l e a d e r  of t h e  reform 
movement. To him f e l l  t h e  mant le  of l e a d e r s h i p ,  
though he  never  exe rc i s ed  any p o l i t i c a l ,  ep i s copa l  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s .  But he  was f a t h e r  con- 
f e s s o r  t o  many and was a l s o  one who could d e l i v e r  
t h e  h a r s h e s t  c a s t i g a t i o n  t o  t hose  who depar ted  from 
t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  Reformation theo logy ,  i t s  prac- 
t i c e  and church l i f e .  Above a l l ,  however, he  was 
a  t e a c h e r  of t h e  church,  The one t h i n g  t h a t  Luther  
never  was was an  "adminis te r ing  p a s t o r . "  (See 
E rnes t  Schwieber t ,  Lu ther  and H i s  Times, p.  629, 
CPH, 1950, f o r  n o t e s  on t h e  church o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
p a s t o r a l  d u t i e s  i n  Wit tenberg .) 

But I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  need t o  look  s t i l l  e lsewhere 
f o r  t h e  r e a l  n a t u r e  of L u t h e r ' s  p a s t o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  
and f o r  a  model t o  which Lutheran p a s t o r s  and l a y  
people  can look .  My i n c l i n a t i o n  i s  t o  observe 
D r .  ~ r a u s '  shrewdly drawn l i s t  of n i n e  i n s i g h t s ,  
a long  w i t h  a  m u l t i t u d e  of o t h e r s  which could s w e l l  
t h e  number and a s k  what i t  is  which b inds  them a l l  
t o g e t h e r .  Is t h e r e  one s e t  of p r i n c i p l e s  which 
connec ts  a l l  of  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s ?  



I would sugges t  t h a t  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  would 
be t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Luther  had a  very  h igh  view of t h e  
m i n i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e .  H e  regarded  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  
o f f i c e  a s  t h e  very  i n s t i t u t i o n  of God. He would 
p l a c e  i t  much h ighe r  t han  t h e  modern p r o t e s t a n t  
views which r ega rd  i t  a s  l i t t l e  more t han  a  sub- 
s t i t u t i o n a r y  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  U n i v ~ r s a l  P r i e s thood  of 
a l l  b e l i e v e r s ,  o r  t h e  so-ca l led  Uber t ragungs theor ie  
which r e g a r d s  t h e  m i n i s t r y  a s  l i t t l e  more t h a n , a n  
ex t ens ion  of t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i e s thood  and a  f u l -  
f i l l m e n t  of l Cor in th i ans  14:40, "DO a l l  t h i n g s  
decen t ly  and i n  o rder . "  For Lu the r ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r -  
i a l  o f f i c e  i s  i n  i t s e l f  i n s t i t u t e d ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  
and commanded by C h r i s t  h imse l f .  And t h u s  t h e  
p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y  does on ly  t h a t  which i s  commanded 
by C h r i s t .  "DO you b e l i e v e  t h a t  my fo rg ivenes s  i s  
God's fo rg iveness?"  Luther  h a s  t h e  confessor  a s k  
t h e  p e n i t e n t  i n  t h e  ca tech ism form f o r  con fe s s ion ,  
And he  makes i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  v o i c e  of t h e  p a s t o r  
who r eads  t h e  ho ly  words of consec ra t i on  i n  t h e  
supper i s  r e a l l y  no th ing  less than  t h e  v o i c e  of 
C h r i s t  h imse l f .  For Luther  t h e  words of J e s u s  
"He who h e a r s  you h e a r s  me" (Luke 10:16) t e l l  i n  
t h e  most economical language p o s s i b l e  t h e  n a t u r e  
of t h e  church ' s  m i n i s t r y .  

Luther  never ,  however, views t h e  o f f i c e  a s  a 
l o r d l y  o f f i c e .  So consc ious  of h i s  own s i n  and 
weakness i s  he,  t h a t  n e i t h e r  he  himself  nor  any 
p a s t o r  can regard  himself  as l o r d  over  t h e  be l i ev -  
e r s .  Ra ther ,  h e  i s  t h e  bond-servant,  t h e  s l a v e ,  
who w a i t s  on t h e  m a s t e r ' s  t a b l e  and s e r v e s  t h e  
honored gues t s ,  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  entre", t h e  bread 
of l i f e .  

For Luther ,  t h a t  m i n i s t e r i a l  o f f i c e  e x i s t s  f o r  
no o t h e r  purpose t han  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  
which h a s  been won on t h e  c r o s s  of Calvary.  And 
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  Gospel i s  c e n t r a l  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  

But t o  say  only t h a t  t h e  Gospel o r  even t h e  d o c t r i n e  
of J u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  ~ u t h e r ' s  concept ion 
of and e x e r c i s e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  i s  n o t  t o  have 
unders tood t h e  dep th  of L u t h e r ' s  g r a sp  of t h e  bib-  
l i c a l  m a t e r i a l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  

For one t h i n g ,  one h a s  t o  be  prepared  t o  come 
t o  g r i p s  w i th  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  Means of Grace. 
It i s  t h e  Means of Grace, a s  God's powerful,  
e f f i c a c i o u s  Word, t h a t  g i v e s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  shape 
t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  and p r a c t i c e  of t h e  m i n i s t r y .  
The Means of Grace I S  t h e  Gospel. The Means of 
Grace ARE t h e  preached-heard-read-studied ( ~ e c t i o !  ) 
-medi ta ted upon(Medita t io!)  Word; i t  i s  i n d i v i d u a l  
a b s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  word of fo rg ivenes s  imparted t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s ;  i t  is  Baptism, t h e  powerful washing 
of r egene ra t i on ;  and i t  i s  t h e  body and blood of 
t h e  Holy Supper. For Luther  t h i s  a lone  i s  t h e  
focus  and form of t h e  s e r v i n g  m i n i s t r y .  And 
should one wish t o  know what i t  i s  t o  be a  p a s t o r ,  
Luther  would simply p o i n t  t o  t h e  Means of Grace. 

A l l  of L u t h e r ' s  p a s t o r a l  concept ion i s  focused 
t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  ho ly  g i f t s  by which God wants t o  
d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  of s i n s .  L u t h e r ' s  
e x e g e t i c a l ,  d o c t r i n a l  and polemical  w r i t i n g s  a l l  
s e r v e  t h e  one purpose of upholding,  defending and 
honoring t h a t  c o r e  of t h e  p a s t o r a l  m i n i s t r y .  H i s  
l i t u r g y  and hymns f o c u s  on t h a t  G o t t e s d i e n s t ,  t h e  
s e r v i c e  of God t o  man through h i s  c a l l e d  s e r v a n t s .  
The m i n i s t e r s  simply s t a n d  i n  t h e  p l a c e  of C h r i s t .  
The m i n i s t e r  i s  t h e  hand by which God s e r v e s  h i s  
people .  

D r .  Kraus r i g h t l y  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  f o r  Luther  
t h e  c e n t e r  of "pas tor ing"  i s  preach ing .  That 
p reach ing ,  however, i s  n o t ,  i n  Lu the r ,  q u i t e  t h e  
same t h i n g  a s  t h e  " a r t "  of p reach ing  a s  i t  i s  
known today.  I n  Luther ,  p reach ing  i n  i t s  b roades t  
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i n d i v i d u a l s ;  i t  is  Baptism, t h e  powerful washing 
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sense  i nc ludes  n o t  only o r a t o r y ,  bu t  t h e  admin- 
i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  sacraments  and t h e  abso lv ing  of 
t h e  p e n i t e n t .  For Luther  no p u l p i t  speech i s  a  
sermon which does n o t  abso lve  t h e  h e a r e r s .  And 
t h a t  i s  ano the r  pr inc ip le - -or  another  enunc ia t i on  
of t h e  same p r inc ip l e - - t ha t  t h e  work of t h e  p a s t o r  
i s  t o  s t and  i n  t h e  p l a c e  of C h r i s t  himself  and 
abso lve ,  t o  f o r g i v e  s i n s  p u b l i c l y  and p r i v a t e l y ,  
co rpo ra t e ly  and i n d i v i d u a l l y .  

I suspec t  t h a t  were Luther  t o  e v a l u a t e  u s  
today, he would observe t h a t  we sometimes do j u s t  
about  every th ing  bu t  abso lve .  Who can look  a t  
P a s t o r  Bob i n  sneakers ,  l e v i s  and red  v e s t  wi th  
h i s  " 1 ' m  ok, your ok" theology and remember t h a t  
t h i s  man s t a n d s  i n  t h e  p l a c e  of God and f o r g i v e s  
my s i n s ,  o r  a t  t h e  most reverend Walt S t r e e t ,  whose 
f i r s t  p a r i s h  was i n  Lake Woebegone, Minnesota, 
shrewedly rush ing  around engaging c o n t r a c t o r s ,  
des ign ing  b u i l d i n g s  and s tewardship programs and 
g e t t i n g  t h e  b e s t  d e a l  on mimeograph paper ,  t h e  
consummate money r a i s e r  and promoter, wi th  a  
l i b r a r y  low on homi l e t i c s ,  dogmatics and exeges i s  
and h igh  on church growth, and whose f a v o r i t e  
p e r i o d i c a l  i s  Your Church -- who can look  a t  him 
and then  s e e  him as t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of C h r i s t  
i n  t h e  s a c r i s t y ,  i n  t h e  con fe s s iona l ,  o r  a t  t h e  
a l t a r  r a i l ?  

I would sugges t  t h a t  i f  we seek t o  understand 
t h e  weakness and f a i l i n g s  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  i n  our  
own day, w e  must f i r s t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Reformation 
concept ion of t h e  p a s t o r a l  o f f i c e  a s  t h e  d i spense r  
of t h e  powerful Means of Grace, t h e  vo i ce  of 
C h r i s t ' s  own powerful abso lu t ion .  

A l l ,  t o  be s u r e ,  would ag ree  t h a t  t h e  devo t iona l  
l i f e  of p a s t o r s ,  t e ache r s ,  p r o f e s s o r s  and l a y  
people a l i k e ,  i s  s a d l y  l ack ing .  But can we expect  

it t o  be  any d i f f e r e n t  when w e  have allowed 
p r i v a t e  confess ion  and i n d i v i d u a l  abso lu t ion  t o  
f a l l  i n t o  d i s u s e ,  when w e  have neglec ted  t h e  very  
h e a r t  of p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e ?  Are we t h e  church 
which confesses ,  "1t i s  taught  among u s  t h a t  
p r i v a t e  a b s o l u t i o n  should be  r e t a i n e d  and n o t  
allowed t o  f a l l  i n t o  d i suse"  (AC XI) ? O r ,  "The 
custom h a s  been r e t a i n e d  among u s  of no t  admin- 
i s t e r i n g  t h e  sacrament t o  t hose  who have no t  
~ r e v i o u s l y  been examined and absolved" (AC XXV)? 
O r ,  "The genuine sacraments ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  Bap- 
t i s m ,  t h e  Lord ' s  Supper and abso lu t ion"  (Apology, 
X I I I ) ?  O r ,  "Since Absolut ion o r  t h e  power of t h e  
keys,  which was i n s t i t u t e d  by C h r i s t ,  i s  a  conso- 
l a t i o n  and h e l p  a g a i n s t  s i n  and a  bad conscience,  
confess ion  and a b s o l u t i o n  should by no means be 
allowed t o  f a l l  i n t o  d i s u s e  i n  t h e  church. . ."  
(Smalcald A r t i c l e s ,  111, V I I I ) ?  

Because Luther  understood t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  of 
a b s o l u t i o n  a s  t h e  one e s s e n t i a l  f o r  a  sermon and 
a s  t h e  one e s s e n t i a l  f o r  p a s t o r a l  p r a c t i c e ,  he had 
a  h igh  concept ion of what i t  was t o  be a  p a s t o r  
and he  d i d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  p a s t o r s  
of t h e  Reformation understood t h e i r  o f f i c e  i n  t h a t  
way. 

Where t h e  r e a l i t y  of t h e  con fe s s iona l  and t h e  
powerful comfort of a b s o l u t i o n  have evaporated,  
i t  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand t h e  l o s s  of a  
sense  of s i n  and t h e  consequent l o s s  of devot iona l  
p i e t y .  What f i r e d  t h e  tremendous devo t iona l  p i e t y  
of t h e  Reformer and h i s  h igh  concept ion of t h e  
worship l i f e  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  t oge the r  was no th ing  
l e s s  than  h i s  own sense  of s i n  and unworthiness.  
He d id  no t  pray and s tudy  s o  hard  i n  o rde r  t o  "get  
i n  touch wi th  God," nor  d i d  h e  "ge t  i n t o  t h e  word" 
i n  o rde r  t o  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  of h i s  s p i r i t u a l  
l i f e .  H e  d i d  a11  of t h a t  because of h i s  sense  of 
s i n  and unworthiness  and he  knew where t o  f i n d  
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way. 
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p i e t y .  What f i r e d  t h e  tremendous devo t iona l  p i e t y  
of t h e  Reformer and h i s  h igh  concept ion of t h e  
worship l i f e  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  t oge the r  was no th ing  
l e s s  than  h i s  own sense  of s i n  and unworthiness.  
He d id  no t  pray and s tudy  s o  hard  i n  o rde r  t o  "get  
i n  touch wi th  God," nor  d i d  h e  "ge t  i n t o  t h e  word" 
i n  o rde r  t o  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  of h i s  s p i r i t u a l  
l i f e .  H e  d i d  a11  of t h a t  because of h i s  sense  of 
s i n  and unworthiness  and he  knew where t o  f i n d  



t h e  comfort  of God's a b s o l u t i o n .  

And l i k e w i s e ,  where t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  worship 
s e r v i c e  (wi th  t h e  sermon a s  t h e  powerful absolu-  
t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  reminder of bapt ism which ought t o  
be i n  each l i t u r g i c a l  a c t ,  and w i th  t h e  Sacrament 
of t h e  A l t a r  c e n t r a l )  i s  d i l u t e d ,  i t  i s  n o t  d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  see why t h e  devo t iona l  l i f e  of p a s t o r  and 
people  h a s  weakened. The worship s e r v i c e  w i th  t h e  
Means of Grace a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  
ought ,  must, be t h e  p a t t e r n  and t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  p a s t o r  and people  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  devo t iona l  
l i f e .  But where t h e  worship s e r v i c e  h a s  become 
l i t t l e  more t han  a  pep r a l l y  f o r  t h e  e x t e r n a l  
church t o  whip up enthusiasm f o r  t h e  budget and 
ca l enda r ,  how can we wonder t h a t  t h e  devo t iona l  
p i e t y  of Luther  h a s  come on ha rd  t imes .  

The i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  and in formal  decades  of t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  have a l s o  taken  a  t o l l  on bo th  
t h e  p u b l i c  worship l i f e  and p r i v a t e  devot ion  of 
t h e  church. The demand h a s  been f o r  e n t e r t a i n -  
ment, f o r  m i sd i r ec t ed  re levancy ,  f o r  f o l k s i n e s s .  
So i n  t h e  sermon t h e  a r t  of anecdote  and i l l u s t r a -  
t i o n  h a s  r ep l aced  t h e  a r t  of exeges i s  and d o c t r i n a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n ;  t h e  o r a t o r i c a l  a r t  of gene ra t i ng  enthu- 
s iasm f o r  t h e  program h a s  r ep l aced  t h e  a b s o l u t i o n  
of t h e  sermon; t h e  a r t  of making people  f e e l  good 
about  themselves  h a s  r ep l aced  t h e  u se  of t h e  law 
a s  t h e  r e v e a l e r  of s i n ;  and t h e  a r t  of c r e a t i n g  a 
f e e l i n g  of f r i e n d l y  f e l l owsh ip  h a s  r ep l aced  t h e  
proc lamat ion  of t h e  C h r i s t  f o r  me a s  t h e  r igh teous-  
n e s s  which a l o n e  f i n d s  God's f avo r .  

C h r i s t e  e l e i s o n !  




